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Abstract

Network virtual property is characterized by virtuality, transferability, and value, and manifests in
forms such as currency-type virtual property and item-type virtual property. Given its proprietary
nature and the attendant criminal culpability, the regulation of virtual property is both necessary
and feasible. The current criminal law protection of network virtual property in China remains in-
adequate; in practice, infringements upon virtual property are often prosecuted under offenses
such as crimes against computer information systems, theft, or crimes against freedom of commu-
nication. In response, a tiered approach should be adopted based on the typological differences of
virtual property, with clear rules established through judicial interpretations, defined scope of
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protection, improved mechanisms for value assessment and evidence collection, and the construc-
tion of a cohesive criminal law protection system that bridges data-related crimes and property
crimes.
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