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Abstract

The rapid development of Internet technology has promoted the exponential growth of virtual eco-
nomic activities. As the core hub of the digital economy, e-commerce platform has also spawned a
new risk allocation mechanism while reshaping the transaction mode. The anonymity, technologi-
cal dependence, and regulatory lag of virtual spaces have led to increasingly blurred boundaries
of platform responsibility. In judicial practice, there is a common tendency towards subjective
responsibility determination. In addition, the current norms lack systematic provisions on the
constituent elements, performance standards, and exemption reasons of security obligations,
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exacerbating the paradox of responsibility generalization and innovation inhibition. In this con-
text, the purpose of this article is to clarify the legal status of e-commerce platforms as “hazard
initiators”, construct a scientific and reasonable system of security obligations, and contribute to
solving governance difficulties.
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