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Abstract

Since the 21st century, e-commerce has rapidly developed, with an increasing connection to “online
payments” and cryptocurrencies. Since the implementation of the legal digital currency pilot pro-
ject in China in 2020, the legal nature of digital currencies remains unclear, with complex and

XEF|H: BT, BHTR ST R N R MIRIRRE M HID]. BT R S FE, 2024, 13(3): 7197-7206.
DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2024.133886


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2024.133886
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2024.133886
https://www.hanspub.org/

e

converging technical components. With the coexistence of digital and fiat currencies and the rapid
growth of e-commerce, it is essential to clarify the nature and attributes of legal digital currencies
and distinguish them from concepts such as virtual currencies, private digital currencies, and mo-
bile payments. Legal digital currencies will bring about significant changes: firstly, the scope of
cryptocurrency crimes will expand due to their different attributes; secondly, the specific criminal
compositions will differ from existing monetary crime systems; thirdly, there will be a lack of
crime prevention functions in the field of digital currencies within criminal law. In the short term,
adjustments and controls can be made through judicial interpretations, but in the long run, legis-
lative regulations are more in line with the effectiveness of criminal law and the needs of social
development. This paper explores the trends of cryptocurrency crimes and issues of criminal law
regulation in the context of e-commerce from three perspectives: analysing the nature of crypto-
currency crimes to dissect their internal logic; discussing the legal issues surrounding cryptocur-
rency crimes from theoretical and practical angles; and exploring the possibilities of criminal law
regulation approaches for cryptocurrency crimes. As a new type of crime, cryptocurrency crimes
will undoubtedly impact the existing criminal law system, making it necessary to regulate them
under criminal law.
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