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Abstract

China’s cross-border e-commerce retail import is developing rapidly driven by digital technology
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and consumption upgrading, but the tax legal system lags behind the innovation of emerging busi-
ness forms and is faced with the challenge of insufficient legislative adaptation. In 2018, the E-com-
merce Law incorporated cross-border e-commerce into the legal framework for the first time, clar-
ifying its nature of Internet import and export trade. However, the relevant tax rules still rely on
traditional trade regulations, and it is difficult to match the needs of new business models. In cur-
rent practice, there are four major problems: the unclear tax collection and management failure,
the arbitrage of tax difference, the loss of tax sources caused by tax collection and management
loopholes, insufficient supervision coordination and weak risk prevention and control. It is sug-
gested that the tax legal framework should be systematically improved by clarifying the tax payers,
unifying the import tax system, formulating preferential tax policies, improving the import tax col-
lection and management system of cross-border e-commerce, and establishing the whole-process
import supervision system. In the future, based on international experience and local practice, we
should create a law-based and fair tax environment for the high-quality development of cross-bor-
der e-commerce.
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