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Abstract

Under the influence of the positive view of criminal law, the criminalization of minor offenses is a
common phenomenon in current judicial practice. Generally, defendants involved in minor offenses
have low subjective viciousness and cause relatively limited social harmfulness. Once labeled as
“criminals”, they will face varying degrees of obstacles in social integration after serving their sen-
tences. There is an urgent legal need to grant such defendants an opportunity to rehabilitate. China’s
current criminal record sealing system mainly has problems in terms of the scope of eligible
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subjects, information processing mechanisms, relief measures and accountability mechanisms. To
address these problems, targeted measures are put forward: expanding the scope of eligible sub-
jects for criminal record sealing, so that those who meet the requirements can gain the opportunity
to reintegrate into society; refining the content scope of criminal record sealing to ensure the com-
prehensiveness and accuracy of the sealing; constructing the overall mechanism of information pro-
cessing of criminal records, and constructing strict processing procedures and confidentiality mech-
anisms; improving the relief measures and accountability mechanisms for criminal record sealing,
ensuring that offenders whose lawful rights and interests have been infringed upon receive effec-
tive relief, and streamlining the accountability mechanisms for relevant personnel.
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