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Abstract

The digital transformation of enterprises has promoted the information transmission and value
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creation of enterprises through the deep integration with the production and operation process,
and has a profound impact on the ESG performance of enterprises. In order to study how to stimu-
late the internal motivation of enterprises to practice ESG, our paper bases the data of China’s A-
share listed companies from 2011 to 2022. This paper studies the relationship between corporate
digital transformation and ESG performance, and analyzes its influence mechanism from the per-
spectives of internal management governance and external supervision. The research shows that:
1) The digital transformation of enterprises can significantly improve ESG performance. 2) From
the perspective of management governance, the higher the level of management confidence, the
higher the level of inefficient investment, the less digital transformation will promote ESG perfor-
mance. 3) From the perspective of external supervision, the higher the quality of audit and the more
attention from analysts, the more significant the promotion effect of digital transformation on ESG
performance. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the role of digital transformation in promoting ESG
performance is more significant in state-owned enterprises.
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1. 518

B R 2 0% SR B TR, an AT S AT R S R I Il RO AR S . R BRI T« Xk
H ARSI ORERNE, X342 % % ESG HLERIH TR KIE. ESG & — Ml MM R & g1,
EAE 2004 RN (AEERIZA)) P kiR, B E SR A IR (Environment) . £t (Social) 5 ¥4 P
(Governance) =AME[ERF LIz, FERBEE MAMVIESRFNE I [RIN, m B EIEM 55 4k, PLA Bt 2
ERIE KA. FER ESG KB HIE, #E 2022 £U4 33.74%M A i i kii#E T ESG R4,
WAL R R SV T E AN — & 2200 [1]. [FRF, FRE ESG #k B £ B FEEEMERE,
FEEAEN MR TR OR SR AT R, DRI T P A A R R I [2] . — 5T, Ak SEAT ESG R E
A5F H PR v A S e AR T BE 2 s AL I SRR — 7T, WA R A A K ESG 5 &, fEHC AR
5 FHARR G5 AH G = AR 2 B, R AR 1R . X ) JRASE A AT ESG SE BRI N IR B
DI85, AEANH IR 22 5 ] RSN I P 30 R s B I 0 s AT R A S ESG I FESN 1002 24 N AT
FRRIF 51

MRTE A6 ESG RILMBFFL ML E W . KMo FH N ESC RIMMFL M FEFRAE, D320t
FU M RRE IS B . BN, RIFH ESG RILAT LA Z J5 TR MR A Al B 200K [3], Ak )42
P41 555 5i4(5] . ESG XM RIFHIMNIEE T EZMEE, WA EENGERENE, AR T %W
FAAH G Z B BRAE EAKERR, AR B AR, TSI 2 B . A EHE AR, TN
5 BESRIA S R R A Al = A VSR AT, i ARG (6] FRATHEESCERA I, 4T
WX ESG RILIIBEFL 3 ZAE P EAL ESG SKE T RINATH G RITH, BUbA STHRIT 74 B Z W] LA
ik ESG I, AW FURHAR IR R AT A K Z AT LASZ W 4L ) ESG R I 1) R IG5k ESG 1wl 52 Bk

B A BT SR AR R J T DS 1) — e R AR T B A . A B A R B 2 B R A s 5N
KEHE . =5 XEEER AN TR RS HoAR L A P e B 25 B R Sud il i . B TR, 4k
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PIBCTAEE BYBE AT LASR s A 0 9 S RE, A ARt A b Rt AR R 2R (B N 5 R, AT DA BFRAEG P 57 A
F= A 5 A AE 5 AR 77 R e P [ 7], 3 v DUl Ik $ i A Ab 3 . AR 315 B I HER R 5 ROR IN
R MR ANV 5 55 AH G Z [ A5 BN RR . AMARAS bokeiii, Hr b B i) i 24 B br A2 se Ak 15
iR, X5 ESG ERME & RAHI BARFVIA S DA 1A I il £ A e 4 () A0 (i i o 2 vl g
e R B A1) ESG R

