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Abstract

Based on the data of A-share listed companies in Shanghai and Shenzhen from 2013 to 2022, this
paper uses the panel regression effect to construct a multiple linear regression model to investi-
gate the impact of corporate ESG performance on corporate financial flexibility and the transmis-
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sion mechanism. The results show that ESG performance has a significant positive impact on the
level of corporate financial flexibility, that is, the better the ESG performance, the higher the level
of corporate financial flexibility, and it is more significant in state-owned enterprises and enter-
prises in non-eastern regions. In terms of specific transmission paths, ESG performance mainly im-
proves the financial flexibility of enterprises through channel mechanisms that alleviate financing
constraints and improve information transparency. In view of this, enterprises should strive to im-
prove their ESG performance, government authorities should guide and encourage enterprises to
strengthen ESG construction, and all stakeholders should play a supervisory role, optimize resource
allocation, improve the level of financial flexibility of enterprises, and help enterprises develop
with high quality.
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1. 51§

T RIRE TR, SRR KRR AT RS SR E R EAE 5% . SLaBidikdsih,
SUrERE R, FIRKEAT “AUF, i, S, TR, HE” WREES. MRV ERE. 4
SRR (AR AR ESG) T HIEREL, X FH) iR R RS, M@K EAT “XER” IR ERK R
FISZHL “ X7 H bR E X s B BB Y, ESG @k BONAL & K R E . Tk, A
KA 2 KA g ERE, VUCA (278 volatility. ANHfiE PE uncertainty. & complexity. HR ambiguity)
B B B RN ARARAE , AR08 BIAMBIREE OCA  FRR BRI TR, AN SR AN & MR iz 8
FEH T LR, Al ik TR R i R G RAR AR ), X3 NP R ST TEIV 55 5 T B R R R I 5 Rk

FEIA SR, 6T ESG BFFT, CHUR T HMIMER. RIEFH ESG RILAE T E I m Ml 55
G, IR AR [1]. ESG R I R UF K SRAF B 4 1 i 3726 25) [2], BRARA L AAL 25 5%
K ERA RS A [3], RfRAV R L0 [4] R B H FIATN[5], b AR AT 6], RTH
WA SK[7], HEBD AL IR SR A R HEAR[8], e m b AT R A R[] F R . MM T Al
AEBEAHEVE . BRI 55 ARG . BEG BRI S TR ERAT I LR G RE JI[10] . HERFRLE M 55 MK
A BT 58I 56 3 T S BEE BLAGRY BLH, A2 B AMTERBE A 52 1Al 7 7 KUK (1 207 X [11] .
SRR AR L TR S 0 T AT S E R T), AT A A R AMEA R, 1R
PREHEE O RFF—E MW 55 A DR A ATy, B RE g A e 1 5 BT A7 S [12] o

AN R R 2R M4 T, ESC MBS miE K EINER S EE, BAT ESG HAAMUA T %
MATATRRECE, TAR T AR I 2B T Rpal i R e, Rk ESG RILWT g /& s il 5%
TR EZERZE. A, EAFHERRRZME ST, ESG RIA A % 1 B BRI ? @
AT AL SR ? X TR EIRAH L .

AT e RA LU IAFRTTER: (1) FET MM, FEdll ESG RIMNTEL M ML 55, k2
E 55K SRRV 5 SIS AR 2, B E T ESG RINAVTE RMAHIKCHR. (2) M ESG I
JETH R 1WA 55 SRt e D R AR DG 7L . MR BE 290 L A5 S0 W BE P 4R FE X ESG 2 L i U 45 S v
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ROAE FIHUBIEAT AT, — R LATTT 7 dll ESG FeBLRM Al Il 55 B 11 S
2. RS SMREmE

