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Abstract

Improving the quality of employment for rural workers is a key guarantee for achieving common
prosperity. With the rapid development of digital technology, the problem of digital divide prevails
within rural residents, and the resulting difference in information dividend has an important
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impact on the quality of rural residents’ employment. Using the latest 2018 microdata from the
China Labour Force Dynamics Survey Database (CLDS), this paper employs logistic regression anal-
ysis to explore the impact of the digital divide on the quality of non-farm employment for rural res-
idents, and finds that narrowing the digital divide is conducive to improving the quality of non-farm
employment for rural residents, and that this impact is greater among rural residents with high
levels of education and skill certificates. The results of the mediation effect analysis show that nar-
rowing the digital divide can improve the degree of occupational matching, which in turn enhances
the quality of rural residents’ non-farm employment. Therefore, in order to improve the quality of
rural residents’ non-farm employment, it is necessary to further enhance rural residents’ digital
literacy and skills, improve the construction of rural digital infrastructure, strengthen vocational
guidance and career planning for rural residents, and enhance the employment-enhancing effect of
the digital economy on rural residents with high levels of human capital, so as to increase the degree
of occupational matching.
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Table 1. Definitions of key variables
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Table 2. Results of descriptive statistics

=2 RMGITER

A MEEE HiE i e/ ME SN

ARAe AL 1793 1.933 0.707 0 3.382
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Table 3. Results of the baseline regression
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(0.0101)
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Table 4. Endogeneity test: instrumental variables approach
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FREA T REUE E N, REON-0.736, TESE T IEMERNA 45 F AR .

442 BHRHEARE

H IR SEAUE R 7 AT FORE A REAE LI B oMk i, HAG T HER TARRES AR R R, i AR L kb4
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Table 5. Robustness tests

5. REMRR

B R AR S B A Tobit &Y
(1) &) 3 4
e e sl i & e sl i & e sl i & /
-0.736™" —-0.0814™ —-0.0670™"
G|
(0.00712) (0.00816) (0.00738)
0.0308™*
el &
(0.00103)
) A8 B CLE CLE Lz [l
0.856™" 0.290™" 0.334™"
T A
(0.0149) (0.0376) (0.0350)
| A8 B il il il
LA 1793 2276 1793 1793
R2 0.181 0.212
W T TN T RIRIRAE 10%. 5% 1% KN R
Table 6. Results of heterogeneity test
6. FRMRIGER
(1) 2 (3 4
AR ZHE TR ZHEERK BB R T REIET
Em_quality Em_quality Em_quality Em_quality
—0.0583™ —0.0924™* —0.0714™ —0.0637"
G|
(0.00838) (0.0137) (0.0208) (0.00775)
A 2 i il il il
0.356™" 0.233™ 0.441™ 0.332™
I
(0.0413) (0.0708) (0.0943) (0.0366)
FURIELED 1134 620 328 1426
R? 0.087 0.203 0.139 0.168
W UL TN T RIRIRAE 10%. 5% 1% KN R
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Table 7. Results of the mediation effect test
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