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Abstract

In the era of the digital economy, digital transformation has emerged as a crucial measure to em-
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power the operational performance of enterprises. The author used panel data of A-share listed
companies in China from 2009 to 2022 to explore the impact and mechanism of digital transfor-
mation on corporate debt default risk. The study found that: First, digital transformation can ef-
fectively reduce a company’s debt default risk, with a stronger effect observed at the practical
technology application level. Second, from a mechanism perspective, corporate digital transfor-
mation can inhibit corporate debt default risk through its impact on ESG performance. Third, after
robustness tests using methods such as replacing core variables, changing sample periods, and
propensity score matching, this conclusion still holds. The article enriches and expands the em-
pirical research on digitalization practices of A-share listed companies in China, contributing to a
better understanding of the mechanism by which digital transformation promotes high-quality
development and offering a new perspective for evaluating the performance of corporate digital
transformation.
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1. 518

TR 5% v FE LA A 5B 2 I . LR SRR ZE R BE A M S5, Al R tE &Rl . 2022
12 B, EFRAICER R TAES W B YRER IS “H PR E RSN SRR, BTEMRIFS
Grrradg e g, NAE SRl R R R, A Bkt o SO 2R 1 B 5 WS R Al . 2024 4F 1 H,
IER 2 RG TAESVERMERE “Fa” 5 “H” %% . HERATATEREN, Bagr fA
W A AT A RbLH . SR, AU 2023 FFEAER, FREMZT I T KRR iR B 2 F 0, X 5T
ARl RIRE G R 7B . AR E R RTINS, SIS e ERE. BiF
BB IR, BRI G, R R ik ) B FESG K S Y . BB BT AT RN KR,
AR H 85 A TG . AE Bk SR R, B ESG RPN AL S i {H 3,
i3 K - 2 B AR K R Bh g, BUORT A HTE AR R A 2 KR SR i R P 1 T AR R
PRSI TT, B BRI R A 5] N X BREERI N TR BES B AR, DASElA =,
BT E RS R R, BN ESG BT F Al P nl FRE A ik R £ K E B, ESG
(Environmental, Social and Governance) & i M\IR5E . b2 i1 7R BE = N4 PPl Ak 4878 (R AT ek DA
JOrt s ME S R . T 21 g E R, ESG ME I SE rE i 4 2004 4, 2005 4, Ivo
Knoepel 5¢ /% (UETE-F-#EmD) (Who Cares Wins), T IXKEH#fiE X T ESG 4. 414, ESG B{n R4k ik el
SRR A H a8 &, A EARR I — 2], AfELE31FR, ERE R R, &
BEAAAAAE R Wi, AT RE S ALK IR R AL 2 RGBSR R
FEBATHC AL RSBy, A b 75 ZE A 8 E 51 ESG KM HAT, A0%#HMWE AR — il
WERL A, BCE LR ESG RINIX — “HMERIN” , WEFHI AL 55 4 S s . 2, KT
B BRI ESG RIAT ML SO it 78, H il R BAEREM 5518 B gk A E 55—
FERRE, ROHEERX EAYEE TS, RBIFZ RN R[4]. ka7 S i 2 g
5 ESG R, BE AR AL 55 LA ? e L BT ESG SR I (2 1A F 2 75 BRI b [X 55 S5 o 14
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FB A MBI R R, FEik— DRI R A R Al A5 5535 2 XU 1) i o 2 75 52 B0 - A R IR AN [) 4
A Ml SR R A1 55 DA 3R R VR

2. BRSHSHRER/IL
21 HFUHBSEIHRSFHRE

W TP M T R 2 B, R R b By “8 7 “m7 CR7 RT “M
SRR G B, HES L SCEL AN R . b BT A Bt R SE LS, KK
T B R HE[5]. A T AR Aol 5 55 3 240 XU (R 49 P ATL AR 2 284 LUR J LA 7 1

s BUr AT DA b SR T R . BT R Al R SR BT R AR — A B YR 2R
FRE, EAMUBCET RO A S R A R SEEL, W R BRFERAERI I . BORBETI
FETPEETT M BB DN B AR T DR BE R HERA . S O BAE RS S, Al AT DK 5 Al o AT AT
M BURNE, A A AR08 T8 4 AT PR SRR XU B, IR/ 57 AN A 7 5 1 B A R . B T R IR
A HCT AR AT R T BEEBE,  HO I R B RRE R v (K Al LA S i kAR (6], R H Ak
FETYREND B 25 PRI 05 L0 A, HLAE R 2 B BRI 58 TR 2 et i P AR SBR[ 7] o

