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Abstract

As a major opportunity for the high-quality development of China’s economy, what exactly will digi-
tal inclusive finance bring to China’s regional economic development? This paper explores the
path mechanism of digital financial inclusion on the high-quality development of China’s economy
based on the panel data of 30 provinces across the country from 2011 to 2022, using the media-
tion effect model. The conclusion shows that the development of digital inclusive finance signifi-
cantly promotes the high-quality development of the economy. By providing convenient and low-cost
financial services, digital inclusive finance reduces the cost of enterprise financing and promotes
industrial upgrading, which in turn improves economic efficiency and quality. The results of the
heterogeneity test show that there is a significant difference between digital financial inclusion for
the economic development of the eastern, central and western regions, with a greater impact on
the central region than on the eastern region, while the impact on the western region is further
increased. Therefore, in order to give full play to the role of digital inclusive finance, it is necessary
to further improve the policy and financial service system and strengthen regulation to promote
the high-quality development of China’s economy.
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BEE BRI P HEBEAN BRI S RIS, B 8 SRl R, oy B HEL T R R %0 5
B, ERIT B RO R R 58 35 AU BRI N, AN OCKS xR 55 fik A1) 208 {1 22 4% S 44 2k LA
BRI AR, JCHON RO TR XA AR R SR AL T = R e ) Gt iRiE, & 5w 7 el i 55 1)
W R HRA A AAREX R KT ST, S EeRx 25 R RIEE I H s & . B
RETRIAAT 2, B S B EREN THI0E 7, HIEEBEEGMAESHE, MEARRFFNEREK
JEAR EIRIE AT 3 1 5 LI AR . BEE BT L R AR AN BE B B AN & 5 R
KR RBE RSN Sy R SCHE i, AR BP R T . e e (R e . SEBL AT 8 e H b 5577 T Jie
L BRI 77

Zibprik, B EEeR KR SETHK. PO TR L GETEE )5 TE 2 A B H R Y 1IEAE
KRKFo RERK, BEBTHORMABOUE SR, Byt B e e sh 2 5w i R R LR IR A
RPR SN G , HE EANEE R . PR AT 5 B2 H 22 TR AR R DTk 1
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W e R AT s e B Bl R R R R R, RIS T R B R . AEESRE,  ECE
HZEFE(2019) [1IHIH] 283 AT IR TG K, SEUE 0 Hr 805 B Rl A A 2 5 (et 1 Pk dE Rt Ak
Tt HIXFPREMEAR R AR RER B R . EGUR(2020) [2] BRI AT SEIE YA A L 20
THFE R, XRS5 E T R BRI R R WFFUREL, o8 R A R AN EL%
et 7 LSS T, IRl ISR T DB HTE ) R HESh L S5 I Ak . B AT (@A F1°1-(2018) [3]
RIT T A7 B AR R T ST RN S R R R i . SCR R, K i Rk R R AN et
THHETG, EEE A RIRECE . 3 el 55 3R 07 AAEsh 1 b S M A BRI . 2T AR
#1(2016) [A1HRTT T #r B MG R 2 GG KR . SCRARH, B R A R i B v < R 55 1 7
i AR, (Rt Tt g, o e 25 T g A T BRI E . ETA AR 1% 45(2012) [5]9F TR HL
FER ) < i (B A5 8 7 R ) AR S HEAT TR AT I SCRAR Y, ELIR I < it o B0 7 BOR BRI T <RIk
FMIEA, $E T RS IR, PR T G A T ARG . B R R L G R T
SEMAAG R 1)z AR . Bh0, 2% 7K(2024) [6]HIRTFLR I, Koyt B i n] AR i 55 = b i Pk Je
B HEED b R AT 2 -

