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Abstract

The global expansion of the digital economy is profoundly reshaping the technological foundation
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and institutional framework of international trade. Research indicates that digital technologies
such as artificial intelligence and block chain have significantly enhanced trade efficiency and acti-
vated new business models by reducing transaction costs, optimizing supply chain management,
and expanding market boundaries. Meanwhile, the value created by cross-border data flows now
accounts for 52% of global service trade, but the digital divide and sovereignty conflicts it triggers
are becoming increasingly prominent. Currently, digital trade barriers are characterized by their
covert nature, such as data localization policies and digital tax disputes, leading to the fragmenta-
tion of global rules. To address these challenges, a collaborative innovation path of “technology-
institution-governance” needs to be constructed, including promoting the interconnection of new
infrastructure, establishing a cross-border data classification and grading mechanism, and building
multilateral governance platforms (such as the DEPA framework), as well as balancing innovation
incentives and risk control through practices like “regulatory sandboxes”. Ultimately, achieving the
deep integration of the digital economy and international trade requires seeking a dynamic balance
between efficiency improvement and fairness protection to shape a more inclusive global trade or-
der.
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