KT H TR ESG RINL B R R M ARA E W . K HF NN, B8] DN #
B EARIFR R m O EIHTRE . BN S [8]155 £ 7 s 4 i) ESG R I ARSI A
HiINA, BRI ESG KPR 2“8 U 87 [9], finbid m i E 7 AU RE RE s i & $0] ESG R
R B FAZ R 1) SCRR AL 25 G A 0 P AR AT IR 90, 1T A b T I ) PN 8 B 5 A3 B B S
AN AT AR BB 2. IS L 2011~2022 4R (1) A B BT A R B AREAR, Wb
M5 ESG RILZIF IR RMAT THIEWEFL, PR35 S0 W B A o L ML AT 73— 200
Fo WA TFAEERE ESG R F K ANITISIRME T — 5k, T T e AL S ESG &
L2 BV FMLE], A E G 5R A B G i AT ESG SRR (it T R I0UEHE, X FR[E i e & 5% anfe
SRR R R S i R R R I 1) RUR AT B S

2. BRSHSHMRER/IKL
2.1 A BFHERS ESC RUZEPXFH

AV B A 5 ESG SEERAUIRAS H HIF2 N TIBRSEIAME AL, TTZRATT RN
HMEEAHRH B . RIERICICE G, b BR 5 BOR 2 (B A7 AE RIR 28 H AR A — 20 T S A 2t o
Ry XA B ZAE R B B ARl 10 105 AR G o R EAREE [ R A b SE I B o AL TS . A
s AR BRI, AR 2 A E AU E BR SRS B OGE, A 2B 22 Hs o B 1%
B[R] M R AR AR OG o Ak REIESRE R A, LR 25 18 1 A3 R 2 AH 5 2 AR 2 o

e AT AR A S R 1 X e i) R, gl SEBLE 47 ) ESG R IUKEE . 158, B LE
D0 BT BRI R KSR T 1 AR 5 A HAE B RE ST, TR SORE X LA 2 S HE A A% 336 21 SR 3 i
Wy, B T A2 5 AR S AR BANKIRR, B 7 Ak /5 BaEWIEE[10], $w 115 B EE0R . RS T
PE[1L], ARV AR AR SCEA T LASRAS B 2 0 b SHAAER, DMRIERFIRE . ok, ki
TR DUAE P #0545 B A SO T IREE, KRS 1 Al A R Al S M R, T2 =4 E A
BRI SR E R BEAh, BUr E RE R B T BRI IR AL A P 2 el e, $Rm T
PR R G BRI BT G, FRAK T i) ESG SEERA[2], it 14k, LU mrsk g™
H S AR R S R SR R . L, AT VR B H

HL: Aokt R n] DU st Al i ESG K3

2.2. W BFUEBRT ESG RIMBIEIIHHI 24T

221 EMEFHER, ARKES ESG R

P RYA B Al H R I2 B A B B B3R, AV R 0B 5 A B IR B A R A 5 T AT
WEFE o B2 A DR A0 BE T2 R ) 2 A P (R R SR I BRI AR, e 2 1 A A B R S P
OB IR . K E #I Oy, W B S E ER 2 AR TR0, SECR HOLRIRT
FIRL S, AT 2RISR, EAEZER R IR [12]; Kk, dTEEAENERZERE
Dy NFEIEGE TG!S 2 5 BB AR T S ESG R X Ayl Al A UL aE 94T 0, AT
SR BEB TG AT S A R . BRI B R B E AR R R L AR TKT, ki ARRGR
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R SRR EEZ IR B . AR Kl S, U L 5 %A A B
FIFH, i) 7 A R TR R 2R, (A R R SZBH . A AR R IR HE 8 2 it R S H = A B
HARL, A S ESG SRk K 5 H AR IHT = H 5 SR EA1HT ™ HAR DI I H 2 4R38E AR 2 .
DAL R AT T AR iR H2