B BUA R B TR R AR T Al v BEAL A 7 T A A SR o 2R TR B AR
Big, e bRt 1 SEE MR R AE S L], DOl AR O R ) M A, e AR
JRAANGE D o AESEIERE AR, Ak e BB AT P A A5 DL A, A X 00 5% Rk B 1 s FH AR A
FEBRRE I AFRISE T, AT BRI 55 ARG o By A TR 3 25 PRI 1 IR B Al ) 5 55 3 240 U, G e 8 KR
A IR AR R R P B AR e PR SGBRALAGI[8] . K BEAR 9 S B AE T I e G P I S B2 . Hr e e Y
P S EAE AR FERCR, AR AR N T8, $RATAG R, 8 AE T e g b N
Jii o AR 2 AN T RESEHOR,  AblbmT DLSEAS HE T iy 37 %5, PRI 7 U, AT 1 5 58
N A B 2SR . XA B T 655 B L W, B REs e m L i se 4 71, LBk
J& o PR SR A IR H AR B OL A ). B0 A e Rl 51N S HER) (5 B BOR A B R 4t
et ERP (Ml IR R SE. CRM (B KRB H) R4, AR A MKE SR, ik
GRURMCE, IS & B T 5 TR B A Bl o XA A B 11 BE 0 O, AN DCRENS IRl A A2 T T 1
RARTVEAT N, IEREA BRI A NS Sl B B RE 7T, BRARMBC AT B B RS . AW TR B A By A e
B2 DGE ARG, 3D A T et A A R [9] -

= BT B TG s Al ) BRIRIRIEE 70, SRR A R R B PR, AT B 5 55 1R 20 v
FER[8]. WTFTHaH, B e R s A B 1o Ailb o AR TR B 7 SRR, (6 Al ST e ANk
SRR IR AR 08 SCHE, AT AR A i 5 240 SR [10] 0 X5 H 5] T R0 4 AT LAS) A R R AT T 55 XU
BeAt, B RGE I 2T HE BB IR, A Al A5 B A SR, BRI RS T R B A ROK . BATT S
P A3 1 By A R B 2 D T R BR AR, IR ISR 5 SR GRS KA T R RN A
U, ey RS R VBB RE ), Rl A R B SR B, HESh T EORGH, vk Sl
R R R T 5 F[12]. FHUIRZE B DL R R

H1: Hr e R m] LURENS AR il 10 5 55 1 20 AU

22. W HWHBS ESG RI;

PG B SR 1 Ak N4 BLTESR B S R AN E e KA D9 H AR, DRSO 8 70 TR T 36 1 55 5124 1)
SMHEATRT T . AR, B ESG B S MVEIEARN 5515 BAE A BB M e LA SR 22 A T R
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FEMEAWHRT, W51 2RI ESG RN AR FROGTE I s el /. Al B A e AR B R R
GRS RN HEE, GEW A SEI A ESG RIUURKAL, [FI ] LA SEILIE R ESG RILMBIHL,
F B Z BN OCHE BERR T R IR A0 “ 00 B bR T Ak a] RESE R e S 1 s s [13] . AR T2
FE £ RACEEAL G AV H b, 1E AR 5 F6 K5 () ESG LB B 1 BAAS 5 Bk, I BAE B AL R 2 i,
A JE ESG TR BN RAS K TUR A [14]. X AR “anfil 5] Sl 32048 ESG RIL? 7 16 G #mm 1)
JARZ —. BUPALERI I . A SRR B(ESG) RIS A 2 U5 TH M, AR IEHE ESG Mg i1l
i ESG Sik[15]. #E5) ESG VALK FE[16] G2 iRl Bt L9 AN TH 73 B M O FE[1 7155 @ AR 2R & 1R T
k) ESG KM, HAEB MK TIE i RIR AR [13]. Bk, $RHBERMT:
H2: b3 8] DB Al i) ESG R I.

2.3. ESG RIW PN ER

R AP ESG RIHE I NE B T K N E, H H TR PG 5B L R . ESG RIS A
MBI R e BB ARG, B A R AR A Aot rTRRSE R R I B =B K, T ESG R I 2
A b AT Rt (G B e bR . ARYE(S BN RIS, ESG RIS A EEMBLE AT, HEH
AR R TRETAE B G RIF ESG RILM A, ARSI EEF K BFEL S0
RTARHEEE IR ). LRI ESG RILTT LARRARAR T BiA, W/ Dmh Bt 20, ki B f57 555 2 XU
SRR ZA M S HRAL, A AR AT AR R 52 306 ) 2 96 2 R 28 R SR A HH w5 R R B [ 18] X — A
M5 ESG REMEEERE . A M5 EL RS2 2 HE 4 2 BARE LRI . BKEIT ESG
AT I A F R 5 R 2 R B S SR JE 2088 11, BRI e AR A5 551 20 AR 2R FEAR[19]. fRF5 1R
Bi #E S FI A RE HL(ESG) S E B AR A ML 57 5535 24 AR J7 T R #54 B Z2/E ] - Suganda, TR UESE T4l
M TAT Sk 538 20 KUK 2 [RIAEAE TR 56 56 B, 38 R BTN 2R T 20 %o 33 440 KU #5447 T B2 [ 20] - Zahid,
RMA &I ESG RIVAF (1) 7 i 55 b B 80/, S5 o) MR T A TAS AL BT AR [21] . teAh, ARBEER AN
AR N R AFIK ESG RIL AT U I jd/ D AR AR . $2 P 3B M B A4z 1l KP4, BRAR A 5538 240 K
[K:[22]-[24]. ESG KB P ERIAHEA X HEAH IS, ESG RIM K LM b4 B o 5235 19 P S5V EEAL
HA AR B HAR R, X SHCE R TR R F T I8 BERE R B RS SR AR Bl A . 22T B3R
ST, DL

