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Abstract

As the concept of sustainable development is widely recognised by society, the ESG performance of
companies is increasingly in the global spotlight and has a significant impact on their operations
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and production activities. This paper explores the impact of corporate ESG performance on total
factor productivity and its transmission mechanism based on the data of Chinese A-share listed
companies from 2012 to 2022. It is found that corporate ESG can effectively enhance corporate total
factor productivity. The results of the mechanism test indicate that ESG performance improves cor-
porate total factor productivity mainly through promoting the sustainability of corporate techno-
logical innovation and reducing corporate debt financing costs. The heterogeneity test shows that
the total factor productivity improvement effect of ESG advantages is more significant in large-scale
enterprises, non-state-owned enterprises and capital-intensive enterprises.
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1. 5|

LK, ESG BERIRA L, O ARBE T A . 2004 4, BRA FERAHHE R ESG M
o, BAESHE A A BRI ER, ZORIREE, AR EEHEE T, ESG RILZTEI N
SEAVAE T = A5 T R BRI T AT 45 S 5 JRE e 70 (9 R Ak AR [1]. 5 R8BI E H AT AT ESG 1
KIRPUIR, 7E ESG BT, fobrtid. (5 S e A0 XU G i B 7 T A UK AR AL 25 1]

FRE B AT FURT BRI, 5 A U A R W SO 2% £ BRI AR R 35— R
TR A EAT ESG BTl RIATF G R, RZEHRY, Ml RIFK ESG RILAT LN K AL AE )]
PR BB, R E AL BORGIRTRE 71[2] [3]. 2 REE(2021) K I AL ESG SEE— e 2 JE ]
DLRRARAR M RS, AT XS Aok B 58 T 7 AR B K 52 [4] [5] - ARMS4E(2024) 0 4lk ESG RILFEHL i
FIRERON, BA G R PRl BT A EAE 6], 26 R T EF S b 4 B R
WA, BAERRREVREERE RN R DA SR ZRETPURYER . — AR
AR, QA SRR B[ 7] [8] LA LBl B2 55 [O] S WA WO s 18 ki s — 5 ik AT WO Re 1, Gt
KBBHEA[10] iR ERAE M R OUAL 11155, B Ay BRI B S AR, T & 25 sl e 2R
PER BT

A T B TR = A5 35—, WRAIRV T4k ESG RN H AR A R NI THEM,
N ESG RILIZE Gt RN FUIG N 1B AL MSIE R s 55—, e 9] 7 ESG RILE BT ALIH
FREEPEAT BRARGT 55 Ml B8 AKX AR AR, AT Rlie st 1 b s B AR R IR T, s T HAENLE]; 2R
=, W B AR BE T, RSO ESG RIS 4 R R AR T RCRAE R HA LR AT L
RNE T RBUCN R, A FERAAR it 1 % AL ESG SRIg S %

2. Bt AR EE
2.1. £t ESGC RMELERE =%

Nk ESG RIS KA TR A R A O EE . A MG BL = AN EZ 05—, IMRYERE,
A PR SRR DA R B 1 B R AR S R RE ST, BAAEL 7 A SRR U M BRI
AT MG R R, WRMGAHCE, AR S MA, UBERCE, ReaEm R, N
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Mt e B R AR [12] [18]; K, thage, RET ML r g5 805 f s Mo KRR,
JEAT A2 ST A Al 7 RE i v % L R BE RS B, R 3R TE AR R, RIS Il gd /b 5 ) 2 A R
Z IS BARFR, R AFEYIE, W5, B IEy 5k, 2 PRI 2R A R [14]; 5
=, RHEAERE, AFRNGESHMNE B R BRI E B R R, RIFKA TR AR AR, #
HOMERZR KRR, WG RATRATLF A, S kSRR 2, @R EAAT N, AR 23
BCRVE R, ST b RCRAME, HESh A R ARG, et Aol AT Frak & fE[13].

