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Abstract

Digital trade has emerged as a critical engine of economic growth in the era of globalization and has
increasingly attracted scholarly attention. To capture the current research landscape and identify
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emerging trends, this study employs CiteSpace to conduct a bibliometric and visual analysis of
CSSCI-indexed literature from the CNKI database, covering publications up to December 31, 2024.
The analysis indicates a steady rise in digital trade research since 2019, with academic institutions
and policy think tanks serving as the primary contributors. Nevertheless, scholarly output remains
highly fragmented, and collaboration networks across authors and institutions are relatively un-
derdeveloped. The predominant research themes include the digital economy, technological inno-
vation, and the restructuring of trade rules. Based on these findings, the study recommends that
future research prioritize the development and harmonization of international digital trade regu-
lations, the advancement and application of core digital technologies, and the establishment of
cross-regional collaborative frameworks. These directions are expected to offer both theoretical
enrichment and practical guidance for the sustainable evolution of digital trade.
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Figure 1. Number of publications on digital trade research
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Figure 2. Institutional co-occurrence map of digital trade research
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Table 1. Top 10 institutions by number of publications on digital trade research
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Figure 3. Author co-occurrence map of digital trade research
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence map of digital trade research
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Figure 5. Keyword clustering map of digital trade research
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