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Abstract

Based on 31 provincial panel data from 2011 to 2021, this paper uses entropy weight method to
measure the comprehensive index of digital economy level, and uses fixed effect, intermediary ef-
fect and threshold effect models to explore the impact of digital economy on urban-rural income
gap. The results show that the digital economy can significantly narrow the urban-rural income
gap; The impact of digital economy on the urban-rural income gap has a double threshold effect of
education level. Under the low threshold value, the reduction effect of digital economy on the ur-
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ban-rural income gap is gradually increasing. The level of urbanization as an intermediary varia-
ble will affect the gap between urban and rural income of digital economy to some extent. Hetero-
geneity analysis shows that digital economy has a more significant impact on urban-rural income
gap in southern China than in northern China.
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1. 518

BCEFF LK, FRE 2 SEAEA N B 2R READ &S, (Hafk FEW S KIEATE—E 2R E
XA R AT (1 3 Bl R, @I 48N 2 WO ZBE SRR TR 2 AT AN 78 70 R R I, Wi mT LA
[ SEHL 2 MR DL AIIL [ B AR 1) B At h 2. MIE RS Rk B, 2021 E4EER A
XN 35,128 TG, i 2012 4EH90I 18,618 Ju, EXA IGK ANy 8.8%. M, 2021 IR 2 fE R A AT
KRN Z Ly 2,50, L 2012 4 FF% 0.38, XM I 2 Ji RN Z A1 AR XS ZERE A Bt /e 1T AH G STk
IR IR 2 WO\ Z B4/ - B R R A [ 1] WA [2]. FedkgEM[3]. B mh[4] 5 R &, Tkl
5 [ A 2 R AR AN RN, AN I [ [5) 5 8 TEER I I 2 RN Z2 BE ) e i R BN 1
R KIS W ZERE . H AT 2 WO\ ZEREATD SR R TR 7R SEI L [F) & M T i b S i St .

BEE HHCM . HLFRTSS. N LERE. 56 SEHNHE RN E, HrEARMBMABRE 7 Z i,
IR o 5 G NG W SR e W = N2 £ w1 S 8 s W e 200 LI o =R e s NN B S i e b ad
MR IE, U8 T RGETRAF g, A TR smtighie. 19 2023 47 H, £
2023 EFRE T AT R FRATH (RERETAT A (2023 4F)) s 2022 4, RE. HE. #EE. H
A [ 4 5 NS EE R W T AT A RN 31 L TT, T4 T 5 GDP L 58%.2016 4E~2022
fE, P EBCTEA GO 4.1 FILETT, FHEEIK 14.2%. BUFEA BT EFM RN T E T E RS
GFR B EEIRE) S, BrEBr R BB e, Xk g [6]. NJTRAR[7]. SERAF
K[8]. AU EREREOISEHAE KM XA E IR 2 m RS #E R IFEAR R 5
FEAE BRI . R, BT A B WA 4 Nk 2 WO ZEBE DL RAE AL AT 4, X T EGE 2 K EA
PR R, SEILSEE R A H AR B R .

YEFHARAWZ R, AT ORI A T KA 2 R B 25 % SR, 1E
AU T, 46/ 2 WON 22 BRI S M A Az ™ 5 ok . WA B 7 SCikoR G, 2 Al 4
FIZEHE[10] 25 T Hb g 7 £, R FH [ 52 0N« 1A 200 A 2 1] i A0S A R 9 R B B - 28 3 = L il 4
INAR AT 8 ECUSCN 7K TSR 8 i 2 WS 222 B o 52 20k 080 AR o [ L] U0 ) P 4 0% T A i oy 7 B P 2 0 R J R 4
W R B 20 50 R R B — @ By BOnT LA /N 2 W ZEFE,  (H T KA IR R R 29 Rk 2 N 1)
ZEPE . R, K ARFSR EHEEE [12] 9 [RIRER 48 ST AR B AT SEUE A A R I, RS P il FE R 2 0%
X3, 2 N 22 BRI FR A AE 3 T TR RSO AT R RRE o B 22 57 AT LI I B AR 7l i ke i 7Nk £ i
ANZEPE . BRSCHURBA[L3]. BAVEER[14]. EIMRFIPhRE 75 [15] 3% F A THERR 70 b 35 R I 28 5 1 4 2 IO
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22 2 /NET ORI “U B KRR TAHRIBHIRAIRHF[16] A A B, FB 52 e S AR[17]3 38
I SEAERF 7S R BB A5 A 2 N ZERE 2R “f8l U B SRR, BT L5rRIBRT B 7528 K
SUNNZERE, HBE AT K RIS/ 2 NI 286 .