H2: & BEFRAOR S AR B ARROERR, FL 0 ya B AR, M i3 BUxT ESG I
(AR A F )N

2.2.2. A BFHER, SMBEES ESG RN

AR B A R 5 A LA BRI 26 G R AR B Ao Al B i el g 5 45 BT IS B AT N, R
B (1 A8 M B R AR Ml B8 b R 2 A 3 IR S5, I kAl 52 B TR 22 (1 4138 e 70 AT e A Al gk 47
MV G5 5 2 BT AR o AR SC A2 B A b 52w TR A T B A R 0 A B IV S5 4 B 2 B Y
AER A T DTG B DGV E AR B U AR B o A TE R B AR K A AR 75 H [ R DY DR 23 il = 5% B A T B
o TR 53 A A 52 B BR DU B o Al e 2 A i B T, Kt EEAR G MG, A
A B s 1S B, XHAMEE (5 Bt e [13]. 76 RIFIME BB T, B b A5 Ak
55 BABmER & — DOk, WP~ AR . 23T TSGR 38 1A BRI B A il 47 5 0 453 25 11 49
Prim&cE, i, i T (5 Bl A MBI B R 1K, Al 2 i v I A )
FRAAHIRE EK, IR ESG MR N LAGES A2 FRECRR[14]. PRI RATIHR R & H3.

H3: VT2 B s TR E . AT IToC 2, LA B s, B B0 ESG KB
(A2 A F T

3. WA
3.1 HXRERSHAERIR

i (A B BT AT 2020 42 ESG 15 B EE i 7t ), RIE L AR ESG i $iE B 2011
SRR, KRN EE, A SCEIYE A B BT A 2011~2022 £E (8 REAS R b By
RS ESG RILZ MM RIMAT T . ik G ik IR 3 A L 45 1R 52, AR SCHI R T STk
ST. *ST Sl FEEIEAFEF R A FIREAR, FHXELLARIAT 1%M Winsorize 403, R&MGH T
3582 7K A Jix iAol 25,841 AMULIIME . A SO BIAEIE ESG WK H T Wind Hidl e, HARAHIHL
P 515k [ [ 7% 42 B35 FE (CSMARY), 33 FH MG i 4 F )y Statal7.0.

32. WERZE

ESG EI(ESG). A CH ki) ESG £HIM C. CC. CCC. B. BB. BBB. A. AA. AAA 73 5L
G, FEMERBNSIRBAE 1~9, WEEE, BB ESG RIMMLF .

33 ZLEREE

AV EF IR (DIG) . ACMN TR BERAR . BitEHOR . REHEHAR . KPR 5875
AR TAMERESL 76 AR R B iR, 2 J5{E ] Python Hiil “jieba” 731 D RE Al 4 i
IR BUOFGETE IR B AR SC OB A, 5 Je A48 I B B Al S s SRn 1 O #of5 2ARR Al 2yt
TR TERIFESR DIG, ARRAMECT R R IR PR BRI, By A AR FE th it s
34. FTHXEE

ARSI AR R N5 N ERVE AR SC A S AN B AR OGS . 5 A A BEAT ORI TR 1Y AS B N e B
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EREEE . ARRBBRACT: SAMBIE A RO E N IIIRE S IR E. 1) & AERE. &
SCAGEFH Al o e M e v PO T = 44 v ML A P e R I LR B PR B (SR . i P
i, ARREE ML A E. 2) ERCERBHKT . AT Richardson HRL fll )RR B i R B AT
fir e o AR ] VA S 45 SR R R 2 R A R A AR R AR BRI RS, BRI 1 A A R R
RERPB™ . 3) MRy AR — 42 A ER B Z Ak B R B i 1 5 SR By o7 0 oy
Bromoi, BUEoR, AR ZAL OGNS, Al 52 2SR B R, 4) HiHiE. A3
SRR R BT R A B H TR, AR AL E PR R T, WIBUE Y 1, 2 WEE DY 0. 2 EI [
B DU K T B foll o T R T, AR S