LR EPd, ASCRRM S — AMBBE:

H1: fnlk R4F K ESG RN 4 R A R MR TH R A B e -

2.2. MK ESG RI., BARGFIFENSEERETE

ESG RILHENS ol A VB8 ] RFEL R & I R MRACAC T AR P RN B 6 30, et 17 dh B RF R uA AN
AU, EFTH T AL AE AR 75 T (R RE I [15], eI SR AL H AR QIR RrEE . IR, ESG &I
IR RE G SR H R KU IR 2 BE , WOR A AT BOR BT AR %, RPN ESG RIS ML T Ak et 2
TUEANA B AR, RONE BR SRAE 1 RS O RAE I 25 H QR RE T RE AR RS, A
TMTHEBN A ML AE F AR QT SR I0 3 S AT RH 95 e [2] -

QU AR AW, AR A ER AR H A SN TR, QWA R, BLSEEL
R [16]. FEASCHIE 5N, QURNE ST DMV BRI, Sl RV AR, TE, ek
BUEE, RE I RPRHR S SRTH R RE . BRIR AT AR AR, SRS EOR R T 1 B
ELAESE e 1 AL R A B R A AR A7 IR, BUFE SIAEROR 5 8 B A R TG Al 4 B A R
B R A .

2.3. 1t ESG R, FREMBARASLERTE~F

AR 2 AH G BB WA, AV ER T ESG RINA Bl T- M\l P 31 % R 2 07 2 TR R 2 7 0, B
A5 BAK AR R A[12]. [FIF, RFH ESG RIULA B Tk S54RI ARG E, WA, &
SERKIARIEAE R R, AR AT R R AR A A2 FR (18], 7E Ff FE S IR b it W AR R AR I = AL 51 8 T,
APLERR St ESG B JF EBLH Hlk ESG RILHI A, MY BN @ H S B E A MAEAT N, 5
L5 B, EREmA LGB FINE S, A EAEFTRONAE N FISMTR) A G ST, 1Y
BT B Oy WD R, B SEIL AR 5T 55 b 0% AR 1 H A5 [19]

F SCAN B R AT (2019) BT 90 & TR 15 55 b 08 F A (1) B AT K Aol 4 B 3 AR P e LA IE TN, F LI 4%
FR R 7. B INR0 T BN R A B 4% T S IR AR SE[20] . FF HL, PR AL A BT RS T VR
BROR, WISt b A F= e = ERRAE B AT R S s R AL, Rk Al A B A R R
$eTH21].

T LT, $RHASCE MR-

H2: {ilk R UF [ ESG R I AT LIS I (e ik A BAR GBrRE e o BRI A A5 55 fih B AR (i i A B R AR
FEERIIET

3. WiRigit
3.1 HEEERE
A LEBEW T, LI EA[22]:
TEP, = a, + %,ESG, + Y Controls, + Y Ind+ ) Year + ¢, (1)
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Hrh, TFP N OP VTR & ERA %R, ESG NEIE ESG {FHHIFEIEITESr; Controls A2 A 347 il 45
EAEE: Ind AAMERIN, Year NEMBNL; e AT A TR ESG RIA 4B RA ;=R
[P AR R R, BEORTE R B on A IE FURTE

32. BEEN

(1) PiRATE: 4B RA T (TFP)

OP %5 LP Vi il B R AR F R k. BT HAM I, OP a8 RO BE [F i 1
ZEEREAE B R 0, WO SCR A OP VAT A A R A P K

(2) AR E: finl ESG KIL(ESG)

25 8 BIREAR I SE BRI VT R A 2R K0 IA RT R AT P 55, A SO 2 HROMHAT %2 55(2022) I RIF 92 051, i 1E
iE ESG PP ki k) ESG £ H[23]. EiF ESG PR R, Wb, o, = KR4,
I = RAARARG AR 14 D 26 =4 R 130 TR ZEARIEAR, AT HESE, §F
A B Ak T HRE A R SR S RO