2.2. g AT

o BRI R Ik S5, DA B s RS Rs , ONERTE  EA
TENTHHE S Rl AP A TR R 5N, By i i RN &

(1) B B R 2 UK HEsh 1 H

By B R ) SRR N ZE T R R SR SR TSR Sl e MR . B SR
PUE BBARTFB, ey SRl e RS HEL I 2 2 RAF EARMBL B oK, PRARAC 5 A, 42wy el
NS5 BT ARPE A ERIE[ 7] XA B T 36 71, LT, I ReEsh ka5 LT 2%,
ST+ (R AN R 2k [8] -

(2) Hrv i B Rt Pt/

PNV S TR A 28 T v TR A SR I A% Lo o G BHECHE D NI 30 F R A0 A, AR G5 M AR e FR AT %
PV R JRE ONHESN 22 B A B DR BE  Bi A e R DA N A AT BT R A AR AR A L e R
AR AR S5[9], At 1R Nb B JE, BEMTIES) 1 LSS BT . RIS, Ky i A g filis
REBN I G M T, SRR DR M AL AN T+

(3) vt A fhoxt XA RE /1 E

By W R R Y K TG eIk S5 B S a L, $-TT 1A S SRR L DR B AR At ]
SR, DA SR T SR A BB SCRF[10] 0 IR B G SRR TR AE A, K
TR AEE /7. By B R A R BATRER Y BN, A FEARARAS . mRCR IR A, TR
ot b= A BRI b, HESIASR L (5 R, VRIS S E IE R A B, XA RS AU
BT ERIE, HES) TR PR RE . AWTTHRTE T AEA XIS 815 6

(4) B BRI 2 X R R e 2 A

By W R R, XTI 2 DXk b R RS 21 7 ARAR BB A o B0 B e Rl R R AT R T 4
N2 TRV <Rl A FR 2 B o FR TR WL AR A 1 20 5 03T SR W i A A G < AT AR AN RE 7R o B ozt L [X
1530 < o U T A3 3o 5 A PR A0 B R SR IS [N 22 [ P PR, A7 AT B e IR0, s 2 1
N2 R ERARSS . XAME R 1 koS 1 AR5, &N BIHnEsh gt 7 RS,
et 7 P . A, B e R A R I TR 2 2 (B B e s AR IR, S T
k2 DX I B R -
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R L A SR A DA R B0 23 A 58 R

B —: e B 2K

Bt = By B e iE i et A I g, BB IR AR G LS, B JIHEB A BT R 5
R

U= B R (2 b N & B T HE S 22 T v RE AR
3. fAREIT
3.1. BUIEFKIR

ARTCHET 2011 A 2 2022 SR 30 AN T AR B T 7T, Kyl B A AR BORIR T b
R 2 R < R 7 P o AT U8 AR AT ) ) 5 10 5 A8 R PR Am AN B A S R i RV T
hESE TSR LG AR
3.2. BEIEW

R AR B Nl e R TR HU(DF) . By B e R R BORIE T A6 UK By 3 2 e R 5T 0 A
WS <5 il £ 1A 3T ) 1) 2 PR A R B A B A 25 RO, R R PR A R A 22 A 2 i e 0 3 R < R
FEEES J7RES WREE, SRS AR AL TR A .

Wefr AR B U X A 7 BB (GDP) M X A P BB #7123 X A8 5F (SRR RS 5 G5 MY RFAIE, L%
AR AR IR 2K 5 2 B E Bt 7 A o TR, th R ) AR AR 22 B BUR oG B AR Hl , B R x) Ee A
T, BATAT LIATA 2 P BOR I L PR AR, DME MU SR 2 AA R e Behh, XA ™ i 2
iyt [X 22 503 ) RGN B B R

33 ANEZE

PANL AR AL (ISUL)IR 2 22 F AT AR B D7 iR A P b S5 M s AL L S R, A SCS % %12
1£(2022) [11EHI 38 =k 55 P b P E 2 R TR Pk s s Rk, Bkt A Dy:

ISUL=| o
Y2,

Fof, Y20 Y3 A BIZER A A e
Pl S A B (1SUR) T i —HE A A PR S MO ST B, BB B A A

TL= Zi”l:(_i'n[zi-/ U

b, v RIPEE, L P DK n PR R TL SRS A B I A R bR
HAEMEAE 0 R M AHE, RZBAGHE,

PR B Ny T ALY B A T DA S AERR N AR sl AR & . N KSF(IL) A ST ALY GDP Skl
N IKFo 3 H BN TR ] B 22 RS A A0 5070 8 4 ™ i R IR 25 1 5 SR AN 2 A2 B, TRl ks
HISCN T LS B A T v A b DA K e B R A B R B IS PR, JE HURON E T RS AR
B S NS Bh e O A A T S AR T R S SR . AR B (FDI @R KR T 7 R
WA R I — AN b X KT ST TSORE B Ry, AR BB 08 0 P DA SRR e i X R R . K&
74 DL AR i AR T i 12 X P A 7 0 37 e s e BE K PR A A A M X 2 3 = T R o W AT
JECRE T (Open) 8 A A% 44 1t UG8 L GDP LU BT & . B R A BE (Market) R H i b fb e Bok i &, 3R
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AITAN R E R et IR Tr A e, IF B SoR DA B T8 18 RIS .

4, EEILG
4.1, EAEDYFEEY

GDP, = «a, + B,DFl,, + p,IL;, + ,0pen, + B,FDI, + SMarket + u+¢@+¢

PRSI A, i AUREEANE X, ¢ FORFEZI XA BV N, o WHEEIL 1. 005N
16 5 X Ao 1) 20 S R[] e (R0 20, AR BE LR Z2 50

4.2. PNBNIRE

KN ZHIR DB S T 15(2014) [12]80 /RN “ =K S0 Tk sl sr i /e RS
GDP, =6, +GFDl, + X\, + u+@+¢

ISUL, = o+ a,FDI, + X, + i+ p+ &
GDP, = p, + p,FDI, + p,ISUL, + X, + i+ ¢+ &
GDP|t = HO +01FD|“ =+ xit +U+Q+e

ISUZit =qQ, +a1FD|it + Xit +u+p+e
GDPIt = Po +p1FD|it +p2|SU2it + Xit +u+p+e

FEUARRL A, i ARREEANE X, t BREZHX A RTEE AN, 6, « ay~ p, NEEIN, 4 .
0 53 A g [ 7 DX 3 1) A5 R [ B R R N, o ARGRBEN LR ZE I, X Ronishil B &, PN A
KESRER o« p, 5 p,. £ LE g BRFZENEHT, WERNALES 5TERME R 1 R
EE0. R p, 5 p, ¥R, WEBAAZLERE AR W 998 20 — AN AN 2 38 ) 75 45 5
FEUER) J5 1 sobel 5672 5 bootstrap [ 2& HlREIERI6 T/ RN

5. SCUES AR
5.1. RS

AL 2011~2022 4FH [ 30 N {3 (P8R T Budfa sk IO 7™ 2 R R S BR) VR DR TEXT R, AR L
ERIE T ChESEHHFESE) (PRSI E) 58 THRIHFES, M0 EE RIE T AR %5
BN E TG RR, B E R GRS I A VA AN B BRI B MRS WL 1 PR,

Table 1. Descriptive statistics for variables

=1 TEmARMRIT

e FEAEL B PRtk H/ME >IN

GDP 360 28.337 0.9230 25.841 34.353

DFI 360 243.928 107.64 18.33 460.69

Isu1 360 1.34686 0.7299 0.527 5.244

1ISU2 360 0.20351 0.1949 0.212 1.042

Open 360 0.27269 0.2817 0.008 1.464
FDI 360 0.01964 0.0182 0.005 0.121

IL 360 58,673.6 30,563.4 16,024 19,009

Market 360 8.10713 1.94469 3.360 12.922
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GEREIR, # X E S A a(DF) AR AE 2 N 107.64, T35 N 243.928, /M N 18.33, &K
N 460.69, FKHHSHLIX (A7 B EAR BAERKESR, ERNMEETE, Ptk
SERRm ALY RBIIERR, FRHERECNRE A, S8 O X 2 A R I 22