gi b, BRIAHHENCEIERERZEFRINZ WA EEN LR, HEHTHRFEFNSGETE
PRI TG 85—, AMNTREX RO R DR FE AR b, 38 A AT R P Bl & il ) 5 4k 2
W ZBERIEM . AL T 2011~2021 R4 31 AME (A ELFE 1 B AR & 1o X ) T EchE , R AGE T
HH AU oR AR, FIRBEE RN TS0 H o/ RN AR S 2 G IR 2 WO 2 R 2]

2. BRSTSMRE/RERE
2.1 FEFIE L WNEBRH IR

By R AR TR BAMEAR MR SN, 2 R st 7 A Fibls . @ 8rHoRm
WL, NMTATUE RN B2 5 B e skyu Bl rEsh . Ak 2 & R BTS2 A% B 5 s, 37
W PR R, DRI Rl e e AR R AR AT T SR TR BRI K A, AR gell
(ISR BT T B, I e B MR AR A X R OB LR . UG, B R G, K
7R RENS ELEH AR IR T R B, 3TR T ARSI Bt AR RAT DU A Ae A a8 B BRI N
s A= G 2] R BT, S TN RE, B TR IR . BRI, SRR

H1: $raefral DL/ Ml 2 I Z B

2.2, WA KER PN

By 2Bt vl SRR GERIR T 2 i, fedb i ML i A e, JF HaRfit 7 & My R TR
AR T 585 AT ASESR T AR SO ] . AR P AT SE CRap S5 Us A AR o e Ky BRI ML
] DA i AR RE ALK, SR THIRT B S| Sy MISE S g, BETIIWR 51 KR R4 B N AN AR N AV [0 3T
I HARBEE Z Rkl 2 . BT il e mm iR, I 2 R REIE E 2 MPLEMT &, et T
BN GLBFIIRIE,  SEE AR o BRI 2B 3 2 AR S A A B BB QMR35 77, T S48 I ) S i A7 Bl 1 4
NSNS, KBTI R R, dat, SRRk

H2: K22 5l DU I 32 S KT 23 i/ Nk 2 N B

2.3. ZHEREENI Y

B2 MRERER S ENBARMAR . FEE R AE B PRd L%, VR 2 H LA
APV IZETR I, AR 22 BRAD O R BE AN b VR ) 75 SRBR B o T 52 808 R L I I B RS A
MTERAF X L REAMARRINBE ST AEF—HAGLS, A2 RIFHCH K 03 T H HLa S5 A 25 6 B TR R i)l
MIRES) . RXEAAATERTES ), REAETT IS AP I AL MBS . 18230 R R R
DX, NATATRENS B 285t AR I i B B MR IE AR 2, BRI T2 2 Bl R K 2R b AT T 52
EERAE], INIMASGES R E 5 M i 2 WA ZREIRCR . JE T B, ASGRH W H R