H3: B K iE, BB ik ESG B,  HEMIBEAC AL A 5535 29 XU
3. MRt
3.1 HERIEFESHIEKIR

SEHDFRE A i bl ] 2009 4% 2022 4 EEE AREA, Il ORI RHA ARG TE BT A R AR
BT, K15 T B A B AL S 40 . ESG R PUAH S Bd Vi T L AR BUE BIRS A TR A,
WA 55 Je FARBAE WR R CSMAR ¥ . (BTG DeEURRT, HERR ST, PT SRR Ll AR fA7EHL
PR AT LR & s BT A, STE AR BT R 1% 4e AT, DA CREGE 1 HER
PERI A FEME, e 215 21 36,690 NH A A =] — 2 FE UL - HHfE A BRAN 43 BT K H Excel 1 Statal6.0 581K

32. TEEX

WA At 553 4 KUK (ZScore) . I LA 551 2 0 AR A = Ak A 45 I B ) b, 2260,
A S4B br R bR Rl . Horb, W 553840045 Zscore. Ohlson $ H I 77 XS 36 B (Oscore)2%; T1i3%
T FR 035 Merton 784V & A2 0 45 N 55 7] BEVE ) Merton DD #657Y  BEEEUG 250k sh . B REL. WSS ATAT
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5. T Zscore A BOTNHT S EA T % A4F T R ZH AW 4R, AR e si &1k . Bk,
BH R B [2510 78, KA Altman $2 H FIME 1E Zscore I 256 b &I 45 KUKy o [ It 2% Bo8E 1 [26] (1)
g, AR Z [EIFE, RS BT 2.67 19 Z (B MLIIME B E N 0, s Al (I 55 XU 7K ST 85
fi%s ¥ 1.81 3 2.67 Z 1A Z ERIMMEBEE R 1, FoR i 55 X8 T2 KF; BT 1811 Z
LI B2 A 2, FoR Al i IV 45 XU Ak T4 i 7K

RS M RI(DCG) . HUr b AL A 8 Al 78 A 7= 5 3 P s F B BOR AR 1 R 4ok
PERBCRANE ISR a7, N ECE A BUR ] AEROSUR  T EN E T2 M [27]-[29]
Uk, ZEFIBHERWE ORI, B AKEE . XEbE. N TGS i ERME RN S
MR, G BUE AR S ARVE I DU BT, AR AE SR 1 B AR B I Al
FAUFERL

AR e il ESG RIUESG). SHiKKFL[30155:K ik, RAMEIE ESG oA R EdE. %k AR
FHIE T R E G AR T PR R R RVRERYE,  RROE RSB S [ [ N A AERRES . e JRBEJT
LR AR RIVZIPHR R GAHRBEM A BEVE S ME, 1F o & AL AR A FE P9 ESG R (L AR
#E, JERIR 1% 9 A IVERN AT AL

PR, S EE RS SIS B8 BARK PSS EEAE, R HEmm T 7 ECE (
B RSB L AR 1R R, kD A S B N AE TR R R, 3R S R RRE S . 2838 55 T AFil[7].
SN[ FIZELKE A [26] S A S AU R, JE Tk B BRI — RAIEHI R &, 1 B (Age). i
MR (Size) AL 7 5 (Balance) 5 o A B, AT ML (FR 4 2012 4 1IE I 2547 Mk K 38) FIAF FE kAT 1 #1f1

AARAR R E N, ik 1R,

Table 1. Variable definition summary
F1 EEENLE

AR EE A RS A5 R AR E L
WA ZScore Al £ 55 3 240 SRR Z {H VP53
R A DCG AV AR LA b B 7 ] A + 1)
A& ESG Nl ESG I AV A4 ARLE ESG PR 1P (E
FEA & Age & Ln(A & SLAFER + 1)
Size Ak HUAE Ln(fisk s % 7=
Lev W 5 KA SR
TOP1 JBERL B r F— R R LA
Board EHSHE Ln(FEHFESAE)
Indep ST G YN o YN
Balance JBOASL il 7 P2 92 &5 KIARFEM LA — KA RE L]
ROA el YRR B R
Both PG — LEEFEERMBEH b — AHAE, WAL, B0
Soe FERUE B Ay 1, HABEO
Year I i) 1 0038
Ind A7l R U B
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3.3. REME