(3) il

A AR, A XSG PR MR E . AR S, ETER.
B, BRIGEST WBE R WASATAT . MK RE 1. R F=E RN 5 — KIAR RG], &
SRR, WG —, RINEHIAMERES . BRI Lk 1R,

(4) ML=

ASCIEEL T BN BT IR AT, 43 AR B AR G B RS M T 55 Al A . BB B RE R
ESIATETL, RGN BIE AK E 5 2 I G0F H AU  RUE & A E R BB R PR 1
fabr, MMUHE T O RNILN &, SR T HEEZ @B [24]. ST ERREENEEG < B”
R, HARMEVEZ G000 H R0 A Bl — 4, P, JROIZERER AR b, R s e B dm #4175
I, BRCPHE T RIS . 2% 855 (013) IR Tt , AR SR FH A IS H b A I 5% 2 5 AR s A7 £
(1 PO ABLAE 52 45 R % AR (T s ARt [25] . BLAR TV LK 1o

Table 1. Description of variables
1 TERHA

A5 2R A B AR AF 1
R R AR & b ETERA TR TFP OP 255
A & A\l ESG £ ESG 153F ESG 14

S R BB LNIIP AAESE FEAE t— 1 AR AU BN R T J7 5 ik

A FEES t— 1 AERISE t— 2 SR RIBH BN Z R LU 4B
57 55 Rl 7% A DCost  (FIRSZH + FoAhlth 45 2% FH)/ 765
BTN |40 Size AR RIS 4
bR Age AR I 25 A T AR A7 (1 ZE (B U 3
PR EQU e R AR B A
i A I fE EPS FLHERUE T T 2 R AR I U 55 4k
i) 2 e LIQ TBN G 1 B 5 65
o 5 AT AF LEV S8 NNk
A RS-V Growth SR E VIO [F] g ok i
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gk
ST A R ROA FLHRMRE T [ 23 2 Kl )R
S RIBAR I Lol TOP1 S RIS H I S B
T Board HHE S NHU B RN £
PIAE — Dual RS ZHENPIREG N1, k20
3.3. BUEEA

ARFET 2012~2022 FEFE A BT A B BEE R, T OLU AR (1) SIBR&Rhk. ST.
ST 4l (2) BB R B Z HIREA, (3) HIFR ESG PEEIR R REA . (4) KT E/> AL &
K R VE ST IR AN TR R A . e &AFF 26,470 NFEAE . A HT S 0 2 ok V8 T 5 15 550 2 A [E 22
G .

4. SEESERM T
4.1. Rt

TR TEG T A RN 2 Pron. IRIEFAL R TR, TFP IME Y 6.703, A4y 6.598, HfE %
i, R H AR B R A R AT R A IEZS 73 A . ESG RIAME Y 4.084, B BIFEAS 4l iR FEAIE
ESG 1P Z P T B~BB i AR KR R /MBS A BT 227, e [ml A BEAT e 2 o

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of main variables

=2 FET BRI

VarName Obs Mean sD Min Median Max
TFP 26,470 6.703 0.903 2.377 6.598 11.418
ESG 26,470 4.084 0.960 1.000 4.000 8.000
EQU 26,470 1.295 11.314 —340.171 0.706 1556.429
EPS 26,470 0.405 1.075 —16.460 0.271 49.930
LIQ 26,470 2.479 3.249 0.026 1.662 144.000
LEV 26,470 0.430 0.316 0.008 0.416 31.467
Dual 26,470 0.281 0.450 0.000 0.000 1.000
Size 26,470 22.265 1.334 15.577 22.074 28.615
Age 26,470 2.193 0.779 0.000 2.303 3.497
Board 26,470 2.123 0.197 1.099 2.197 2.890
TOP1 26,470 34.453 14.799 2.197 32.120 89.990
ROA 26,470 0.035 0.250 —30.688 0.036 10.401
4.2. EEEIT

