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Abstract

With the rapid advancement of internet technologies and strong governmental support, live-
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streaming e-commerce has emerged as a significant driver of digital economic growth. However,
while its collaborative mechanisms enhance industrial efficiency, they also expose issues, such as
information monopolies, labor alienation, and intensified exploitation. This study, grounded in Marx’s
theory of the division of labor, delves into the collaborative dynamics among platforms, streamers,
suppliers, logistics providers, and consumers within the live-streaming e-commerce industry. A sys-
tematic analysis of these interrelations reveals that platforms’ monopolization of date and algo-
rithms undermines the bargaining power of streamers and suppliers. Consumers’ interactive be-
haviors, although generating value for platforms, often go unrewarded, and the creative labor of
workers is reduced to mere data metrics, leading to significant content homogenization. These phe-
nomena reflect the capitalist division of labor’s shortcoming critiqued by Marx in “Capital”, now
manifesting within the digital economy. To address these challenges, the study progresses pathways
for optimizing collaborative mechanisms and the strengthening or rights protections for streamers
and suppliers. This research not only extends the application of Marx’s division of labor theory into
the digital economic sphere but also offers theoretical support for the high-quality development of
live-streaming e-commerce.
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