U ER ANV A BT ESG I, AR mT LA Bae AR b T s XS » 8 5 JH 3 2 A8 A AT E %ok ik D
[ I A7 BT 57 RAF A AR R, b TR R IR SR, XAk 55 S 7K1 B A 1 3 2%
2o i, Al AR AN R AR Z5 K, XA X REIR A, B 5 AT SRR
Hbr—20 X AR HBFIRE RIS, TR S0t Aol I 55 Rt K~ BT B 5t /e F s ESG RILIF 1 falbid
A S AN (A AR o XA AR T DA SR P B L SR T A, JERTRE S E 2 A AR
PRAEANGBERE R, IXAEAT A AE T 37 BB I ORFFARE SO, SN 5558tk A, ESG PRIER st min
W IEE R . Flin, PRI A7 30T BE R RE VST FE A IR ) AL BE A, AT ey Aol 1) 2 A1
T30 BN, QT 53 TR G AR A AR ool vl BT BE v 19 B3 T30 R B AT REAIR AR B2 TR, X AT Bl 142
RIS E R, XA B TRV 55 . Ak, ESG RIS Ak iE WA N AT EE . A RS
Bt ie s, A S WS E BN G . XAV A EARR BB A . S 2 (Rl Bt IR 1E
M R AZEE ST B, 24h 725 ok R SR B E i L, H SRt 215
FMgE. ST B, ARG 1

BB 1: Al ESG RN 55Kk I IE AR -

ANV AEE AR FAE T, B RIERE S, BB A S RS AR, A R e T
JAREANSCEE, AT AR AN s A R I RIS RARGUEAL,  RIRLEE RE 14 BT Alk 5 i 55 2R K
o TR A AR AT AR L2, GitS TSI R T . T ESG (AR, A S AR EE) R
A DME— R B AL IR B 2 A . ESG RIL R AF A bl H oy BT s S B AE R, X471
T AP FRICE 2 M i A FEAEAN SO, XSG Alb SRR U A DI R B RE ) oA Mg o, AT 22
fERRTRZ0R. [FIIN, ESG RHL R A M AEAE B8 N BA AR XS A s A e v, BRI A
SEARMIAR R B . PR B AT BT Al U AR A B SR B <, i HLRR . A e S5 5 T
MIfR. BEAh, RAFH) ESG RILAENLIG SR A 520 BENIRS 2 AR SRR, RERS LB S ST
AR HAL, DV EEE BT TR AS R BT IROMEA] . ST BRI, ASCRH B 2:

BRBE 2: Al ESG I I Z2 f Al il B 20 ARE [l 52 I 55 S 7K F

B, RTEEAREE, RPN ESG RIVRYI Mk o F L 13 e iR a8 (5 B IR K T 4
WS AR EAFREERE, ESG HH) “IREL” iR 7 —ME e A Rl E BREEY] . AR
PURRE A BN L HERA 045 Bk, XA B TR AR EAE W, W ORI BT A A R 2 A 3 e 3R
RHER . KW S5 S . FR, FETRIEAECE B, ESG KM RIFII Al N EEL . #has
AR TR Ty, XA B TR E . W 288 MR S AR O IS AT, (e fd il SE AR il st 52
R B, DA A2 M 3 AR OGBS SRR S A AR DR R A€ B BRI, NI 55 R 1k
UBAh, FETAS SALL IR, — AN KT ESG R IVl 2 SV E HACHIR e AL 22 54, 7EIX PR L
T Al $R i 20 W B S At o Al (R S5 IR DU AN 228 RRER, ATV 51 5 22 i #5588 M PR A
AT RNV FET Bk, AR R 3:

R 3. Al ESG I 41 i 5 B2 W 2 I R S Ml 55 SR KT

3. ARt
3.1. RIS HIEFKIR
ARICIEE 2013~2022 3R A B BT A & AR E WIS FOREA . N T A MRS, ff iR
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WIS BE, XEAEEEAT T LR k. (1) RIS RAE, SIS IAEx BT AR (2) 4
K 2013~2022 4= HATAI AT ST BL*ST 1) BT A w5 (3) 5 B e A 3 i) 5040 o A AS se 8 ) i A =]
SR 1% MM . feZk, ASCIRE] 2013~2022 £E[H] 23,420 N EHEIME . A SCHT TR ERTE FEAEL
K H CSMAR 4 Al Wind $0d &, JE(EF Stata AT 1HE 94T

32. BEREX

1. Wifppe e

WA 55 FeVE(FF) . ASCE %08 % 55 (2013) [13]ME 7%, R Zabnsh & 1712k B 0 5% F 1k
THRAN:

W% FME = IEEME + AR = (ISR — PIPIE T E) + Max (0, 171
b — k7 fi H )

2. R

Mk ESG KIL(ESG). AW FLiE IR ESG VFEHEE Nk ESG RIMMIRH AL &, HEiF ESG VF
W LA WE R E Y. BRIV RS, OB, TR, AFEHE 3 A
PABhR PN 14 A ZA8hR . 26 N =ZUERR M EAA RIS Al ESG RN BAIEAifaby, % Tk
AT (2023) [7]#4E 77 20K ESG KI5 9 MI(43 7108 AAA. AA. A, BBB. BB. B. CCC. CC.
C)o WGHARY——C RN 1, WEEANELMKIN 1, BEmP——AAA RN 9 MIRE %, KE
AL S 4 1) ESG K Ho

3. FNAEE:

LR (KZ). A SHRER(2014) [LA0THH TR A BTSSP KZ 1850 KZ Hfiis
Ky BRIl T I 1 i 8 40 RO P o o

5BV (TRANS). %537 1 R %5 (2014) [15] T LI LA AR TR EFR bR 5 BB HIFME. b
U ERER N 23 A 28 A OO HE AR 1L AT A AR RIS S 25 B R R o “DU R HAN e kg, i E 553
LA Fabr R S 25 2B W (TRANS).

4. AR

SIRUMERIC, B (Size). B~ UL % (ROA) ENLIRA I K % (Growth), ik T4 R
(ListAge). TobinQ FI5E — K AR K¢l b7 (TOPL)VE 4% i AL & o RN I N4 (Y ear) FAT L B4 AE & (Ind) -
HARAR e UL 1R,

Table 1. Variable definition
=1L TEEX

A5 YA AR AR AR LAY AR R
P R A B It 55 etk FF &M + WS
R ESG &3l ESG  1HilF ESG T4k, % AAA-C M EIEIR 4 9-1
Rl 5% £ 3 KZ Kz
A B B
15 BB TRANS 15 S EE VA W R N TR AR T ST R
Al FBL Size  AFLEBEHE R
P A & BN A A ROA  #HlE S B %= EL
K Growth EVIR A KR
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ik
b E TR ListAge Ln CHHISEM — ARIRSLED +1)
ML pE TobinQ (FUEIIE + IFFUEIMEL x FFRFE™ + UK E) 5™
B KIRARFER LS TOPL R Lol fi 2 38 OB ok 4 i AL g L 451
173k Industry B
Fr year  FEMAEE

33 BRBRE
NI ESG RIS LIV 55 Tk Z R SR R MLEE, A SCBEE a0 F A AT R 6 «
FF.. = a+ BESG,, + yControls, , + Year + Industry + &,

Horr, W1 FR VBB &, ESG, RIAMRAL R, Controls,, NHTAE M4 &, Year #1 Industry
AR LERUTAL [ 8 RS, & NFEHERRL A BN ZE 00, (EREAE AR T, OB & ESG, |
[ IE1 U5 2R 5 B A SCRF FE I I Ly, 12 R BB R IR /2 ESG R IUX AV 45 ek ) el o 45 B 38 N IE,
MFRIR AL ESG RINMIHE =G B TRk A b 0 55 F2 (32 T

4. SCIEER T

4.1. #ERMEST

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. ikt gt

A Obs Mean SD Min Median Max
FF 23,420 0.072 0.187 -0.271 0.024 0.853
ESG 23,420 4.219 1.063 1.000 4.000 8.000
Kz 23,420 0.549 2.315 -11.331 0.820 11.339
TRANS 23,420 0.323 0.195 0.005 0.302 1.000
Size 23,420 22.384 1.302 19.585 22.192 26.452
ROA 23,420 0.057 0.045 0.000 0.047 0.247
Growth 23,419 0.191 0.397 —0.658 0.120 4,124
ListAge 23,420 2.175 0.793 0.693 2.303 3.401
TobinQ 23,420 2.078 1.381 0.802 1.648 15.607
TOP1 23,420 34.514 14,772 8.020 32.423 75.525