H3: Ay bt ik 2 SN Z2 B0 B RS A7 A2 T TR AN o

3. gt
3.1. TERE
1) WfRRAs
A SCAERF IR 2 N F2 B I 2% 4 X 2 81 (3% 2 A TR 25, [RIH SR FA 28 R 46 8 (thei l) 5 BE3 2 g\ 22
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It It/Pt - It IT/PI It It/Pt

o, 1, A1, 73RS IR 2 M WSO, By APy, 20 3R ¢ I SR 2 A IO N L B, 1 A
LIS E R RSTI QA IFSYNRE (&

2) iR R

AR A R R R T 22 T (dige) . T B T M SRR S A A, AR . T AR
E3R[18] 5 B e b, IR T N TR P e THSHUIR S5 AR A AL B30 B N8 LA b 55 A
B BEE AFEE AL A BN R e R R ERE R P AR BV I B B A AR KT

3) =R, PARE AR

P Ae R ABF KK T(InGDP), KA IX 2B S O BORMT B . Rl oK (fin),  HI3XA7
PR A GDP HERE R, ANHZZ#{L(old), LA 65 % KL E AN B N DS L E R . 7l
SR, EHRS AR A B — P ML I o 1 XA 7 S G EE (o) A48 4 B = I o e DX A 7 S L
H(ter). TArAE: WAL (urb), SRATIRARCR A G SR H AR D BEOR AT B I . TR
ZHAEEE (edu), RAISE 0 S AR A NE AT i

3.2. WHEKIR

ARICERL 31 ME B (ARG HIX) 2011~2021 4FE (R EHE . BE B RE (hESHEL)
(PEZB =G HHELE) « EERGH R &8 G E S P AL 5B ST 70 O B A s i
GRS g I G b E B 7 SR da L, AN B B R F S R RN ST .

3.3. REME

1) FEAE R Y
N T KR H T 2 BRI 2 WO ZEBE I, A4 DL [ 5 SRR -

theil, = o, +aydige;  +a, - X + 1 + 6, + & (2)

theilt _ lel(l_lt]m Iit/Pit _(Iijln Ilt/Plt +[IAJ|n IZt/PZI (1)

Horr, it AR T Ay, theil R 2 WNZERE, dige NASSCIE EF 2T K ETEE, X &
IR RYERIAL R, YT EDERS, 5, FF RN [E e RS, & BRI EN .
2) e BB
T S A M B SR A IR 2 WO ZE BRI AR DL A SCS 25 RS AT AR [19] B AL rh A
RURIAG I T VARG DL R R
urb, = B, + fdige; + B, - X + 4 + 0, + &, (3)
theil, =y, +y,dige;  + y,urb;  +y5- X + 1 +6, + &, 4)

Forb, urb FoRAN AR, B RRET AT K IR, y, ORI AR 2 N %
FREIREME,  y BB AV L KT R B RN, HoRAR RS 5 Q)RR F .
3) AR IR 2
N T B RBCT LTI 2 SN ZEREREA K 73 5 0, BB S e AT A AR Ze PR AE, A ST A2
HUOE LA T TR AR R DA T AR T TR A2 -
theil, = @, + gy dige; , - 1 (edu;, < 0)+p,dige;, - I (edu; > 0)+ @, X + 14 + 6, + &, (5)
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Horr, TTHARE AR A ERE eduy, , |(-) NIBUER 0 80 1 FE/R 8L, 0 oAl T IMEE, A 81
T RTHE R, 2 TR RT DR S AR 3D BRAGIE .

4. SLELER 1
4.1, ARG

1 RN FEAAEITRHIRMES M SR AE R, FRRIBEINRE I 2 N Z B i /MEAN
0.018, #HKAEH AN 0.202, EnTEASE M X A 2 W\ 25 BE A K.

Table 1. Variable descriptive statistics
= 1 TEEAMSIT

A S e PRt B/ME BAME
theil 341 0.089 0.040 0.018 0.202
dige 341 0.236 0.181 0.031 1.000
fin 341 3.338 1.209 1518 8.131
old 341 0.108 0.029 0.048 0.188
InGDP 341 9.779 0.987 6.407 11.731
pri 341 0.094 0.050 0.002 0.252
ter 341 0.481 0.110 0.264 0.907
edu 341 0.020 0.006 0.008 0.042
urb 341 0.586 0.131 0.227 0.896