5.2. EofEEYT

TN T AR AT LM KBRS p 25 0.000 < 0.05, BEMLIELEFERE, EHBEHLS A BT OLS
W e/ IV ERE A . EHEAT FASIRIY, p {E>4 0.000 < 0.05, [RIHAR 2 SR A 15, I B S RN AR A A
OLS il fpe /N —FRiEMAL, 7R 5 FATTHEAT Hausman R 36HT p {80 0.000 &b @t A58, 35 A [F 2 RN
DT BENLRON o PE] b A ] Y A2 70 S Y [ RO, [ S el T AN [ o 300 i 2 4 e 0 R Joe iy SR i
WA SR FH S 165 PR X 2 A 7Y

Table 2. Baseline regression results

2. FERIVFLER

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
GDP GDP GDP GDP GDP
DFI 0.00823"* 0.009314™ 0.008489" 0.006452" 0.006404™
(4.2863) (4.6890) (4.2959) (2.5046) (2.5135)
Open 0.4252™ 0.2928 0.4280" 0.3311
(2.0051) (1.3731) (1.7854) (1.3823)
FDI 3.9683™" 4.0729™ 3.3189™
(3.1650) (3.2436) (2.6134)
L 0.000003773 0.000003864
(1.2309) (1.2745)
Market 0.07833"™"
(2.8368)
BB 27.554™ 27.365™" 27.342™ 27.237™ 26.736™"
(301.2623) (208.4506) (210.8999) (175.3982) (114.2233)
I} ] YES YES YES YES YES
A YES YES YES YES YES
N 360 360 360 360 360
R2 0.5563 0.5619 0.5754 0.5774 0.5879

W BEMHAKFE 10%. 5% 1%4 0 T L RN, BIESNEEN t SR, FE.

e 2 JyBEURESIAIE R VAZE R, 55— AR D A NN A% 1) 2 i e 3 < RS b [X A 7 BB 2 TR
(e 5 285 SR R 7 R RO T R RN IE T 1 1% R MK, AR RBOAF] T 0.00823.
7l R RO T XA MBS B R 2 A IE R HESN AR . AR S S TR IR AR B e, Bl
AR bt R R R B W RSN, HOER T 1% KT, SR KT 0.006404,
BB — 15 2L -

HY A R R T e U e R R R B B IR HESh R, OF R A MR Z R
[13]o AFZEHIAZERA , AFIWCNFISE AT B 2 138 2 LR ZE P 09 ki & = R B Br R TR . BU
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XA RRE LRI, = RBOMNERA UL BR N A KR AR E A M aiE vk s shid fed, A&
SPEOM AT M P GHT RE 1 A K o BUR A A RS BB TR A3, 7T RE 2 A 41 B BT ACRE N R P A
AT AR S GG PR E 3 A B Gk UK, JF B2 s Al P A BRESA I AL AR TH 0, el Aol A 0 B A
SEN AL B . I HAAUH LBl 4 Al ok BRI 2 B Al AN B E VTS B, e kS5 T4
HHEAREFIEN, T REZGSHPAE .

5.3. FAHHHELE
5.3.1. RAHLHIKIE 1

Table 3. Mediation effect test 1
< 3. PAMRRLE 1

(1) (2) 3)
GDP ISU1 GDP
DFI 0.006™ 0.008™ 0.001"
(2.514) (5.498) (3.256)
Open 0.331 -0.925™ 0.405"
(1.382) (-6.737) (1.788)
FDI 3.319™ 1.146 3.900"
(2.613) (1.575) (3.106)
IL 0.000 —0.000™" 0.000™
(1.274) (-5.443) (3.731)
Market 0.078™ —0.046™" 0.057"
(2.837) (-2.890) (2.108)
ISU1 0.031
(0.346)
W HIR 26.736™ 1.648 26.875"
(114.223) (12.288) (110.056)
N 360 360 360
R2 0.588 0.714 0.568
F 28.002 48.988 71.035
I A YES YES YES
A YES YES YES
Sobel % Z=-1877
Bootstrap 95% (p =0.061)
BEX0 [-0.001678, —0.0001164]