35 FHITE
RCAERI AN T AT nf il ESG Fe T = AL SAmA R 2 A B o AR SC i I I 1 A B B A e X
PEILE 1.

Table 1. Variable definitions
F1 TEEX

A AT A5 i 44 A A L
WA § ESG # ESG RIEEIE ESG K, MEBIE K IX{E 1~9
. e TR A 5 G5 - 4 1 T
EX AN B A 1]
R b B A DIG L A
AR AT Ineffvest Richardson 676 ] - 22 ) 46 0 i
R MS ST 5L 70 0 T = 4% 5 O A T2 N 4 250
A T Attention 4 P ERERZ AL MO FHI BRI 1, B E SR
N FEAAS 2 Al A TR AE P i
HItRE BIG4 M1, %0
e Size IRV A B SR B
TR Age AT E TS R
i Lev BT
2 Q TobinQ (AT T AL =) 1 BR 1 2R 2
T (55— 5 R 4 1 MR 2 )
F— KRR L Top 11 5 E Rt e
RSB, 442 b H SR A — IR 1,
‘ PIRE— Dual I 0
P e Roa R
B AR 2T AR 7 R R LA A
U U Sdp S KRR R L 1P 7
e Bov Wi N\ [ AR
o AR, 2 A A P B4 1,
PR State FIERAE 0
R Year LAy 5
Tl R Ind 7l 52 2
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3.6. REME
NEGUE AV H A EE R BE X ESG RILMIFLM, A SR A 1.

ESG,, =a, +,DIG,, +a,Controls;, + > Year+ > Ind+¢ ()

Horp, i A, tONES, ESG, BN i 7E t R ESG R, DIG,, BN i 76 t I 571k
MR, Controls; RIJyAb i £ t SERF KRR BAESE, oy o« o, AEIAREL, Year {URLE
Py RN, Ind ARAT LB E RN, & WIOVBEHLIRZE T
ARSCERESTASAY 2 IR 36 A B A BT ESG R IR /E FIMLA], AL R
ESG,, = ,+B.DIG,, +B,Moderate; , + S,Moderate;, x DIG,, + ,Controls;, > Year+ Y Ind + & ()

Hrh, Moderate,, i 4l t 4RI IR R R, Moderate, x DIG, v i Al t AEHF T AR B 5 %7
W RIFRFZ A TR,  HeAx SRR ()M -

4. SSESTHR
4.1, RS S

72 NFEBBNFREG IR WRA S ESG M KME S H/MES N 8 F1 1, #HME N 4.111
KT A% 4, Xt HIRE A ESG RIS 4 4b T HiiE KT, H ESG RIAERI AR, brifkz
4 1.095, UiBAFREAL ESG RILZE AR, AFEAIXT ESG R EAFLEAR; MRS DIG &
KAE S &/MES 78 5.088 5 0, $4{E My 1.451, HAr%0k 1.099, 1% 15 B R i Bl A 2 T AR 15 5
B, prdEZEN 1.398, ULEHIRE S E TR RIREEE S AT ZIRECK, IR Z Al B i B () &
MREEA R . HREGIEENS 0405 Of STk,

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of the main variables
2. TETEWMA MG

B3 HAE HfE brifEZE R/ME % S ON|
ESG 25,841 4111 1.095 1 4 8
DIG 25,841 1.451 1.398 0 1.099 5.088
Size 25,841 3.106 0.056 2.999 3.099 3.271
Age 25,841 2.176 0.763 0.693 2.303 3.332
Lev 25,841 0.437 0.201 0.062 0.433 0.894
TobinQ 25,841 1.044 0.331 0.608 0.959 2.220
Top 25,841 3.444 0.455 2.226 3.468 4.315
Dual 25,841 0.271 0.444 0 0 1
Roa 25,841 0.033 0.064 —0.259 0.033 0.195
Sad 25,841 0.345 0.476 0.001 0.131 2.399
Bov 25,841 1.489 0.190 1.386 1.386 2.079
State 25,841 0.370 0.483 0 0 1