4.2. EHEEYASHR

SR O] ] 5 RO, SR T A4 B ] RN (R 25 T, 3 MR O T2 ) A B R AR T B
TAUERIRZ WA Z RN, BIREERIE 2. FIQ)ARIMAERZE, T2 E
MEDAZE R S8R SR, BFAT R REAE 1% MGk T REFEAR, WERE 1 T2k
JEIKF 2 W ZZ B> 0.0472 /N HLAT, WD RMIHUT- A5t AT LGN 2 N 228 . 51(2)~(6) 9iZ
AR IR R, 45 RO DB UF A R B IRAE 1% B oA, RO 2 N 22 BR A7 12 46
IRHIFEME , SR 1.

Table 2. Regression result analysis
Fz 2. EALER I

B2 N ZE R
1 2 3 4) ®) (6)
dige -0.0472" -0.0429"" -0.0356™"" -0.0384™" -0.0444™ -0.0363""
(0.0000) (0.0001) (0.0005) (0.0004) (0.0000) (0.0007)
fin 0.0025™ 0.0006 0.0013 0.0018 0.0022"
(0.0171) (0.5342) (0.3050) (0.1265) (0.0618)
old 0.2441™" 0.2569" 0.2656"" 0.2585""
(0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000)
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InGDP 0.0037 -0.0076" -0.0181""
(0.3735) (0.0717) (0.0042)
pri -0.2312"" -0.2533"
(0.0000) (0.0000)
ter -0.0388™
(0.0253)
_cons 0.1202"" 0.1124™ 0.0948™" 0.0582 0.1863™" 0.3000™"
(0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.1597) (0.0000) (0.0000)
province fe yes yes yes yes yes yes
year fe yes yes yes yes yes yes
N 341 341 341 341 341 341
adj. R? 0.8132 0.8161 0.8361 0.8360 0.8562 0.8581
ii:Ti%Fﬁ%%ﬂPﬁﬁﬁzﬁ%ﬁ%m@ P, " 7 T BIRRAREAE 10%. 5%, 1% 8 KT @S .
P ER

4.3. HLEILE S

Hr LTI W R BE BER . BN, PR 55 7 TG, AT DU 3 T A A s Ab it
o Bk, BHr@irrR B UIRMEE 2 sl e 3E 5 s r= R, (RERA 57 80 F1 M3 i
¥, MIMI4E/ R 2 N ZERE o ARSI PR 807 2005 e il I ARG KPR 48 /N 2 U 22 BEEA T
NG, 45 BIE 3. FIQ)TETFL T ZEUE N 01037, @it T 1%KF LR EERL, WEHETE
G T EBME KT . FIQ) T AT RBAEE, WEL KT RETE 1%SHKT L ESE, i
BRI LA KT AE B T S X 4 /NI 2 WO ZE 85 P R S8 TR A ONAE o B4 B m DU I i Ak
KPR FE DG NR SN2, B 2 15 LAIRAIE

Table 3. Empirical results of intermediary effect

3. PAYRSLIESR

1) &) ©)
theil urb theil
dige -0.0363"" 0.1037" —0.0080
(0.0007) (0.0002) (0.2840)
urb -0.2728™"
(0.0000)
controls yes yes yes
province fe yes yes yes
year fe yes yes yes
N 341 341 341
adj. R? 0.8581 0.8975 0.9319
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4.4, "TEERBI S

AR ZHEREERNIIAD R, TR0, SEALR BT TSN TR & B, %
B FRETERT LB IR 2 URON 22 BE R 52 1) A 776 26 XCER T I MR RGOS, N T TRl 43731 4 0.0354 Fi1 0.0283,
wn 4,

