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Abstract

With the advent of the digital era, the live-streaming industry has emerged as a novel economic
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sector and developed with robust momentum. Consequently, labor disputes between live-stream-
ers and platforms have inevitably increased. The primary challenges in determining employment
relationships in this context stem from the unique nature of the live-streaming industry, the lagging
applicability of traditional subordination criteria, and the absence of unified legal standards. Nev-
ertheless, the live-streaming industry does not alter the fundamental nature of employment rela-
tionships or their subordination characteristics. Labor law should return to its social-oriented roots
to safeguard the healthy development of emerging industries. Currently, conventional employment
relationship identification standards fail to adapt to the evolving platform economy and inade-
quately fulfill the regulatory function of law in governing the relationship between live-streamers
and platforms. There is a pressing need to flexibly interpret the subordination criteria for employ-
ment relationships, implement tiered and categorized protections for workers’ legitimate rights,
and establish clear, uniform legal standards.
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