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Abstract

With the changes in the main contradictions in our society, reshaping the new urban-rural relation-
ship and promoting urban-rural integrated development have become important issues in the new
era to solve the problem of unbalanced and inadequate development. This article uses the panel
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data of 30 provinces and municipalities in Chinese mainland from 2012 to 2022 as an observation
sample to explore the mechanism and regional differences of the digital economy’s impact on ur-
ban-rural integrated development. The research results show that the digital economy has a signif-
icant role in promoting the integrated development of urban and rural areas, and the upgrading of
industrial structure plays a partial intermediary effect. However, the promoting effect of the digital
economy on the integrated development of urban and rural areas is affected by regional character-
istics to a certain extent. Based on this, this article puts forward corresponding policy suggestions
in order to provide policy reference for promoting urban-rural integration from the perspective of
digital economy.
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Table 1. Indicators for measuring urban-rural integrated development level
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Table 2. Indicators for measuring the level of digital economy
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Table 3. Baseline regression results
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Table 4. Mediation effect test
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Table 6. Regional heterogeneity test
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