1 3 Al ESG RILG A TRA R MRS, Hrh A A IEEHIZ R R, 512) 0
AR AR R R EDRSE R, WIEHERNAZE R T DA, OB AR I R EUSAE 1%HKF LR VIE,
WL ESG RIS H A E R AR ZAIEMG, KU ESG RIIN 4 BR A FK-T [
PR, YD I — MB .
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Table 3. Benchmark regression results

3 FEOPFER

VarName @ @
TFP TFP
ESG 0.032" 0.011"
(6.348) (2.680)
EQU —0.000"
(-1.673)
EPS 0.083"
(5.077)
LIQ -0.003
(—1.184)
LEV 0.093"
(2.433)
Dual -0.016
(—1.241)
Size 0.406™"
(22.921)
Age 0.001
(0.047)
Board 0.001
(0.031)
TOP1 -0.000
(—0.326)
ROA 0.060
(1.482)
W HR 6.229™ —2.522"*
(256.461) (—6.558)
AR 52 RN YES YES
I 1) ] 28K 2 YES YES
FEAME 26,470 26,470
R2 0.243 0.428

T FESANUE T T RIERIRAE 1%, 5%, 10%7K
PR AL

43, REMRE
43 EHMEBERETE

ASCRHS LP iR EE NS Aok A B A P R AR, FRHRHEAT 2T, S50 4 BI()FR. R
[ 25 R A AN, TRP_LP (ki R4 0.016, JF7E 19%M/K-F LR ZE N IE. S, RIEE T &R AR
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RETRETTVE, ALK ESG AR RN Al 4 B A A BRI, 225 R AR .

43.2. B

N T ORI T 45 AR AR I ool B A r A i L O P AE M, AR SO T AT IE B8 BEEAT 1™ M 1 1%
XU 2 FRAREE, X — A H T A ROt B T B R SR AR, R AR EE BBt S AT B 3 A
HER WA 4 5. MRIEEALR AR, TEP (AT 2 %0y 0,009, JHAE 5%1K T ERFENIE, iE
BT A ] A 4 R AR fE k.

4.3.3. BEAHhAE

NT BRI RE AR B 5 R T B 5N PR 2 06 SRR A0 A 45 SR AR R, A SCRH AR REA AT T 21k
UL, U 70%AIREAR ST B0 4T, TEAFREA T3 B R (R v, CRITE
ZER A A E AL RO, BRI RINE 4 FIQ) R, WRAEEIAS R, TFP Ml RN
0.012, JFTE B%MIKF LR NIE, #—DRUISTUESE LA EA 2%

AT LAE H, TG SR AT B A 3 07 VR B AT TR AR A VA 6, ARSI 70 45 B 38 R HY e P I —
SR E N, RREREBN, XREP RIS HL B2 7 780 00 FEREALE .

Table 4. Robustness test results

=4 REMREER

VarName (1) (2) (3)
TFP_LP TFP TFP
ESG 0.016™" 0.009" 0.012"
(3.895) (2.445) (2.544)
R -4.311™ —-2.092" —2.684"
(-10.827) (—6.124) (-7.039)
AL YES YES YES
ANARIE 52 RS YES YES YES
I [ [ 2R YES YES YES
FEAAH 26,470 26,470 18,529
R2 0.508 0.465 0.445
4.4. ML HT

4.4.1. AR BIHTHRF A

% 5 FID)FR T A ER B S SHLHI R LR . 4587, ESG HIfhTH R EE 1%HIK
P R EONIE. B4 A ) ESG R ILRENS W e Bt b I EOR BFT R S . AR Y SR M 4R AT
K, ESG RIS Sl A b R gy mT 45 8 5 i UM S T A8 B2 0 XU R4 2 82, et Aol b 2B = AN 22 B
IO, WO TP R BT ANEOR T Gl R gAY RO QIR SR, BET SN A P E R AN
s AR I BOR B A E BR3P T B R AR 5T

