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Abstract

The crime of assisting information network criminal activities is characterized by limited accessori-
ness. Its application in judicial practice has shown an improper expansionary trend and should there-
fore be subjected to restrictive interpretation. The principle of penal modesty and the risk-based the-
ory of legal-interest protection provide a sufficient theoretical basis for the restrictive interpretation
of this crime. The determination of the crime of assisting information network criminal activities in-
volves two aspects: “knowing” and “serious circumstances”. The subject matter of knowing is limited
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to information network crimes. A comprehensive finding should be made in determining knowing.
The degrees of knowing include “ought to have known” but should not include “might have known”. A
comprehensive finding should also be made as to serious circumstances, and the legal interpretation
concerning serious circumstances should be correctly understood.
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