1) F ik ] )45
N SEUERIE FERC AL TR0 Al 053 953 20 XURS: BRI AN, T S ) Sl R A [ VAR AR AT ARG 6, AT R
ZScore;, = o, +a,DCG; + ;> Controls, + 4 +6, + &, @

o, ZScore # FAEM & AL 7 5538 29 KK 4EFR, DCG MR b B A BUMFREE . RIS, B 0L
5 1& Control 1=y M S22 &, DS A T RERZMAT LA RN R o o RN B 2 RN, 6 RoR
AT RE RN, & ARENLIRZET, a0 AR EI, ay 1 AARR AR KL, | Romaw], tRRER
2) A RN S
AT BRI ESG RIUAEEU T FE RS Al 15 55 3 20 KU RE WA 2 15 A7 AL FR A RN, 5 26t A
SE[BLIWETT, JFicE I IR
ESG;, = 5, + B,DCG,, +¢,; Y Control, + 1, +6, + &, 2
ZScore;, =y, +7,DCG,, +7,ESG,, + ¢, Y Control, , + 1, +6, +¢,, ©)

izl Bootstrap 75 7 T BT AL 5 Al A7 553 20 KUK A Th A RNz, 25 5 R BRAR By x 9, (B2 1
RPVWTIRI AN o 5 52, AR BT s AN TR 5E Th RN o BRI oy 1A 325 MR 2R W] REAE
FEEA A B AR BT S — Bkt — P HRR M P A AFAE I A S LB, RS AN — BRI AT BEAF AE
LR o

4. SLIEGERE SR
4.1 RS

PLUR AN E ARG R G TS R 2 FioR). Hrb, 551320 XU 48 #r(ZScore) B /ME A 0,
BN 2, “FME N 0.635 /NT 1, FRdEZEA 0.830. X FBAREAS A N4 SR I 3R B 0, (H A AE
TE— WP s B A FE TR 2 (DCG) I e /IMEA 0, S KAE A 5.030, ~FH41E N 1.331, AnifE 2N 1.384,

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of main variables
2. TETEMHARMSIT

B3 FEAR BIfE N /ME EON]
ZScore 36,690 0.635 0.830 0 2
DCG 36,690 1.331 1.384 0 5.030
ESG 36,690 4.150 1.036 1 6
Age 36,690 3.197 0.227 2.565 3.6376
Size 36,690 22.16 1.284 19.91 26.1859
Lev 36,690 0.416 0.206 0.0509 0.8881
Topl 36,690 34.74 14.74 9.240 74.57
Board 36,690 2.239 0.175 1.792 2.7726
Indep 36,690 37.53 5.273 33.33 57.14
Balance 36,690 0.729 0.597 0.0285 2.7516
ROA 36,690 0.0380 0.0771 —2.746 0.7859
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W BA A 25 A TR FE RSP 30K A s, (R TRl 2 [ EAEROR I 22 57, 15 SR AR5 (2021) A 7t 25 1
BB, KPS (5[28] . ESG RIL(ESG) M5/ ME A 1, KME A 6, FHIMH N 4.150, it 24 1.036,
WEIIREA L B bk FAERRBE . 2 A0 B3 B 7 1 ) R BT -

4.2. XM

W 3 R, 5B 0K (ZScore) 58 F AL R (DCG) AR % R EUN-0.101, 7F 1%/K°F L&,
W B HC T A R R 2 () A 3 I AR R I 5% I K, 3R] R A B A B T T Ak a2
ERCRAVE HKCT, TR T 55 K, WBIRIE TR 1. 45538529 XK (ZScore) 5 ESG R IL(ESG)
IAH K 2 409-0.060, 1E 1%7K-F LR FARDE, RS SRR IERRES . 42 F0 A w16 BE 5 T
A REAEAE—E 18, DCG 5 ESG A RECN 0.076, WHES T EAEREMIEMKKR, LU
ARG RUFR e (AL A ESG RIL AT RE SN €, X R B B T e B T A4 s & 53T
EOARFIR RS R K, NI e ESG R, WIPRAE 7RG 2. J9HERR AT BEAFE 1) 2 B 3L 2R 1% ) i,
EE N ANEMREAR R AT T 2 HALMRALR . RN RER, BRI ERKE TR 207, ¥ VIF A
1.49. RUTEFTEFEARMEIRE S, MR EHFARE. Hit, SXHBEFHITZ oEIH5 2G5
HA R

Table 3. Pearson correlation coefficients of main variables
# 3. EETEMRREEXRY

ZScore DCG ESG Age Size Lev Topl Board Indep Balance ROA

ZScore 1

DCG -0.101"" 1

ESG -0.060"" 0.076™" 1

Age 01357 -0.150"" —0.063"" 1

Size 0473 0.044™ 01737 01367 1

Lev 0.694™ -0.069"" —-0.090™" 0.219™ 0.505™" 1

Topl 0.0607" -0.122"" 0.094™ -0.033"" 0.190™" 0.045™" 1

Board 0.1407" -0.106"" 0.015™" 0.132™" 0.256"" 0.158"" 0.025"" 1

Indep -0.009" 0.075™ 0.077"" -0.051"" 0.002 -0.018"" 0.043™ -0.538"" 1
Balance —0.082"" 0.122™" 0.001 -0.116"" —0.123™" —0.144™" -0.682"" -0.004 -0.026"" 1

ROA -0.363"" -0.027"" 0.194™ -0.066"" 0.010" -0.319"" 0.125"" 0.0117 -0.011" -0.001 1

Standard errors in parentheses, "p < 0.01, “p < 0.05, "p < 0.1.

