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Abstract

In the era of the digital economy, the dual risks of consumer data privacy infringement and market
structural imbalances caused by e-commerce platforms’ data monopolies and algorithmic power
expansion have become increasingly prominent. This study adopts the perspective of China’s Anti-
Monopoly Law to explore the inherent conflicts and equilibrium pathways between data privacy
protection and consumer rights in e-commerce. Key findings reveal: 1) Multidimensional conflicts
arise from the failure of the “informed consent” principle in platform economies, contradictions be-
tween data element marketization demands and privacy protection costs, and algorithm-driven pri-
vacy leakage risks, spanning legal, economic, and technological domains; 2) Traditional private law
empowerment and public law regulation exhibit limitations in rectifying “data power” oppression
under monopolistic market structures, necessitating antitrust intervention through market power
regulation. By analyzing divergent regulatory approaches under the EU GDPR and U.S. CCPA, and
addressing China’s need for coordinated implementation of the Anti-Monopoly Law and Personal
Information Protection Law, this research proposes a tripartite balance mechanism integrating
“structural correction-behavioral regulation-technological synergy”. Specific strategies include pri-
vacy competition assessments in data-driven merger reviews, categorized regulation of market
dominance abuses (exploitative vs. exclusionary practices), and privacy protection empowerment
through federated learning and blockchain technologies to reconstruct platform accountability and
consumer choice safeguards. The conclusions demonstrate that antitrust law can systematically en-
hance e-commerce privacy protection by dismantling data monopolies, and optimizing non-price
competition quality dimensions, thereby providing theoretically innovative and practically viable
solutions for digital economy governance.
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!Bundeskartellamt. Case KVR 69/19-Facebook, Decision of 15 August 2019.
2Federal Trade Commission. FTC v. Facebook, Inc., No. 1:19-cv-02180 (D.D.C. 2020).
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