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Abstract

As anew form of TV dramas that aligns with online consumption habits, with the support of national
policies and the involvement of major capitals, online micro-short dramas have witnessed rapid
growth. Vertical-screen micro-short dramas on platforms like TikTok and Kuaishou have entered
the fray, promoting the vigorous development of the online micro-short drama industry. Nevertheless,
during this rapid expansion, micro-short dramas have encountered certain constraints in the
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innovative development of their profit models. Issues such as the hindrance of implementing paid
models due to the formation of users’ free-usage habits, the loss of traffic and impaired monetization
in the process of exploring product promotion for revenue generation, and the pursuit of traffic su-
premacy impeding monetization have emerged. There is an urgent need for multi-party collabora-
tion among content producers, platform providers, and regulatory authorities to jointly regulate
the micro-short drama market and explore more innovative approaches to assist the micro-short
drama industry in optimizing its profit model and innovating its industrial structure.
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