4.3. EifEEYT

BH72 4 FIAN, B35 R OLS AR BYFIX ] [ g WA A, FH43 BIAE AR NFZ A8 & K I B 5L R 43
SHEAT BT RS B A B (DCG) ) & 45 7l 9-0.061, —0.051, —0.022 F1-0.040, #7E 1%
KPR XKW, b Res B3 AR I B 5 B 2 XK, A OB 1 3 RESL. 51(5)WoR,
EH SRRSO T, ESC RN EH A FEMIRHRECN 0.037, 204G 99% KB U £ 74t
HAGE IR s ESG R, KX 2 153564 .
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Table 4. Baseline regression: digital transformation and debt default risk

4 BEDEE: HFEUERESHRSTANE

sh 1 (2 3 4) ®)
ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ESG
DCG -0.061"" -0.051"" -0.022"" -0.040™" 0.037"™
(-19.47) (-23.10) (-6.06) (-15.10) (7.86)
ESG -0.011™"
(-3.70)
Age -0.098™" -0.106™" -0.298™"
(-7.03) (-7.61) (-12.11)
Size 0.138"™" 0.125™ 0.213™
(47.24) (40.56) (39.94)
Lev 2.120™ 2.096™ -0.979™"
(115.82) (111.88) (—29.86)
Topl 0.003™ 0.002"™" 0.005™"
(10.90) (7.97) (10.21)
Board -0.021 -0.032 01717
(-0.98) (-1.51) (4.61)
Indep -0.000 -0.000 0.017™
(-0.17) (-0.66) (14.89)
Balance 0.093™ 0.075™ 0.098™"
(13.40) (11.05) (8.19)
ROA -2.237"" -2.135"" 1.655™"
(-54.13) (-52.57) (23.19)
Both 0.013" 0.014™ 0.009
(1.93) (2.06) (0.76)
Soe 0.018™ 0.002 0.106™"
(2.42) (0.28) (8.18)
Constant 0.715™ -2.977 0.639™" -2.625™" -0.756""
(119.66) (-33.08) (15.75) (-28.17) (—4.58)
N 36,690 36,690 36,690 36,690 36,690
R-squared 0.010 0.545 0.158 0.577 0.148
Ind/Year FE NO NO YES YES YES

t-statistics in parentheses, ~p < 0.01, "p < 0.05, “p < 0.1.

4.4, REBMERAEMRE

BT B P B RN A b A5 95335 24 XU S T ) v Al 1 45 SR AT

2k
He

LR g 5 AR, EH R

WY — R TTE UM SR A B e AT S . B, Dy TREPOB AR ), 2B R T AR
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B, AR HEBR M S MR B R I A RS . RN, AT s IRAT REAEAE Y P AR
), 5] N\ i [H) 75-43 DT FE (Propensity Score Matching, PSM)i: . 1% 77 1538 i DT AT B A AR DU AL 0 b 38 41 A0
XPREZHREA, ol DRRE AR I 458 i 2 17 7= A IR TH R 22, AT B2 s -5 SR v e 1k R o] 5 1

BREH. ZHERELAB20MME, B TR, Wz A S E A 1,
1t/E DUM_DCG; 2z, AR HATHC AR, WHZ R BIRE Jy 0. AR5 5 ()RR HE5 R,
SHEECT AL T (DUM_DCG) R AL IV 55 AU I H B R i m o &, BAEASRIRER i ¢ (H 583,
VLB AT 8P A B AR T AR AT AR B A, FETE 55 KU . A RIVR BRAE D THI R I TE 4T

ARTEREAAIR] . 2013 4F C[E 55 B 06 THERE MR A 7 8 R R R i S L) AiA, 2 s Pk
W HE B0 7 M 5 K VR R AN AR 22355 e e U7 Ko LSS S A8 D 1 TR 25 Hh 6 AH DRI SCRAHEE A L B A e 1
R, ZE#H S5 4533 0MME, 4 2013 SERAE VB AL B M TT A7 A D 7 % e (el Do A 2 ik
ITHE—BIRAIE, £ K REARWIRIBR B 7E 2013 R4 2022 £ [A]. B 4Esa i i alJE i, SR
BTk T PRDRS B FE AN R, ] 285 S R i B 0 P 50 A e R0 i b A57 5535 240 JRUR: R 4l 4 FH 2 15
BARGEN. X—I7EA B T IR N B AR 47 18] B A R o] s i Ao b I 55 0R 0, A S B S ] g A
i Ml i % R R AL B O AR S S KR . gk 5 58 2 IR, B R S (DCG) 1 R 3L
15 1% B KCE E 2B KR, KRB FIFEAT G5 E L XK B G BENmsER. 35
BOAE T B IR (25 SRR e, Ui BRI B R AR AR, B P AE R

