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Abstract

Climate change litigation, as an important judicial mechanism for climate governance, plays a sig-
nificant role in promoting the implementation of emission reduction responsibilities, safeguarding
environmental public interests, and advancing the rule of law in climate governance. This paper
examines China’s climate change litigation system by first clarifying its conceptual framework and
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fundamental characteristics, and then analyzing the major challenges facing the current system, in-
cluding the standing of litigants, the determination of causation, and the inadequacy of substantive
legal norms. The study argues that the existing legal framework is insufficient to meet the practical
demands of climate governance. It proposes that, based on China’s environmental judicial practice,
environmental public interest litigation should serve as the primary mechanism for climate change
litigation, supplemented by ecological environmental damage compensation litigation, while fully
utilizing the supervisory function of administrative public interest litigation. Furthermore, it rec-
ommends improving climate change-related legislation and supporting judicial rules to gradually
establish a coordinated and coherent climate change litigation system, thereby providing institu-
tional support for enhancing the rule of law in China’s climate governance.
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