Table 4. Threshold effect test results
F 4. MR EER

A FiE PfE 10%li 518 5%l A 1%l FHH I fE
LA 58.08 0.0033 34.0968 40.7059 51.6342 0.0354
U A 23.19 0.0700 20.6272 28.0818 124.464 0.0283
—HE [ 14.90 0.4467 42,9823 55.4776 155.898 0.0140

HRFE T IHEAE A Rl 20 N = AN X NA], SZIFSS 042 5. 24 edu < 0.0283 I, BUFZHratd 2 W N ZEFEAE
1% 2 KRR A, ZREON-0.0448. 24 0.0283 < edu < 0.0354 I}, BrpZ Btk 2 N 21 &
$v-0.0604, HiEid | 1% SE ML, 2 E BRI TRAE 0.0354 f&5, &bl 2 iNZE
FEARE . XEWEYZHEREAMT I IERN, MEAMTZREREENRES, FE5m 2 N
ZEPE A IME PR IZ PN . BER % 3.

Table 5. Results of threshold regression analysis
F2 5. THEEIAHhLE

theil
edu < 0.0283 —0.0448"" (0.040)
0.0283 < edu < 0.0354 -0.0604"" (0.006)
edu > 0.0354 0.0138 (0.490)

controls yes

province fe yes

year fe yes

N 341

adj. R? 0.8581

45 REMERE

N T R A AR R R B8 UE SAIE (R VA 25 R A AT SR, AR SOREX 1A LA A AR VAL B VA A AR R A
Koo BARRTIEQIR

1) BN ANE: 15 ERECT AT A 2 WO ZE BR8] R BE A7 X e PR SR SR (0 P A4 e A, 6 Y
Hrp g bri Jn —WWE VA RATIRA, ZRnEE 6 51(2), W MSRIEL -5 A R EHE 1%58 KT
VPR, SR,

2) M AR TN D Z ] RN S 25 BRI O AN 55 30 0 20 BE B AT BE IS I 2 YN ZZ R 1Y
HERELW, N7 PEEIZE AR, ARSI D A AR R IRIESHIESS R, FI(1)RIE
WnEdAR R e, Bradthl AR BORE, SRR

3) HiFRALEE: XIS U N ZEEEREAT 1%R9KCEE, SR BN, SESE RANSI3) kN, Hr &t
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Bl R A 1%58 0K T RE, 4URF .

4) EEREAIY]: AL 2020 EHTHE RN A DL S A SEE . VFE IR T EHEIeE
B RE, KESTEN IR B TAR . RIS 1BV 22 Gl T 4 M B BRI BB IL 55 il e
LBRST . WREIA TR IR IR . XS ML 55 (A SRS T 8T 2 B, S BUR BN 71 307
200t R R T BE S SIAIESE RO R AN R 2, PR RS B 2020 48 2 5 f PR BcdE AT BRI, angil
(MEERENI T LT REA /D T2 BN ZRE, SR (.

Table 6. Robustness test
5 6. FREMRIE

@ 2 ) (6)
IMANOEELRE  HFEAEFEE—N B2 WAFRAE Bk 2020 2 FHE
dige -0.0228" -0.0348"" -0.0612"""
(0.0171) (0.0011) (0.0000)
L.dige -0.0459""
(0.0000)
fin 0.0033"™" 0.0041™" 0.0024™ -0.0002
(0.0026) (0.0008) (0.0453) (0.8895)
old 0.1559™" 0.2153™" 0.2570™" 0.2357""
(0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000)
InGDP -0.0317"" -0.0161" -0.0169™" -0.0164™"
(0.0000) (0.0115) (0.0076) (0.0049)
pri -0.2694" -0.2815™" -0.2422""" -0.1490""
(0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0001)
ter -0.0545™" -0.0429" -0.0373" -0.0304"
(0.0005) (0.0122) (0.0314) (0.0594)
pd 0.0002""
(0.0000)
_cons 0.3645™" 0.2838™" 0.2858™" 0.2842™"
(0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000) (0.0000)
province fe yes yes yes yes
year fe yes yes yes yes
N 341 310 341 279
adj. R? 0.8875 0.8615 0.8564 0.8421