HeBg Al s PP #5470 . SR BRI 31 7 VR BT 0 Ak B A B B g b AT DA N AT b
WAL B A AR S, (R LA 1T R 2 DR A PR SRS MEAS B ER AT AT 2 B sg . IX R, Ml
T ks H kB R AT S A A R A5 B, X AT AT e 2 i e s e i B sE R L R
£ o R, 7RI IR EOHAT AT, 753 R B A5 B R A SRS R A HE R P T e R . (R,
S0 AR [3A1 R B FE 0 % Hh SRS VR B A RIFE AR B FNEAT . 22 5 FIQR)R M, B ERIAER%
AP A5 5535 249 XSS 77 TR R8ONE , E 1900 Sl 35 17K ~F EAROR .35 o b Rtk — iR S 1 B A G A0 T
P2 b 45 A e M A D 5 45 1 0 M B B 3 B TR (1 4518

WIRESETTREA . T EEETTHRANE, B YRR R . IR BK-F46 07 1 5 oAt 8 iy 2 TR A7
TE—EZE 5. X — 72 5 0] B T ELEE T AH G B0 D Rk IR 2 B At . B v 7T (107 b B R Ak DA R B e
BRI HT AT . Rk, AW R E A R G 5B 2 R G ,  7FE E i BT 5
iy 2 T R 25 5, LIRSS SR A v St . S O IEAL[35]), B EBEWAER. L. KEE.
HER)FEAG bR 5 AT R, 3R/45 21,317 ANIME . 55 5 2B @) 51w, B (DCG) I R %L
WIREZE N, BEFRE IR IR FFRa

AR N T BARSHAR SR S 2 B TR, J/0 AT BeAEAE st e AL B AT AP I 8, (]
IS 3 R AT S0 2 SR RS R P AR I - 228 VR I ER S [36] MBI, MR AR & 5 — WA 4. 35 5 51)(5)~(6)
SERLELIR, i Ja — R S PR IR0 A 45 S b, B B B 5 25 2 KU IR RE AL I T B% KT RS
SR R

PSM il 1550 VERCT . %80t 2 FhIULEC /732 5 BT fe 45 3 I o B — BB 2 — Bk, R EHILAD
SER MRV S, TR R U B R AR ST o ASRIDC I 7 V245 H AR AL SRt — 2D oAb T R A 45 18
AT St AR, N FIRGE T I SRR . S RS 331MMI, o, WRTE e LR
FER A BOTREAR AT R 5, B B A AT A B Ak e SONSESR A, TS KPR T R AL
ity ol SONKTRRE, g7 SR aR 2RI B2 2 [ 6f b, DAE ik — Dt SR PPAl A b B AR B T
Fomh AR Ry sem ;s FLOk, R Logit BB A b A A FR B R 15 i T A B0 — UL AR B A AR kAT
AR, TR AR . I X T T, PR A A B T A R AR B R e, I
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BE— PR HOE ARSI RL] . TR, SR 11 B 4BILAS . ~PARC R ML ILRC R T 7%, 2 sl ik th 55 5
S AHARAR O RR2H,  JFREAT RE 200 o X REULHEE T332 B T BEAR R AEBE AL 23 2 17 3 BURIE E i 22, AT

SRR Al S IR S B Z TR AR SC R A 45 0 DR EE(PSM) 45 R SR (42 6 311(7)~(9)),  finlk
P UL (DCG) REUE S i LR vt HEZEK A 1%, #— BB (L A B T K
AV R 153 5535 20 KU

Table 5. Robustness and endogeneity tests
F2 5. RN R AL

1 2 ©)) 4 (5) (6) (7 (©) 9
B T i T e R
A H P i R R P fic

ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore
DUM_DCG -0.105""
(-16.80)

DCG -0.049™" -0.062"" -0.061"" -0.009" -0.008" -0.025"" -0.027"" -0.027""

(-20.58)  (-9.77) (-1828) (-258)  (-2.21) (-6.35)  (-9.06)  (—9.06)

Constant  —2.999™" -2.898"" -3.110™" -3.139™" —4.034™" -3.772"" -2.623"" -2.751"" -2.751""

(-3322) (-29.20) (-20.78) (-25.24) (-20.01) (-16.84) (-15.80) (-21.03) (-21.03)

FARILHE RZULAC

Controls YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

N 36,600 29,940 12574 21,317 31,221 27,043 18848 36,680 36,683
R-squared  0.542 0.551 0.548 0.548 0.351 0.343 0.634 0.658 0.658
'“d@éear YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

t-statistics in parentheses, ~p < 0.01, “p < 0.05, p < 0.1.

45. KK

AR N OO “ M BCE L - SR AR HET T SRR, AT AR LA T RN
o TEARTIH, EHIER “ESC RIM” X — il H A RECE BN i 5B A LS . 8T #R
A B A BT 55 58 20 AR [ s AL B 42, AHIF SR A 7 iR B AN i 45 (2014 4F) & H (13 1507
FEHEAT b, 2 H Bootstrap J5 kb7 A58 GE i 1000 X H BhhAE).

