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Abstract
In the wave of the digital economy, algorithms are widely used in online marketing. However,
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algorithmic discrimination issues such as “big data price discrimination” and “paid placement” have
emerged one after another, severely impacting the fair competition order and harming consumers’
rights and interests. This study integrates the theoretical methods of law and online marketing to
deeply analyze algorithmic discrimination. It deconstructs its concept from technical and legal per-
spectives, reveals the dual dimensions of algorithmic bias and algorithmic inequality and their dif-
ferent regulatory logics. Taking “big data price discrimination” and “paid placement” as typical sce-
narios, it analyzes their legal nature and competitive harms. In response to the dilemmas in the
current legal regulation regarding concept boundaries, normative supply, and judicial practice, a
hierarchical regulatory system covering ex-ante prevention, in-process intervention, and ex-post
relief is constructed. The research aims to provide a feasible legal path for regulating algorithmic
discrimination behaviors, promote fair competition in the digital economy, and simultaneously
look ahead to future developments in the legalization of algorithmic ethics, interdisciplinary re-
search, and international rule-making.
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