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Abstract

Based on data from A-share companies from 2012 to 2022, this study investigates the influence of
digital transformation on the ESG performance. The findings indicate that digital transformation
can significantly enhance a company’s ESG performance, leading to better outcomes in environmen-
tal protection, social responsibility, and corporate governance. Through mechanism analysis, it is
revealed that digital transformation supports ESG progress via three primary pathways: boosting

IR

XEGH: WM, WAk, S BT 5 EsG FIL[]. BRI SIEE, 2025, 14(5): 3257-32665.
DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.1451638


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.1451638
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.1451638
https://www.hanspub.org/

B, VFE A

operational efficiency, encouraging green innovation, and enhancing internal information trans-
parency. Non-state-owned enterprises and non-manufacturing firms exhibit more noticeable im-
provements in their ESG performance when considering heterogeneity. Finally, based on the re-
search findings, relevant suggestions are proposed.
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i ORI Ak ESG RILAIRIESE H 2848 TF, RUFH) ESG RIAMCA B T k2T L R . 1584t
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2. XahsEd
2.1. %F ESG By#fs

ESG /& XTI AL M A GHRIL LR VFMAESL, B TEVPAG Mk T RRSE R R A8 1 R R 55 512
[E Py 4G i 7T ESG 42/ 7E ESG 4% ESG #% %t LA ESG R BN Ak 54

ESG VP4 Pl ol AT RFSR R JERE I E B T B, AHCH LB R AE PRI 1 R I 5 T bm iR 4%
[E 4k ESG PRk R R BB, YEHNIAARZ, W MSCI. Sustainalytics 25, HiFLER D) Z A
THRF R FMBCE 2. EEN, ESGC WA TRIME, EEHEEREMR. WRERA T —. =
i —hriE S ) BN, Chatterji et al. (2016) 8/ 72 &K A RIFLAG AT [FIFE ALK ESG vFR AR MK
SEEUIK[1]. Avramov et al. (2021) K IiA Y ESG I 5 ##% # BR MR F A 2 [2]. % T ESG & 1R
7L, Dimson et al. (2015)I\}y ESG il @# AN T A B B SR IS B, vl BE S R AU 25 [3]. Riedl
and Smeets (2017) AFEHE & K, DI R 4F S ) HA% 5 ESG RILR &1 k[4]. (HdAH
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JRORIX —ZONE[16] . ST, 3875 55 (2021) A BUAC 7 o 5 R B i T4 Al B b AR 2y T AR 1 — 444k,
BT AL BARAMRAE A, Al SRR O RE AT [17]

3. BRSthS5 /R
31 BFUHERS ESG RU;

ERmRERREE R, PRSI R R R EETF B, B, B hiEia
IEBEARGIHT DA, Rl ER AR SN, R RS (R 5 ol RpS R R Uk Y Tk,
BSEILE NSk ARBRI AR R . HU0, w5 o 8 g A B A5 B A SRS L AR B SR = RE ),
RERN TEEEWE, NI RL R RS E T RS A . &a, REHRRERAIR, ShHE
E L@ 5 Nk A5 B AR, WREIE AT N TRBESE, Aetd BRSSO i i (s 2, 8
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H3: Al E A 2 B 4 v L P9 45 LI B B R 2T ESG R

B A R T 28 BOR M AT B H AR BN ERE %, TR “IREREIEW - B ERAEH
- EMAMERR SR . Ek, EREMEEE A T RS- G, A TEIERN
PREALIRAR, D TURIA T o FOIR, B ARG BTl S IR S, F R Se it e Re 7, HEBh R
MG IR S [ R IR sh . (E IR E YR P AT L HENIEE P RSO R, R R SRR S I R
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AL 2012~2022 FFEELLZE R E A B BT A REATEFREA . [RIRX SR AT AR HERRTERE
AL A e briE STy ST* K& PT M i A a] s SIBk B AR 3 M A bREk Bl . 2, i
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2) OB R, OB E R M TR (Indigital), 275 RAES5E(2021) [19]RIMMIE, XHFE
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Table 1. Variable definitions and data sources

1 LWEENMBIERIE

Bt AR B 4 R A el HE kIR
B R B 4k ESG FKIL(ESG) HEAIE ESG VPR I AT 3 HEAF
RS & Ak A0 (Indigital) ARG TSRS, O£ NEIFER
AL A (Size) BT AE, BUWE
2 H (Board) HEANE, B0
Ak #E (Age) ML — BROLEN + 1, BUHEL
o W R (Lev) S S AR R P .
R e ) eI TN CMAR ik
Al B 1 (Growth) AREEEN N BBV
PERA—(Dual) HERKSRAMET AR —A; 0: 5, 1. &
A B (Topl) B — KRR e A5
4.2. BENGE