ARSOEX A AR B AR AR AT 1 2 mARAER L, RIREIRINE 3 Fon, HiR VAR RRK 2
HIRLAE ) AL
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Table 3. Multicollinearity test results
F= 3 ZEHELMRIEER

A VIF UVIF
Size 297 0.336
Top 2.25 0.445
Sdp 2.02 0.495
Lev 1.86 0.537
Age 1.75 0.571
TobinQ 171 0.586
State 1.64 0.610
Attention 1.57 0.638
Roa 151 0.662
Bov
BIG4 1.32
117 0.758
0.823
Dual 1.13 0.887
DIG 1.12 0.894
MS 111 0.897
Ineffvest 1.05 0.950
VIF ¥{E 1.58 -

4.2, EAERVIALE RO

AV B AL RN ESG RIS S, U7 4 Fron. Hausman R56 25 SR BT, N T8 2 25087 1 =1 )5
BRI B g 3, R A SC IR o 17 e [ I el 45 21 [l 3 245 2R s, DIG 5 ESG 9 [al 4 & %0 0.027,
HAE 1%MKF B2, XRU MV TR DG B ESG R, R Er7 (s R B,
Xt ESG RILMFETHE FI LS . AT B HL 32 7 38E.

Table 4. Benchmark regression results: the impact of digital transformation on

ESG performance
4. FAERVIAGER: S BFHEFERIX ESG RIAIFZM

AR ESG
DIG 0.027*
(2.830)
Controls Yes
_cons —14.972™"
Ind Yes
Year Yes
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B
N 25,841
Adj.R?2 0.044
Hausman 536 245,540

T T BIRIRAE 10%. 5%A1 1%HI7KF T3, 0NN tE, Yes
FoRTE O R, No B R, HApRMEE,

4.3 REMSREMRE

ASCEAE T B WA DR B SRR A B MUK R REA iR AT T R R L, SR ER
[E] 9 45 AR SR Fafek . 7E N AEPERG IR AR, A SCAE 4S5 55 N [15] /0 7 vk AT T B AR A o, SEAHERR T 2k
4 7] 8

5. HHLEI D
5.1. EHEARE

EEHZHREMMA T, AXMEE BEREMS)S AR R KT (Ineffvest) 75 77 T 25470 7€
WATEHRAESS R 5 F1(1). FIR)FR. FIQ)ER, &E BERE SV 152 e
(DIG x MS)Z#°5-0.115, HA1E 1%H/KF B2, WA SSRGS AR S ra s ),
AFTFAM IR R, T2 A A B A e B ESG RILAIMEEHER, BRI, sEMHE
EREEE RS, A R0 ESG RILMIEHEE -/ 51(2)BrR, M AESERZTIKFE Ml
B AL A (A2 Fe T (DIG x Ineffvest) RETN—0.292, HAE 1%HI/KF R, XA AR R
W AR B IZE R, b — DR A S = AR B A8, 2 s A b A B ESG &
B EEER, BRI, S ARRCRIR T AP, A bR ESG R 1 FH R/ o
FH AL T B A B2 B AR B PSR A B S RVR E 5 SR 2 3 A B A B B ESG R HEERT, &
W H2 fHENER . B EE AR SRS B S A BRI RIGHLE A Al B A BN ESG &
DR AR H o

5.2. 4hERiA

AR SR A 52 B H) AT I i 5 B T IR R L A 40 A il 1 A3 B 15 o 4 HT Ui ¥4 (Atttention)
it (BIGA) KR T HLRIIAE S a2 5 #1(3). (4)Fim. FIQR)Ear, Mk 5 Br it R
A2 FI(DIG x Attention) REN 0.002, HAE 1%I1/KF &3, X3 ATz 2 04T M GE 2,
BRI ESG R REE TR 35 #(4)Bon, Wit S M L% 8 122 e li(DIG x BIG4) &
¥ 0.154, BAE 1%MKF R, Xt 2 8 TR s, BRI ESG R EE A
K .

gE LR, AT 2R AT T OGRS AR v S AR B O . R, Az ERI4h
B R, 18 TN T, MG B EEGE R, T — P s B A B ESG R I
PIEREVE - R H3 13 ZIEHT .

