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Abstract
The rapid development of the digital economy has fueled the vigorous growth of emerging business
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models, such as live-streaming e-commerce, gradually changing the way consumers shop online and
their consumption habits. With the improvement of the “safe harbor” rules in China’s Regulations on
Internet Information Transmission Rights, Tort Liability Law, E-Commerce Law, and the Civil Code,
the status and obligations of network service providers have become clearer. However, due to the in-
herent characteristics of live-streaming e-commerce platforms, their complexity surpasses that of
general network service providers and e-commerce platforms. Based on different transaction models,
they can be classified into “redirect-based e-commerce live streaming” and “non-redirect-based e-com-
merce live streaming”. The judicial application of safe harbor rules for live-streaming e-commerce
platforms under these different transaction modes requires clarification regarding their status and
obligations in trademark infringement cases online. As purely network service providers or e-com-
merce platform operators, the review obligations for live-streaming e-commerce platforms should
not be overly burdensome under current legal regulations. It is suggested to differentiate the review
obligations of platforms under different transaction models, especially the review obligations for “re-
direct-based e-commerce live streaming”, to avoid the misuse of safe harbor rules.
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