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Abstract

With the rapid development of e-commerce, the environmental pollution caused by packaging waste
has become increasingly severe. Guided by the concept of circular economy, this study focuses on
the legal governance challenges throughout the lifecycle of e-commerce packaging, revealing sys-
temic issues such as ambiguous responsibility allocation, fragmented recycling mechanisms, and
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externalized environmental costs. The research proposes a “common but differentiated responsi-
bility” framework, advocating for a multi-stakeholder collaborative governance system. This includes
extending producer responsibility under public law, strengthening green obligations for sellers, im-
posing classified recycling constraints on consumers, and expanding contractual obligations under
private law with mandatory hazardous packaging recycling rules. The study also emphasizes the
integration of market-oriented tools such as environmental taxes and credit evaluation systems
with legal enforcement mechanisms to internalize environmental costs. The findings provide theo-
retical support for improving the legal framework for e-commerce packaging pollution prevention
and propose institutional optimization pathways for achieving green consumption transformation
and ecological civilization goals.
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