W2 FRVEG RS R B R MG A IR O BRSBTS, SRR 2341 5%
AFE] - A WIE . A ESG RIL(ESG) FIA S A %5 7l v 4.219 1 4,000, AriEZEy 1.063, it HIFE
ARNFEANY ESG FIUFER K ZE T, Kl R iF ESG RIUIA BOR KSR T 25 18] . W45 (FF)
Tabr i KAl f MBS A2 0.853. —0.271, DLAHR#EZE N 0.187. fx KAE 5/ IME 2 1A 22 BRIX R W 4%
AN b T o 2 18] ) 55 PRSP AR

B, AFEAEE I B S KF R Z28E, AR SO FE3e At 18 1 dE ke . A AR E 48R
S WA SCRRARAE AT 2 AR 7E G B R 2 9 .
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4.2. FEEYASTHT

Al ESG FRIN A 55 T it B W i [ 45 R W% 3 Frsilas, Hodr, FI(L)IXAN T ESG RILXA
LR 5, F1(2)7E N (L) BE Al bt — 202 18 7 AT Ml [ e 4R AN R 8] [ 5 08z, %1)(3)E 41 (2) A L
TN T AW SRR A 4 AR &, IRIEE P REIAM AR ER, TR&TMAERIALE., B R
AT IR G, 4l ESG RIWESG)HIENH RES R IE, HAE 1% B E/KF FRE, XUt
ESG RIS T MM 55221, SCRE T AR 1.

Table 3. Reference regression

F= 3. FfEEYT
4 fz 9
ESG 0.008™" 0.009"* 0.013™
(7.005) (7.597) (12.159)
Size —0.053™"
(~46.426)
ROA 1.222"*
(38.967)
Growth -0.054""
(-16.124)
ListAge -0.018™"
(~10.120)
TobinQ 0.004™*
(3.659)
TOP1 0.001™
(7.846)
_cons 0.038"™" 0.036™" 1.145™
(7.590) (7.204) (47.572)
Industry No Yes Yes
year No Yes Yes
N 23420 23420 23420
R? 0.002 0.005 0.236

VE: FESTAZLER RN tE, ™ "M ERRIE 1%, 5% 10%/KF 8%, FFE.

4.3. REMRE

N T BE— BRI AHIE TR A, ESG SRR 55 St B M 45 R A T S SRR i, AW £ s
RN NP RS v i 3 Y o

1. RN . 25 R EIE B AL A R B i T ESG R B iE AN —E AL, 4k ESG &
BT 55 A B0 S N2 BE S I 1, ] R Ao [T AR I 95 SRk i 26 S v Abolb ) ESG 3R I, Hitsy
SEUAB RO ATRENE . Dy 7 I 5 S FHERR T RE R S A R R, AR — D R O R AR e e —
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FE=WIEHTEDE . BRI 4 FEQ)F1)FIE)FIFTR, Brai)a Rl ESG PP R AL 1%
KPR BIR IR, IESEASSCI G5 100 A [l AR AR A e, i HAS KT REVR T A B R

Table 4. Lag one to three regressions
F 4. HE—EZ=HEA

@ 0] @)
FF FF FF
L.ESG 0.011™
(9.781)
L2.ESG 0.011™
(8.686)
L3.ESG 0.012"*
(8.570)
Controls Yes Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes Yes
year Yes Yes Yes
N 17,550.000 14,619.000 12,059.000
R? 0.229 0.223 0.225

2. BIEZ M E RN . AEASCHRAERN A, SR ] 1 AT LA RV 2 2080, O TR A R AR A
P, FERETERRIS A, AN T E I 1] % A7 b ] 0N AT A A B P00 [ 5 R g (e o [ U1 45
e 5 fin, WS RN REUITE 1%/KF EREZENF, FIRIAE T AR SCSHIESE RFaErE:.

