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Abstract

In the face of increasing internal and external uncertainties, it is urgent to build a resilient urban
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economic structure efficiently. Cross-border e-commerce, rooted in the digital economy, has be-
come an important driving force for the improvement of China’s urban economic resilience. Based
on the panel data of 248 cities above prefecture-level cities in China from 2012 to 2021, the impact
of cross-border e-commerce on urban economic resilience is empirically investigated by using the
multi-period difference-in-difference method, and the results show that: 1) Cross-border e-com-
merce can significantly enhance the economic resilience of cities in China, and this conclusion is still
significantly valid after robustness tests such as placebo test and propensity score matching. 2) Dig-
ital economy, technological innovation, and employment structure are the three major levers for
improving urban economic resilience. Cross-border e-commerce is a quasi-natural experiment in
the cross-border e-commerce comprehensive pilot zone, which indirectly promotes the continuous
improvement of economic resilience through the promotion effect of the digital economy, the effect
of urban technological innovation, and the optimization effect of employment structure. 3) The pro-
motion effect of cross-border e-commerce on urban economic resilience will be affected by the char-
acteristics of city size, city level, and resource endowment. Compared with small and medium-sized
cities, central cities, and resource-based cities, the cross-border e-commerce pilot policy has a rel-
atively strong effect on the economic resilience of large-scale cities, peripheral cities, and non-re-
source-based cities.
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Table 1. Comprehensive evaluation index system of urban economic resilience
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Table 2. Evaluation index system of digital economy level
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Table 3. Descriptive statistics of variables
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PE R 2RI X DID 2480 0.113 0.317 0.00 1.00
BRI Agg 2480 0.348 0.557 0.01 3.52
X AT TR B Open 2480 0.171 0.254 0.00 1.39
AP R T K Invest 2480 0.017 0.017 0.00 0.08
R RARIKF Tec 2480 0.018 0.017 0.00 0.09
T IT 8= Market 2480 11.963 1.967 6.61 15.97
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Table 4. Benchmark regression results

4. FERIFLER

AR (D 2 3 4 Q) (6)
0.029"* 0.017"* 0.017"* 0.016"™ 0.016™ 0.016™
DID
(7.508) (4.406) (4.473) (4.461) (4.592) (4.614)
0.072*** 0.071*** 0.071*** 0.065*** 0.064***
ZUERIKFE
(5.596) (5.432) (5.381) (4.916) (4.812)
‘ —0.004 -0.003 —-0.004 -0.004
AN TRORE P
(-0.255) (-0.219) (—0.260) (—0.240)
) -0.112* -0.135™* -0.230*""
CANCEr S Y
(-1.892) (—2.269) (—2.747)
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(65.707) (16.815) (12.421) (12.293) (12.704) (6.628)
I AE 2480 2480 2480 2480 2480 2480
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Figure 1. Results of parallel trend test
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Figure 2. Placebo test results
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Table 5. Robustness test results
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Table 6. Regression results of mediation mechanism test
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Table 7. Heterogeneity test regression results
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