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Abstract

Rural residents constitute a significant portion of China’s population, and the equitable distribution
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of income within this demographic is critical for social harmony and sustainable development. Inves-
tigating this issue can shed light on the economic disparities and the distribution of benefits among
different groups within rural areas, providing a scientific basis for the government to formulate tar-
geted policies and development strategies. With the rapid advancement of internet technology, an in-
creasing number of rural areas are gaining access to the Internet. However, the economic and social
impacts of internet usage in these regions have not been fully explored. Understanding how internet
access influences income distribution can assist the government in designing more effective policies
to promote rural economic development while reducing income inequality within rural communities.
Based on data from the 2020 Rural Economic Survey in China’s Karst regions, this paper constructs a
model and employs empirical analysis using Stata software to examine the impact of internet usage
on income disparity among rural residents. The findings indicate that internet usage has reduced in-
come disparity among rural residents in the Karst regions. Finally, the paper proposes policy recom-
mendations based on the empirical research findings.
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Table 1. Results of variable definitions and descriptive statistics
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Table 3. Baseline regression results
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