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Abstract
With the formal signing of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), China will
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establish closer economic and trade relations with 14 countries including ASEAN, Australia, New
Zealand, Japan, and South Korea, to promote sustainable regional economic development. The im-
plementation of RCEP will facilitate trade liberalization and investment facilitation in cooperation
with neighboring countries, enhancing international market competitiveness. However, it will also
pose new challenges to China’s trade structure and industrial layout, necessitating corresponding
countermeasures. This paper first analyzes the impact of RCEP on China’s foreign trade, focusing
on the effects on Chinese exports. Secondly, it proposes strategies to address the challenges posed
by RCEP, including strengthening product innovation, optimizing trade structure, expanding into
emerging markets, and improving trade facilitation. Finally, based on the actual situation, further
policy recommendations and measures are proposed to ensure that China achieves a higher level
of open economic development within the framework of RCEP.
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Figure 1. The export volume of China to RCEP member countries from 2016 to 2022
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Figure 2. The trade dependency of China on RCEP member countries from 2016 to 2023
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