4.4.2. REBMBERE

R 5 F(2)FR T AR5 Al AL SHLHI RIS R . 2R EIR, ESG Mflith RECh 0.001, FFE 1%
(K R N BV IF Y ESG R ILAEHS 1 3 FRARA L 157 55 Al 08 A o AR A b SCodrml %,
ESG RILMILTHAT B T BRARAML 5 45 R 08 AR, X — I FEAN R 1 P9 R 2 A G Z IRV (7 JE Ok
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TR BAS FRAREE A L, SR 58 1 5 AMMA AR, TEHR G Z M IEERR, R
WEE L. JFH, FBERRRLTE A — et AL BB RIS 3T, 1 SR B, MM
BN T Ak AP RR IR T R ML S RO, B B il A B A R K

i bRk, AR AR H2,

Table 5. Mechanism test results

= 5. HHIGIEEER

VarName (1) (2)

AV B ARG R AN

ESG 0.028"" —0.001""
(2.612) (-3.110)

HBOT ~11.149™" ~0.056™"
(-13.025) (-3.748)
A YES YES
AR 52 R YES YES
I [ [ 5 2R YES YES
FEAME 22,892 26,470
R2 0.254 0.286

45 RERMSH

45.1. MR

% 6 BN T AR A AN B A RO A B R A PRI . % OA, AR
BER “ATME - AR AL I J SCRE R AR 2 Sy /N RS A R KBS A, 17 5 JEAT 43 4[N VA [26] . FEE
6 F(1). FIQ)EIAZEATEN, K. AN ESG N4 22 A4k 7= 2 1 R T AT S35 1) 1E AR A
BRI T R TR, BEER. TRER: NS/, RIFH ESG SLBkAlRE
AT IIE S 2R . WX, SCER AR E, JHMEEEARME, MWmigmamidr=R, &
MM, KR T H KM s ) FI 2 50, el E AT Scth S ESG SRmS, WfE AR B R d
2 AT RV F5 96 B 5 TG A0 B R B0 A2, T e A A T A AR (10 0% A 0 B A % ) 5 BB 4 Wy A R s
Bl Pk, KA ESG I AT fEH ok BN 35 B P 2R e b A v szl vl , AT 3RA5 58 s i) 3
PEFIEE KIS 28 IhAh, IRV ESG W& B2 5 5 2 A VI U (060, AR H S A1 17E
ESG Sk b RS H AN, HEi x4 B A P 5 e AR o 5 25 R IR THI S

4.5.2. PR

TR ZE R ARSI Ak ESG RILAIRCR, A SCREFEAS Al &l 73 B AT Aol 55 4R B A 4l
AT R IR A . e 6 31U(3)s FI(A)IRIHEE R TR, AREA k) ESG RIS 4 R A IR THE
&2, EA M ESG RIKA BEFMW. "TREMIER: 3 EA MV EInEE T 5e 4, &2
LfRAE ESG R BURIG SR B 5 1) M S M TR TES 0, W BRE M Beoh, JEEA L AE AT
Yy BRI RS F R ATRESE MIA Y], RAFH ESG RINA B T FRREI BT A, $RAERARCR, M et 425K
AR T TR A b T AR T AU R, WREAETTIATE S S BB AR
WE KRR S E A AR, KRR ATREIRSS 1 E A ik ESG RIS 4 TR F 2 Al
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RIAE -

4.5.3. 1Tl R

ARZEZREEEATI R IR RIVEX A ZE S, Bl ESG RIUN 4 2L R IE A7
FERFEL R . RS RIAATT, RATIAE R A B AR SRR ST s s R RN AL, 20 AT [mA[27].
54 6 51(5) #I(6) ML R AT, ESG RILAIMTH R I B NIE, HEAR LM REH
XK, JFHAE 1%0KF FRZFENIE. BIHSRUH, 4l ESG ARBLAIIL A xT 4 B2 A R K fe TH £
WAEERRAT WA TN R . ATRER SR AR RAT A BEA (O I RCR B 225K, ESG LA
BT A ROA A BEA, Sl ERTH N T 20l A SR 2, SRR BA T, IR H, BAE AN
AT R 3 SR MY SRR AR T e B R AR BEEE, ESG R I AU AL AT LA FEARR A 85 3 R XS ATAH 5% 7
A, Al AR s R AT A, R B R R EORQUEORAERF S /), ESG AL i1
M BB TR NI, R RERGIR T AL R A i i . PRI, 7 BEA S B AT Ml A S 3%