% 3 FrsAs P K e BA AR A A RN AR v, R AT 0 A e oS T Lk S e
AR EFHAESEN, HiEid 1 1%8 F KT, JFHP gk m g xt + i X 250 & e £ ILIE R HEZ)
TER,  EARBAT I BT, H)ESE sobel K5 bootstrap fiFIZI BAEAFAE A ZONE, PR k™
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b 2 e et A B R < RO T X 20 5 v o A R AR AE R RN, HLAR A O 35.1%. H
LETT DA H i R < ) A R S L B 2 A S X\ 5 T S N s AL KT, BETT 3R T X I 22 %
RFERI ST, B A5 2I%KIIE.

5.3.2. RAHLHIKLE 2

Table 4. Mediation effect test 2
4. PAYRRLE 2

(1) (2) 3)
GDP ISU2 GDP
DFI 0.006™ -0.002" 0.007**
(2.514) (-1.744) (2.634)
Open 0.331 0.055 0.321
(1.382) (0.577) (1.340)
FDI 3.319™ 1.888™ 2.965™
(2.613) (3.736) (2.287)
IL 0.000 -0.000"" 0.000
(1.274) (-2.721) (1.462)
Market 0.078™* 0.016 0.075™*
(2.837) (1.486) (2.720)
ISU2 0.187
(1.322)
WO 26.736™" 0.301"* 26.679"
(114.223) (3.228) (112.271)
N 360 360 360
R2 0.588 0.410 0.590
F 28.002 13.626 26.521
S (8] YES YES YES
A YES YES YES
Sobel #:56: Z=2017
Bootstrap 95% (p =0.044)
BEXA [ 0.000158, 0.004814]

% 4 RO L R A B R AR BB T, AT DA A R T L A
BALRIAR R 2 H0N-0.002, HiEd 1 10%:2 MK, (H d1 T8 28 R e 800l & il - Ik a5 5 BRAE O
Wi FEAR, BT DATS 73k B R < 2 ) 7 MV 1 BN B RO FEE AT 2 HE B B AT
PRI (=) 2Rt Ml 54 o BEAL — R AR ] DA R 2803 A S ont - L IX 20 5 fm B Jre th 2 L IE
W ESIE R, ol 1 19% 2 F MK, [FRERIEAT 1 sobel #6555 bootstrap AT 46 & A7 £ T/ &L
JSEf, sobel A% p {79 0.044 < 0.05, A ULAE4A )RR, 53 4h bootstrap flif¥: 1000 VX i 95% {7 X [H]
WAELE 0, TEB LS5 R BRALAE B0 7 28 e R HE S 22 5t e o B A e R R b BT v s, B =
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(EE=I LTI
54. RigtaE

(1) BEAE e 25 R8BI TR KdE P B AR 57 7 Z2 A0 7 51 B AR SC B T, AT 8 vt 25 Ay T 5 SR HE Tl
PERRER, ASCHERERL (1) P 51N TR IE TR Z2 A5 (PCSE) ARG AEAR 7R [m] Y1 25 SR R fi 2k

(2) AL E: 5 8 B XA] [F] 58 RN AF Kb P I AL B ) R B SR (RN D T S S st e
RGOS 22 5 i JoT A FR I ] 22 A ELAE AN [R] 4t X1 475 22 S5t (60 5 A8 52 ) R 3 IR) AP A X 1) [ 5 R0
BE— P SN S I RS B, 52 1T B e b B A 7R R A i 12

(3) diE AR RS RIRC T A A RARAE I A, BRI T3t X A 285 R R A AE — SE I
(I o 2, DR LA SR A P A B K Al R < A 0 5 — 30 AR [ A 25 R A A

(4) AZEALER: Dy 1 AEECHE B G i B B R T AR AR R A TR T R B iR, DRI MAS SR AR B R
AR AL, KA RO S (B TR [ A A, A4 R G i, R 5.