5.3. PR

SREFSE N1 B e 2, ERE AT S, EA k53R EA ik 2 18] KA R IG B
5EAREIRERAR, & Z 10 G R BIZE 5, TR 22 7 1R AT BEXTAIT 7048 ™ A i
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N T FEARM 7= B S X W U A BRG], A SCRE 1 AU T 1 RE UL A8 & State, K [EA KT A
1, JEEAA 0, DU T — SRR, SR W% 5 5IG)FiR. SRER, ST S
B 22 e (DIG x State) ) Z¥h 0.072, HAE 1%K/KF EEZE, 5 DIG Al ESG [0 7 & %5H 5,

DR AR RN o I, Al ) AT 1 o mT A s B A A AR ESG AR IR /A

Table 5. Results of regulatory mechanism analysis

=5 FHIHE SR

3

()

@

©)

(4)

()

ESG ESG ESG ESG ESG
DIG 0.082" 0.038™" 0.005 0.017" 0.001
(3.466) (3.775) (0.364) (1.782) (0.079)
-0.115™"
DIG x MS (-2.613)
-0.292""
DIG x Ineffvest (-3.219)
: 0.002"
DIG x Attention (2.821)
0.154™"
DIG x BIG4 (4.519)
0.072"™
DIG x State (4.560)
cons -14.850™" -15.201™" -8.909" -14.852™ -15.235™"
- (-8.96) (-9.18) (—4.32) (-8.97) (-9.25)
N 25,803 25,841 17,670 25,841 25,841
Adj.R? 0.046 0.045 0.047 0.046 0.046

6. HiL5RR

ASCHRIRFEER . XU HARIBUAZST T 5t S U A R R A AR S, 5 L 2011~2022 4
HHE A B ET AR 12 R AR [ RONAR R AT AT, SRR T Ak B e R S
ESG RILLIAI AR R R 5 1EFINLE] . B&AF R IR 4518 1) VB R m] DU 2 ESG R
2) EEIEIGERMI AL, B R AR AR S0 HE S AN RGBSR AR A B AU N ESG &
BLR et s, BARRIUVEBZ BETEROM A . ARRERTUKCFS, ABrR ESG &
L= LB BE ROV RN o B) FESMES MBI A L oAb BT 52 B 15 B i, Al By e 0t ESG %%
LR P dE RN R 2, BARRI AL BT 52 2R o F BT . A ORI, B AR AR A
ERBEHE A1) ESG R BL; 4) ARG BUE B 17 BT 70, ARXE TR A, A il i By A e AR B
ESG BRI EMMH N RINENEE . fa, £ RFIR@EEan S AEERRE, RAITHZREK

WRE L LW e dhie, JAMSRILLT RR: 1) el EER S AR, SR A R Dy Ho ki
ERVLE, K (e 54 - g R IR LSS &, WSS N 5 35 (45 BRI L A% 38 S m ki ]
{5 B fE BIR AL 2 AR . 2) B ELRIGBAE Al rp R O B R, Al 2R e 4 R A AL
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BRI SS,  SCEUNE B R AL, gt 0 250 S8 B 00 2 7 B 15 0 1) 0022 1) P PR S0, X B 2 1 Al
AT BT B S, MRITAIR R, (RN RIERTE . 3) AR E R A i RAR K e 22 K T

HhH

o

AR 555 77 R 478 B B T DA A A e s AN T G g il A8 R A R T B KA AT S, BURF S5 ST {2
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