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Abstract

With the rapid development of digital technology, digital trade has become a key engine of global
economic growth. The United States and the European Union have established high-standard digital
trade rule systems through Free Trade Agreements (FTA), forming the “American model” centered
on liberalization and the “European model” focused on privacy protection and cultural diversity.
The U.S. digital trade rules emphasize free data flow and non-discriminatory treatment of digital
products, while the EU digital trade rules prioritize privacy protection and cultural exceptions,

WEG|H: BREEME. SERK FTA B0 52 5 MM f LL B 78 []. HLF 7 4518, 2025, 14(3): 1045-1051.
DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.143797


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.143797
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.143797
https://www.hanspub.org/

WA

reflecting significant divergences in their core principles and specific provisions. Based on this,
China should adhere to a “development and security balance” approach when constructing its digi-
tal trade rules, balancing free data flow with data security, drawing on cultural exception clauses to
safeguard cultural diversity, and adopting flexible tariff policies to support the upgrading of the
digital industry. Meanwhile, China should actively participate in the formulation of global digital
trade rules, promoting the establishment of a more equitable and inclusive international digital
trade order.
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Table 3. Digital trade rules of the upgraded phase of the U.S.-EU FTA
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