Table 6. Heterogeneous analysis
6. HERIH

VarName @ @ 3) 4) G (®
PN AN [ 1> JEE 4 G Y 55 )y % Y
ESG 0.025™ 0.008" 0.008 0.009" 0.018™ 0.003
(2.604) (1.810) (1.238) (1.779) (3.094) (0.638)
R -0.237 -2.397" —2.394 —2.294" -1.998™ 2557
(—0.185) (-5.538) (-3.616) (—4.636) (—3.844) (—4.275)
A & YES YES YES YES YES YES
AR 52 RN YES YES YES YES YES YES
I 1) ] 20K 2 YES YES YES YES YES YES
FEAAH 3891 22,579 9742 16,728 13,505 12,965
R2 0.372 0.387 0.373 0.461 0.382 0.478

5. BEFBUREIN

BB A O IR EE AT SR vk EARFE FE AR B T, A EREE . A ARNE B (ESG) R I LN A Bk oG
AR AL, FEXT AR B 88 8 R A P2 80 7= AR T IRE IR . AR SR 2012~2022 SR E A I
AR AHCESE, 7t 1Al ESG RIA H AT R A~ R(TFP)MIMEM . BFtgs Riax, I ESG
SR AR 3 P i A A R B AL A A AR H ESG RN T B I I AN AR (e 2k TRP 52Tt
— SR WU MR EEEAT BORQIHT, R A R 55 Al B A . A, RIS AT R I, FERIBLEOR
JEE G w1 LR AR Ak, ESG RN TFP (Y IE MM A B . MRS R, A

FEH DU BOR N
B, N EAT ESG B, REAL ESG RH, 5 EH ESG &L, HEmIR ALk E =
K&

AV AT CUE SR THER ORI A2 TUEA R A BT IR, B AR B 510 ESG a4 it%. A
A BT Al A T 37 3 SR SN I T P R R B, S| B 2 BB B AN B, IR RERS etk Il P R
R MR IETE, FRAREE XS, R BIRRCE R .. &2, RERFEBILFEER, Syl ks
R RIS, SEBLKR I AT R SRR R, IR R E S RIS I
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S5 AL R AR 20 B AR S5 B AR B DI E , e 5 R 2 AR 55 Z 181K T ESG 5 B IR X,
PSL AL 2 RIFRIIE S

I WA R B AE SR, A AL RE RS SR N ST A RITTE S, I RENS 1 5 R 25 AH
KITHIBEAERSIRE, WTIAE T3 3RS B PP ML S R R WL 2 - BE4h, RUFHI ESG R RIEH BT
AR AN LR BN A, 3 i B3 AR i B AR, (bbb PRI RG S A i o BB 8 I S5 il A1 52
FrA IR 5 AN EAE B b A A, AL ESG {E BRI ER AL FENLE], RIS Inssxs ESG 5 B i
B, HRE SRS AT AT FEE

=, R T ERF K ESG PRUTARAE, SRAL LT A R A S SUEIR B

3 1) 5 A o R AN T 30 K ESG VAN A AR, AT DASHE Bl Aioll B 4y SR A S IR L AR e
TS T (PR A AL . L2 B TR Tk (i 2 T8 S0 AN (R, SR Re g (e it b AR IB SR &2 TF
s A, HBOASE R AL 25U, SRR aE AR . iR LT AR A2 TR, thERE %
SRARMYAE SR SRR b S I AL 2 AR DG R OR A S, $Rm A FABERE I BEAT BT R, OB
ANEEAN A 2 QG K IIOMEL . BRI E & NS NI 2 5 ESG AriERIfE, RN EiiAr g ftis T
AR, Btk ESG LB B BRbnEs, [ S i o PR STAL A (L o
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