Table 5. Robustness test results
=5 REMRIESER

TR 1E R it Je ko g gi AL T
GDP GDP GDP GDP_w
DFI 0.006404™ 0.006403"
(2.4033) (2.5441)
L.DFI 0.005253"
(1.8969)
DFI_w 0.004193"
(4.6913)
Gig el 26.736™" 26.898™ 26.872"" 26.876™"
(84.9273) (113.1501) (101.8494) (314.9567)
I [ YES YES YES YES
Ak YES YES YES YES
N 360 360 360 360
R2 0.5879 0.5991 0.5221 0.9067

55. REMEE

HTREELE, $MXPREEREREEREER, S RKBEREEARAME, FAT
PRICAN [ DX 35k 2 8 1 22 5 AR SOF o [ 5 RIS ARS8 R A G 3 = AN Xk, FF 4 AT 7 X3 7 5
PEGP BT, iR L 6. 45 REBHIB T BEER TR, S v HmIX 25 R YRR IE
) HES 1 o BRUAR = AN H X (R 500 7 ) AR TR] (EL 2 e A B2 (B R BOK /N A IS [ o 8 L [X ) % 45(0.00839)
KT 4R HHIX (0.00256), {H/NFPHHIHLIX (0.00987) . 1X S Wt 1 %074 58 4 @il 78 A [5) i X ()4 s/ F A7 78
22 51 [13] o Bt B RN T i X I 2 5 R R HERN A F 22 R TR X, FRATTBE 5T R B0 W] e AEAE 1Y
JE R H T AR XA A b B 2 5 R R ATy, AR AN DR g5 i S5 T7 Ak T
A [E e AL, X AE AT R R AR AT R DRI B KT, I A A T R R AR HES) A0
WK P T EE A, B, B R SR e B A R R A B R R KT DX R PR RS R N o T
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R X H T TR R KT AT R AL, ek e e R A TR R Ok, JFHL,
8 iy DX L PG 08 X ) 22 R0t A BEAR 8, A IR . B sl s . B b SR N M R 5 3
Pt 3 BT BOR WIS SR 1A 0 SC4% , DRI AE 807 28 e (82 FH A e b Lg% — s L 9.,
AE % 54 A B 7 A e RORAE S 25 A e T PG AL IX AR 22 TF KT AR e, B BoR g
JeMUSE FRERE AR, (HEEEEBUD, MKW R, BRI SR R BB AOR . AN Bk — P i 1, £k
Tl T R PR R R R HE S ML X 20 B A R A EE A

Table 6. Heterogeneity test results

6. REMRNLS

1) (2 3)

GDP GDP GDP
DFI 0.002566"" 0.008392"** 0.009875™
(2.8655) (4.5591) (2.7887)
Open 0.5249 0.8912" —0.4803
(1.2728) (1.9954) (-1.4602)
FDI 5.2507" -0.6417 —2.0034
(2.3688) (-0.3277) (-0.6427)
IL 0.000004060" 0.00001295™ 0.000003089
(1.8460) (2.5788) (0.4782)
it da s 0.01123 0.07556™ 0.08533"*
(0.3307) (4.9865) (3.2680)
w5 B 27.245™" 26.781™ 26.553™
(44.6409) (188.4745) (117.3509)
I} (7] YES YES YES
A YES YES YES
N 132 96 132
R2 0.3818 0.9758 0.9489

6. BEENHT

oy e R E 2 5 H TP e SR EI Mt EREBNEBITBORK &, R 1%
35 R 55 AT Ao 2 TS L AL G IR TE S U A S N, BB K T Rl S5 O a Y LR T 15 . B
SR DUILAGHVE . EAE AR RRE SRR i, O HESh R E 22 5 R R RREN TBTIIBI 1. AR TR
NHIHT T B S R P ML S5 M A T RN B v B A R rh R E ] . I SR A s e B
PrE et s ik, BAMSH 7L T 45

(1) B B P T GG 2 1 B 2EHESE . i SR AL Rtk ,
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