HR4E 6 751, %4 Bootstrap A5, RETEFAN) 5% E A5 X AN S ZE, b BRI 5E LK
WS 2 [AAFAE A RS 2 7 B1(L) B, A% AU R B2 (DCG) WA 55 IXU: ZScore L3 348 £ % 9—0.040
(t=-15.26), a1 ~—0.040. IX =k 0 BUFE B 1 B8 i 5 008 55 A P PR 2 IR AE F i) R R o AR AR 41
(2), BUrAbEERIFERE T ESG IS4 Z50H 0.040 (t = 7.86), B[l A1 9 0.037. Hi%IQ)mI&l, HribiERxt
15t 5% 13 24 AU 1) 52 22 £59—0.040 (t = —15.10), Bl y, 4—0.040. ESG XJ It 55 AU ZScore ) B4 RN Z2 5L
9-0.011 (t =-3.70), Bl y,°8-0.011. y, Ml y, HEAGIFRE M. A, MWERHBTTLUEH, frxyp5 nfF
SHIRTE, 8. LRl BRI I I 55 A ZScore BAF WA R R, 1 ESG fEH R
EEIE A HAER . A SR T LAY, eI A RIVREE(ESG) Sk, 3R1F HE 4F 1) ESG
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I, HETOREI S AR . TESE T WFAC L 3.
Hit— Y ESG FILFTL T AR NRAEPE, SR Sobel #:(ILE 7 ARPHATECHR) AT AL 4T,
GERSHICLE B B T R 3.

Table 6. Bootstrap test results
5% 6. Bootstrap #3545 R

Coef. Bias Std. Err. [95% Conf. Interval]
_bs 1 —0.000399 4.81E-06 0.000130 —0.000672~-0.000169
—0.000695~-0.000190
_bs 2 —0.039649 —8.29E-06 0.002643 —0.044606~—0.034310
—0.044639~-0.034330
Table 7. Regression results for testing the mediation effect
=7 PAYEIEEYILER
sh ) @ (©)
ZScore ESG ZScore
DCG —0.040"" 0.037" -0.040""
(~15.26) ~7.86 (-15.10)
ESG -0.011™"
(—3.70)
Constant —2.617"" -0.756"" —2.625""
(—28.08) (—4.58) (-28.17)
Controls YES YES YES
N 36,690 36,690 36,690
R-squared 0.577 0.148 0.577
Ind/Year FE YES YES YES
AR ESG %L A ESG R AR ESG %I
Sobel #:46 —0.000399 —0.000399 —0.000381
HLEIA R - Erfl= HLA R - I {4 PUIA R - B[ 4% 5
Ind_eff 115(P-val) R RS BN

t-statistics in parentheses, ~p < 0.01, “p < 0.05, p < 0.1.

4.6. H—L54

Al By A AR BE A A D B AR A5 55 3 40 UG AN BUBUR T+ iolk N AE I BRBY, Bil U AN TR] Ry AL e AR 3
R AR BRSE R, 16 FREINBAE G BRI S R . "R N AES) SR JI A BE R S =2 e Al
PR BT E L KBS I RN 3R s AT o2 1 2O AR U RE 75 ey, Al BB 15 B g 3t PR A 24
BET AR 55 S LA AL BRI RERE s 5 38 DA B T80 A e TR R (K S Briesty, Diall R  55 T Fp sl e
Refth 3.

B AT 20 73 R 70 AT - 225 /D HES5 [BTIRIRIT T, F8 A B A e B4 73 D IR 2 HOR B2 (Dejsyy)
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SR BAR R (Sjjsyy) B ANEEE . AR, P HIRE EE RC M 55 B 2 G . R, B i
PR B ERJZ AR 7 1] () B AR AN O R o 3% 8 B1)(1) A 81 (2) 3 WA ] Aol A 07 A e 2R i L AR L )2
THTREWS O RO JE AL B AR I 20, S X I 55 XIS 4l 4 FH

PIBAGS — SR BT o TERIAEAR L [38]HR Y, PGS — A AT BRARA M ARER A, 32 4 7] iR 5
JRES A MR AR AT REM e Z WP &, AR TRT LS. B, ol g 5
S m AN, HMEmA R RS, T, EHSHERFIRER)TT, H#—PKe
AAM g ARG — S PRER S . 4 8 FIQ)MA(4) A REW, TR EWIRG —, Hr bR %
Al 57 55 I A RS I BCRAE G T B3 By B2k, RIS PR B R Al AR F SE O AR . AT RE A B A
ATV : H—, EPPE Rk, EERMSLBINTI &, XA 1R E A A
Vo HHATTHIRA S TTIS AT RE AR Ak AR B A B R R R b ST AR AN A R A RS, AT AE
G051 55 1R L 5 TR IS AN . 55—, 70 BRIk s PSS F F] BE S BV A B AR B R R
S R AR . AEPTIRE — AR RS R R W e AR 2 L, A BT e T
i DL B FEE 115 T A AP AR R SR SR = R B A il mT RE AT S S K A B A A B A AR, X
AR TAERC AR 1 T RE rh S R RV S R A (0 55 RS, 7 B AR5 535 20 AU

