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Abstract
The healthy growth of minors is an important cornerstone of social stability and modern social
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governance. The popularization of digital technology has reconstructed the growth environment of
contemporary minors. Digital carriers such as the Internet, short videos, artificial intelligence and
social platforms are deeply integrated into the daily life of minors. While enriching their cognitive
channels, they also give rise to new forms of juvenile delinquency. According to the judicial data
released by the Supreme People’s Procuratorate, juvenile delinquency in China presents obvious
characteristics of younger age, networking and intelligence. The proportion of traditional violent
crimes has decreased, while digital crimes of a digital nature such as the crime of assisting infor-
mation network criminal activities, online fraud, cyberbullying and infringement upon virtual prop-
erty have been rising year by year. The lowering of the age of juvenile delinquency not only harms
the physical and mental health of minors and undermines family stability, but also poses entirely
new challenges to social governance. Against the backdrop of development in the digital era, this
paper systematically sorts out the practical characteristics of the lowering of the age of juvenile de-
linquency in the digital environment. It analyzes the underlying causes from four dimensions: indi-
viduals, families, schools and the digital social environment. Drawing on overseas governance ex-
perience concerning juvenile digital crimes, this paper puts forward targeted prevention and gov-
ernance pathways adapted to the digital age, so as to provide theoretical references for improving
the judicial protection system for minors and curbing the trend of delinquency among younger ju-
veniles.
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