NHATAORHIE T, A SCHIE QR [
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ESG,, =, + A, Indigitalit; + > #,Controls +6, + 4 +&, 6
MR Ae 7 ESG FonAilk ESG RHL, Indigitalit A E7 b 8K, Controls £z L&, o
A B RS, A N E RN, e NBEHLIRZEI, | At RIE S
5. SKHES#T
5.1. fiRtg

MR TG TE A 2, Ak ESG 1 ME N 4.137, H/MEN 1, BORMEN 8, FriEZEN 1.051, A4k
Ay ESG RILZEREK . B R (Indigital) I {H 2y 3.695. BEMIKFfi ~, A HE—LHTtas00], brik
28 1422, AR BB ALK 2R BOR, A flk R R AT AL T T A

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of variables
=2 TEmARMRIT

AE FEAE H{E PRitEZE B/ME EON ]
ESG 33,108 4.1374 1.051 1.00 8.00
Indigital 33,108 3.6954 1.422 0.00 8.72
Size 33,101 7.6578 1.286 1.95 13.25
Age 33,108 2.9575 0.320 1.10 4.29
Growth 33,059 0.1319 0.6059 -0.52 9.29
Lev 33,108 0.4239 0.209 0.01 1.96
Topl 33,108 0.3371 0.149 0.00 0.90
Indep 33,105 0.3775 0.056 0.14 0.80
Dual 32,239 0.2964 0.457 0.00 1.00
Board 33,105 2.1165 0.199 1.10 2.89

5.2. EEERINFLERE A

Table 3. Baseline regression results

%3 HEEAER
.. ) @

= ESG ESG
Indigital 0.047™ 0.025"*
(6.00) (3.28)
i A % &
Al [ 5 RRE & P
Y [ 5 ORE & P
Constan e a3e)
MLIE 33,095 32,171
T R? 0.584 0.607

e T T RIRTE 1%, 5%, 10%K°F R R, 55N OAR T ZERERRER tE, FRE.
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SEHE RS R I 3, AERIMASE AR AIMASE R AR RIS OL T, B R B B2 O0IE, B4l
FUFER R E RS T Ak ESG PF4r, X —45RIIE T HL.

5.3. REMHE

1) SRR, %R F Q021K T s, XA S AT SE v, MR
T RFE R (Indigitall) . FHIX —Febrxt e AR AT B IR E T A, 4R R, BAITE 1%KF
FEERNIE.

2) B AR L. 218 ESG VE T AT IR PIRESE R SRR S 5550, i o b id B
Lk R e B AT VR 2y, B0 B AT AT M . R 218 ESG (PB-ESG)VF 4 Hidh: & 46 SR o il B AR i
FHEATEIE, RN, K5 4E IR (PB-E). #1243 (PB-S)FIA BV FE(PB-G) 2> 0] . 45 S B b $
T TIEE T I ESG RIS RF ), S5 %E 4,

Table 4. Robustness test: Substitute variables

=4 RREMRE. BHREE

A (1) (2 3) 4 5)
ESG PB-ESG PB-E PB-S PB-G
Indigital1 1(09224)
Indigital 0.358" 0.803" 0.328" -0.0685
(0.0822) (0.163) (0.0874) (0.132)
Pl AR = = = = =
AN 78 250RE = = = = =
AR I E KR b & = = =
Constant 2.389" 17.22" -19.85™ -3.395" 75.85"
(0.168) (1.790) (3.429) (1.883) (2.544)
FURIIEIED 32,184 10,777 10,683 10,761 10,777
WHE R? 0.607 0.820 0.665 0.708 0.814
5.4. RRMESH