ANV AR itk . 225 5P AE[A01 RIS, F IRV R (Size) ORI - ATk P r %, RirEA >4
RN AN N A AN TEAE,  [BF 25 R a0 8 F1(5) A (6) frm . LB R EUh THE R IRE A R
X R Aol 57 553 249 AU (K4t £ P SE DA 2 o KR A b 1A 5 22 BRI o e AR R SE g 77, 0K
SR R A B AL R I RCR B 2

DR B T e FRIEE GUL R, AR PG A AT B AN R 2 e LS, KRR 2250, W),
1% 8 F(T)MFI(B)RI, B AR b G S5 B LV A A I AE AR Bt X 2 2%, A PP P b X AN B35
B M s Al A5 55 3 240 XS PRI T T e R Al i AR IX T A 22 5. SRR R, — 70, Rt
XA T2 75 T B A B R R /KT, B SRR B A g Al BT IR A B 2, A6 T i i X [40]: 53
5T, REM X A R R P, EER WIS & Hom R A, B AR AT R T A
WARFF e, SLHME BIE[41].

Table 8. Heterogeneity test results
# 8 REMREER

(1) ) 3 4 (5) (6) (1 ®)
ET I R L A S T S R
ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore ZScore
DCG -0.013" -0.021"" -0.020"" -0.013"" -0.028""  —0.005
(-1.79) (—4.85) (-3.49) (-2.68) (-6.61) (-0.69)
Dcjsyy -0.012"™"
(-5.66)
Sjisyy -0.025""
(-6.30)
Constant -3.922"" -3.902™"  -2266"" -4970™" -3.1817" -3606"° 3625 « —4.777""

(-21.98) (-21.94) (-5.95)  (-22.42)  (-9.92)  (-11.76) (-16.82)  (-14.38)
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gk
Controls YES YES YES YES YES YES
N 36,690 36,690 10,716 25,974 18,345 18,345 26,080 10,610
R-squared 0.354 0.354 0.337 0.349 0.326 0.328 0.344 0.384
Ind/Year FE YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

t-statistics in parentheses, ~p < 0.01, "p < 0.05, “p < 0.1.
5. 451

51. ARG

£ DL 2009 4E & 2022 4F A K BT A BRI R, SSIEFELE T HUE A AU A 55 1 240 K
RS2 RpLE],  JF e VOB bR . ESG KI5 = AMA L Akdok, #7248, BEA
R 58—, BB, SRASEARNEBK, HiXx—ghpagid— g2 fafddt & m g
PERC IR G IR AT . [RIEE, Al A7 E A 3% B B 2 38 003 ESG 3RIN; 28—, MLHIARIGRM, Hth
RV R B AL ESG BRI, PRI B XK B=, REMESITa REH, i
TUTE S e AR B FH 2 THDOG] 35 25 35 240 AU I BRIV E B O 2, HOZAEFNAE AR IX B35, 7EFERG
— BNV AL B R

5.2. fIRBR

FMBUGIEE . 55—, BUFROZK SR SAT B A, DRt R T R A fig o 4
T, BURE AT CLS il A Ml AR A A B R PR DCERBE AN 5 1 SRS B Bk, DASEIL A 2. 1 RE
WRAHE) F AR RIS, BURBE A VAR Frabibisl, ASrEleE, DARmdnlERss,
AGETT T (BRI, BEmfedt AT AR R E A R . =, BUFRNIZINGE ESG il A R M.
HAT, IEE ESG KV THED B BUF#E QG RIFIANBZEMEBIEEIA T, UIHES) ESG B &
FEE AR B E LA RSt . 2B Al S REAT SO AL TR TE T Hroxt ESG RILIIFEN, ABUR KA
SRHR T B B A 5] Ak B e ESG AT MR T 2%

[ VTS| /7 T Pl (o A IS G S R O T S SR 5 NVAEE v/ G R B S F R CE L DN
Al AR o AR AR R R P SO B ROR M T2 55, BRI AL, JRIULIEE R, A
FEAR G55 AV e AR 28—, A AR BT Ry AL R L R rp, B 25 89N ESG BRI Z . B B
ESG RIER, Al AT DAFRTHE B H MR b S AR FEANSCRERE,  BET 9 PR 55 il B3R kB g0 3X
A B T A KA R SR R, AL T A A S AR R TR IR BB =, EfDER T
P TSI, Aol 75 255 18 B 3 ORI b SRR ) 22 3 4, e A B R B AN Tl A R EL AR 175 2
SERTRI S M, Aboolb A g 5 K BR B 7 A e T PR T S5 20 U o PRI, Aol 2 =4 R 5 B4Ry s A
FTAbFRL, DR ) B ] B A T S, DS BE A A 4 ORI 55 AR 4 B .
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