4.6. RRMYSHT

R SCH T B F 6 A PEE I IX S T — RSB B SR DA R IR R TSR X ) SR s IR
SEMEH . X A5tk E, 4/ SR R BZEE . X R I S2E 7] Gt 2D I 2 i
ANZIRRIR, STARER. PSR S X ) S B o W T R = iz, IAIE AR SCR AL J7 Hh X AN R 5
X HEATH X 22 54047, 5 R U3 7 28 1 5 A EE 2 51, WA R 5 HBIX AE 1% /K7~ B3 A, £2ECA-0.0512,
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JE07 X K 2 5 E R H0CN-0.0365,  HLAE 5%/KT FEE AT WX RECKE, 7Er 7 X A7 i
X B L0 2 N 55 B IR 48/ MER, B8/ rAE F 200 RS 7 X EER FAb i IX . 5
H DX ARG 77 X B R SR R A G IR TR, B TR M T X R AN R S R K. R
J5 1 DX ) 28 57 S5 A AR X S0 22 oA AN ERARAL, $ie 2 B /8 S o o 9 B A S8 R A A R R R A
A 7 1 DX P 2R e 6 B s IS A, B AR PR RIS A PR, NI IN T I 2 JE R At AL 2
N IKF

Table 7. Analysis of heterogeneity
F= 7. RRMESH

W2 W ZE R
&l M7
dige -0.0365™ -0.0512""
(0.0212) (0.0007)
InGDP -0.0328™" -0.0473™"
(0.0042) (0.0001)
fin -0.0010 0.0038""
(0.7115) (0.0033)
old 0.0995 0.3953™"
(0.1452) (0.0000)
ter —0.0400 -0.0938™"
(0.1632) (0.0004)
pri -0.1832"" -0.3331™
(0.0006) (0.0000)
_cons 0.4469™ 0.6008™"
(0.0002) (0.0000)
province fe yes yes
year fe yes yes
N 165 176
adj. R? 0.8416 0.8972

5. fiRGILSEIN
5.1. fiREiL

AT 2011~2021 £E 1 [E 31 AN 43 (A ELE I 5 1 D) A T R H s, I8 W B L A R
BRI RSN , SR DX S T PR AN 22 5 A FR KT 33 B A 23 A SRUE AR 36 7 v [ B 22 B X 2 i
ANZERRHIFN, f5 LR, 1) B bt ol DU AR 2 I\ ZZ 8. 2) IS a5t i
W2 WO ZEBR P AR A P O, JFREIE— PN 2 WNZERR . 3) B E LR T AT 2
WO N ZERR S A XU [ TR S . 4) AIXICR Lk B, R MR 5 3 X R e Bl 2 W\ 22
B, E R X AR ER T A X
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5.2. BUREWN

WA SRR, SRHPLUFAKE . 5 —. FIHBFET R AR, IRl 3
BB AT R SGE AR R T AR TS 25 P RN S A B i B AR SE i AL AT S R T R B
HEMEEUL, PUHREI 2 B ROBCTEREKT, W OB S8 S el ot S0t S st e B I
VRSN 35 I 9% 2575 30, H o 2 N B4R 58U 5 R IBRe, SR m A IE sk s Eisa4 7y,
RRAMTEZ NS 5RH 25, AWK 55 = IR AT X 0 B 7 it 5 it 4 st
BN FERAIH DI L T, e B P BRI, R R I B & 57 6 2 5 213
2t pEHCFATAR, FREWAIKT . S BUF AT CLEE B EL FEIG AR BRI
LBFHLIX PR o

E&WmE
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