Table 5. Heterogeneity analysis

F#5 RERMESH

LRy 845 27 il 35
5 = BRI o gk
e \E
(1) E4 (2) B4 (1) s (2) ek
indigital 0.0167" 0.0189* 0.0170" 0.0395"*
g (0.0130) ((0.00986) (0.00974) (0.0131)
AR 2 & = &
RO UNE A & & &
SR ] 2 RUNE & = &
Constant 1.817 1.986™ 2.110™ 2.199"*
(0.313) (0.216) (0.216) (0.285)
MLIE 10,457 20,942 21,150 11,471
¥ R2 0.65 0.601 0.600 0.641
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1) FERUER . AR PR UK AL A B b AdEE A ok, [FASERERE, LiweEA kil
RAEEA Ak, b E A R ES AT DL T ESG RIL, HEA MAE 10%/KF FEZE NIE, EEE
AR 5%7KF- 18 35 N IE o 1X AT RE A2 R A AE B A i b 5 AR A8 T 37 L AN 1 25 40 5% 3 A AT SR B T kAR
8, SEmAHHES P AL, 3% ESG R

2) AT NHENY o KR A A% oMb 55 35 BRI A= = S (PR s B A Mb 1) 4 S ) e M R i i b 53
AET, g5 R EIR: g IR a5 RAE 10%/KF EE 2 NIE. JEflE N 1%/KF L2 ENIE, X
Re 2 BN ARG AT IR M S B 2 AR S G, B &0 e A R EE . R (E BiE
A DL T 3 IR S L [RIE S5 R L3 5.

6. #lHla 4T
6.1. ZFERARBIH

MV E A R o] DA R A S5 4 7 . MR, (R SRR AR, A IR ERI. A
LZHEVTME(2012) [211MEREATHLE 0B o AR ORI 2 2 3008 P v T 2 ) 4 €8 S FH 3 ) F s 00 BOo)
B, AE AL g EH AR AEN (GH) AT R A8 AR FFREATH . [FEZE R IR 6, Mk ib i 2 nT DA e it
SEOFEARAE, I0UE TRV H2,

6.2. AEEEIERE

MV A B 2 i iE FOREE . B TF RS HEARR T S BIE I, BRI B ST AL
HBAT AR 42 T, Pk SR AR RIS, dEmdE At &R . N 75Uk b b2 5 Be e
PN A GBI B, AR SR FH e e P A 45 B B R B (1C) RS B R AR AT (B, 25 SRR i Ak 3
FACE R FERTE T N EW EE W R, Sk 7B H3, 45 R W4k 6 31(2).

6.3. XEWE

A TE I 5] N KSR . AN TR RS HabEREAR, bl &infE, RALERR, M
AR 1) T 7 SR PR 5 4 g T A B 1R F YR BRI o AR SO Al R B B R 2R (ROS)PE 4
228 AR AR BR AR AR AT B, 25 R B B A 7 S RE 2, RI$EFA 7 Ak
NENGELKT, SR ILE 6 71(3). LA LIIE T ik H4.

Table 6. Regression results of the impact of green credit on technological progress, business income and profit
F< 6. REEEMFEARFEL ., WHWASFEZIMAIEYFLER
(1) (2) 3)

2 Gti IC ROS
Indigital 0.008"™ 0.187™ 0.004™
(2.13) (3.01) (4.18)
i A 2 & 52
N INER I 2 5 &
BRI T RN 2 5 &
Constant 0.097 24.993™ 0.324™
(1.13) (19.11) (13.66)
LE 32,178 32,171 32,171
T R 0.617 0.369 0.798
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7. EREEWY

AT 2012~2022 MEAIE A A FEEE, BB RN ol ESG RILAIm, 45RE
B, Ak iz BT HOR, B F A ERL R E ST L ESG LR AR, HE— P AR, B b iER
FETHL ESG R P F B @ (L S B E ARG . IR G BB E U LIRFEAE R =% 7
TR S T B A A AR A AR & ML AL ) ESG SRR N B .

XAk, M AR A B, B AT R R R . B, A EHES G ARG
B, BEEOIESBNFE IR . AR K AR, BT B SE A RART R S N, >
W5 g, R IEF AR HR, R4S ESG [ Bk R, 15 B E g 51
Wt BE, VFREMRBFUEARBN, R A UEARBANGE ST, FIHREEE. N TR
I SR ARIRTHE E SR, B .

BUR N RIE S FAER, AL R ESG $2TH011E RIFEE. Bk, BURRLHE 56 35 BUK ¢
Rk R, HE—RIMNEBER, WU BN BSOS, Sl K R A G BoR G1# 1)
BN HIR, BUNTER IR EHRGIHES, IS EHE AR R LREIE, (k=0 R
FERE . G, BUREINGRE BHEERE, S0 BB RENE], R EE T k7 ™ b fi. [\
I, R E BE SR, RERFEE X ESG 5 BRI 5 H H RE
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