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Abstract

With the development of e-commerce industry driven by social media, the path of users from con-
tacting the product, understanding the product to purchasing the product is being shortened dra-
matically, especially on the platform of Xiaohongshu, which is a picture social media. The study
found that Xiaohongshu stimulates users’ instant purchase desire through KOL and UGC content,
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including visual presentation, scene construction, social interaction, and personal qualities of blog-
gers. Among them, users pursue ideal life paradigm in upward comparison, and are easily influenced
by bloggers’ recommendation and impulse consumption; parallel comparison caused by closer so-
cial distance is also easy to trigger users’ trust consumption. At the same time, “buy-as-you-see” may
also lead to sustainability issues and mental health risks.
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Figure 1. “Buy-as-you-see” information dissemination paths
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