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Abstract

Driven by the rural revitalization strategy, rural e-commerce has become a new driving force for
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the economic development of Youyang County, but its sustainable development is facing the bottle-
neck of insufficient rule of law. Based on field research and case analysis, this article reveals the
three major legal dilemmas of rural e-commerce in Youyang: difficulty in determining the validity
of contracts (transactions rely on oral agreements), weak consumer rights relief (low success rate
of rights protection) and high data security risk (personal information leakage). The study found
that the root cause of the above problems lies in the disconnection between legal rules and local
society, the structural lack of law enforcement resources, and the weak awareness of the rule of law.
In this regard, this article innovatively puts forward the theoretical framework of “embedded rule
of law”, and advocates the organic coordination of national law and civil law through rule embed-
ding (integrating village rules and civil contracts), organizational embedding (setting up village-
level legal service stations) and cultural embedding (local popularizing the law). The specific coun-
termeasures are to improve the rule system, innovate the law enforcement and judicial mechanism
and improve the supply of legal services. This study not only provides a practical path for the rule
of law of rural e-commerce in the western mountainous areas, but also contributes a theoretical
perspective to the innovation of grass-roots governance under the rural revitalization strategy.
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