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Abstract

This paper discusses the impact mechanism of digital trade development on industrial structure
upgrading, on the basis of which, combined with the panel data of RCEP countries in 2013-2023, it

WESIH: FEEL BT S5 RCEP [HFH LG M A R AL )], BRI 45 1FE, 2025, 14(1): 3418-3426.
DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.141426


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.141426
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.141426
https://www.hanspub.org/

JET

empirically verifies the impact of the development of digital trade on the industrial structure up-
grading of RCEP countries. The study shows that the development of digital trade is conducive to
promoting the development and upgrading of the industrial structure of RCEP countries, but there
is a phenomenon of national heterogeneity. In the RCEP group, there is a large gap in the level of
economic development between the countries, and the development of digital trade does not have
a significant effect on the promotion of industrial advancedization of developed countries because
the industries of the developed countries are already in the advanced stage, and the tertiary indus-
try has a higher level of demand; whereas, in terms of the rationalization of the industry In terms of
industrial rationalization, while digital trade has a significant effect on the rationalization of indus-
tries in developed and developing countries, its effect on LDCs is not obvious, because the level of
development of digital trade in LDCs has made it difficult to change the situation of the incoherence
of their industrial structure.
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Table 3. Weights of secondary indicators
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Table 4. Advanced industrial structure (1) and rationalization index (2) in RCEP countries
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Table 5. Description of variable information
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Table 7. Results of the RCEP country heterogeneity analysis
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