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Abstract

The mode of operation of e-commerce platforms has had a far-reaching impact on the national econ-
omy, and cross-border competition among them has not only fiercely competed for consumers but
also continuously expanded market boundaries, but this process has also given rise to the problem
of competitive disorder. In particular, some e-commerce platforms play the dual roles of operator
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and manager, and frequently adopt the strategy of self-preferential treatment in order to consoli-
date their market position. Based on the theory of market leverage and analyzing the actual situa-
tion, this Kkind of self-preferential phenomenon should be regulated by the antitrust legal frame-
work. According to China’s current “Antimonopoly Law”, the most direct means to regulate such
behavior seems to be the abuse of dominant market position clause. However, although self-prefer-
ential treatment intersects with differential treatment, tying and refusal to deal, its complexity
means that it is not appropriate to simply apply the abuse of dominant position clause. Therefore,
there is a need to introduce the principle of reasonableness and to regulate self-preferential behav-
ior through a taxonomy.
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