Table 5. Control time * Industry fixed effect and bidirectional fixed effect results

5. HlEtE > T E RN AR EEE AR

) @)
FF FF

ESG 0.014™" 0.003™"

(12.366) (3.396)
Controls Yes Yes
Industry * Year Yes No
Year No Yes
Individual No Yes

N 23,412 22,934

R? 0.236 0.688

5. HlHEEE S 9

B RHEE R DL — RS R PR I 4 RR ], Ak ESG RILAENS B E R THIM 55 R MKT,
BDER] T Al ESG RINBEME I S5 A IO Al 25, N TRk ESG R IAE TS il il 5 £ K
AN 2B W] LI RE R LW AV W 5520, AR R 73R AR B8 20 SRR I35 W P 1 2% 1T RE K A% 3 R AR
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ANCABSAIE . 225 O I 7%, AERITT A S AR AL AT HL AR e -
FF, .= a+ BESG; + yControls, ; + Year + Industry + ¢, ,

KZ,, (TRANS, )=a, + B,ESG,  + y,Controls,  + Year + Industry + &,

FF. =a, + BESG;, +KZ, (TRANS; )+ ,Controls, , + Year + Industry + &, @)

5.1. BRBTLIRALBIRIE

HI72 6 FU(L) IR, KZ BIRBILE 1 2%6K-F ERZE N, R ESG RIS Ml BT 20 4L 3 71
A, BTk ESG RBLEAF, Al iR B 2R A0 . 22 6 1)K Ak ESG R BUMIFL BT £ K4
KTV 6 PR (F R A2 v, RECH 0.002, 1E 5%II/KF R 3, X 45 RRH, Mt 2 RrE il ESG
RIFINE 55 VR R A P AER, B4Rk ESG R IUBREF, Al T 0 Fib B8 29 SR/, AT
Ab 0 25 Fe K Pk . 25 b, Al ESG R IIE Ik 27 7 A b fil B 24 OGS Aol i 28 v R BRI IR o 32
R 2.

Table 6. Corporate ESG performance, financing constraints and financial flexibility
2 6. Al ESG R\ AEARSEMFZRME

1) 2
Kz FF
ESG -0.160™" 0.002™
(~14.248) (2.482)
Kz -0.070™
(-109.856)
Controls Yes Tes
Industry Yes Yes
year Yes Yes
N 23,419 23,419
R? R? R?

5.2. ERIEFAENHKIE

H# 7 (1) PT 51, TRANS [ REGHTE 1%/KF LR A IE, R4 ESG RILE(E EIEHEEEIE
A, ULEAAY ESG RILELF, MLAIME EEHEME S . % 6 51Q)K A ESG KILAME EiE HE
NIV 55 e S e [ A R T, 2808 0.013, 7E 1%/K-F 5%, XEREY, 5 REVEAM
ESG KI5 R VEM < R P B R A e, B4k ESG RBLMLT, Ak i4E 5% W R mlllim, A
ANV 45 2t Kbk . 25 1, v ESG M T 1 515 B0% B A v 45 2 vk R 3 IE AE . 52
FFR% 3.

6. RRMEPTSTE
IR FER, ik ESG RIHHSLRENSIE mI 55 K, fEIREAE SHLHIRF L LRI, ESG R

T MR B ) AT S 3 ] R A 2 TR R AR ARt 1 AL RS T 35 T Al i b DX R AN [ A B4 5
USRI T e Bk ESG R IUN M 55 AL R sEma = A 22 5, BTk, At — 20 I B3R w5 T 3E4T 7 5
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Table 7. Corporate ESG performance, information transparency, and financial flexibility

7. A ESG RI., EEEPE. MEEMH

1) )
TRANS FF
ESG 0.026™ 0.013"
(26.242) (11.447)
TRANS 0.022*
(3.011)
Controls Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes
year Yes Yes
N 23,419.000 23,419.000
R? 0.431 0.236

P (0 53 AR 38R R AT S R AR IR R i 22 7

1. AP X S Ao AERTY (1) EERL B, S5 DAL RIBE T, AR L AT AL R X AN E], 38

Al ) 73D A< F b DX Al AN AR st DX A 2 AT AL mT )

H AR U4 8 Fian. () AQR)F Rl ke A

%O R AR ESG [BIH R EUE R E N IE, AR, AR ARE VISR AR AR M AL, ESG £I
O BE % 0 25 2 vy AL W 55 SRR o 9, AR SOR I B R AL A A JA BE AT 2L 18] (0] U3 A 0 22 S P
Bootstrap i X E B E 9 500 ¥k, SR 8 PR, MGTHEIRARKE, ESG RIS Al 55 44 (1
R A FIAE AR A A AT AR FR Ao lb 2 [] 5 A7 A 25 RO 2L ) 22 o MRV AS B ESG A [l VA R B 2
BEM, PR E/RAEGKRN PAEKE, ESG RIS ARARARI 55 AL MIFETH BN 2o T 2R i Aalk . X
FIRERIMRREAE, ARAR AR Al — BT I AR SR 20 3R/, A5 RIEWIERGR, SUE AR AR I X b £k ESG 2RI

X 55 RN (e 2k ROR B0

Table 8. Heterogeneity test 1
F 8 REMAEE1

)
ARIHLIX
FF
ESG 0.011™
(8.322)
g oL
Controls Yes
Industry Yes
Year Yes
N 16821.000
R? 0.234

)
JEAR X
FF

0.017
(9.074)
0.002™
Yes
Yes
Yes
6593.000
0.257

2. Al AU 5 ) S PR A AT o AER Y (1) B b, 2525 AR BORIT T, AR b BT Ak A 1 DX R AN ] 5
AR 7 9 A b AR A A3 AT 22 R, A5 R 9 Fror. BB AR5 Ak e A A
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f R AL B ESG [P RBUEI R ZENIE, ALy, AR EA M RAEEA ), ESG RILARAEN
R A 55 RAE KT DAk, ARSOR B R A AR B8R AT 4L A) [ )T A M 2 AR A
Bootstrap il X EBE Y 500 ¥, SRUWNEE 9 s, MGETHEIRERRE, ESG RIS 4l I 55 4 (1
A FIAE A A AN A folb o (]2 A7 78 25 B 2H (] 22 57 o MO AR B ESG 1A [l A SR B ZE (1)
RENE, DL A IRAGRIGH P ARG, ESG RIS A Ak 95 vk i3 T+ R 20 T 4F A 4lk.
RATREMIMERE RS, AT R, AT RIS, EHi R 5 RE T, SEUNA AL
VIR, Ht— ARG R LA, 5 REW RS, MUEE AT ik ESG RIUX I 55 =L {2
BERCR LS

Table 9. Heterogeneity test 2
9. R 2

@ )
A 1k EESp SR iall4
FF FF
ESG 0.014™ 0.011™
(8.621) (7.885)
i HIN L 0.060"
Controls Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes
Year Yes Yes
N 8092.000 14809.000
R? 0.239 0.238

7. RGBSR

ASCUEFE ESG RIS AW 45 Ttk i sem, 32 LA R B AL 8. Bk, ESG St @ RR K
JRHESTEMOM AL S, AR RERENY =T, ESG HUEH B T ke AT Rrs R R, e
A MR IR B AN B 5 P (0 B RE T, AR AR B I 5 SR A K TN 2k 2 AR AN IR . AR SCR A
2013~2022 FFFHE A I BT M EERE AR, EEUEIE ESG PPAERAE N ESG RN EAM, Eid
4 T 5 A R e AN B AP0 55 20 1, BRAR A0 H R SCUEAR S T Al ESG RIS Al 2% 2 14 1) [
RKFZR AR, )l ESG RIUA B T4 = W & 2 KF, TEHHAT T — RVIFME AL IE 5 158 ik
3o ANk ESG R T SR AR T L0 AR 15 S I SR AR I i A 25 et . SR S b R B
4l ESG RIS W 25 Z 1tk (3R AHE I E G Al FEEA Al DA K 2R 3B 1 X AN AR S X 4 AR 2 7= A
BERHEZES .

RYE LR, 5387 LR ER:

F—, DI FTRMBAT SO RS R RS, 4571527 H & ESG RIM, IG5m AV 25 F 1t DL 41
FHAF i, AEEE S R A IGE . ARINsEIAER 4E 2 TR E DL A B A B
RS T T R B SN, B gl T A B G B . fEIRERARY 7T, AT AR
PR S B AR BER S RRUR R R . ISR SR L SR TR QR R AR R R A S
Jr T SEPE A A SRR I, NSEERS 24, ANIBIER R X G R DR AR AE
REFMKI): EARNREERMRAH, BEROGEA RIS RAMEREXR. 5 BHETEN
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