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Abstract

“Mediatization” has emerged as a focal point in contemporary academic research and represents an
evolving environmental context. Platforms, too, are deeply shaped by the logic of mediatization. As an
innovative case in the idle economy, the Xianyu platform has actively strengthened its community at-
tributes and embraced the process of mediatization. Through participatory observation of the Xianyu
platform, this study reveals that it enhances user engagement and product transaction rates via com-
munity-oriented operations, packages and sells user attention to advertisers to diversify revenue
streams, and encourages personal narratives to generate cross-media dissemination effects. These
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strategies add emotional value to the Xianyu brand and build competitive barriers. Xianyu’s com-
munity-driven breakthrough provides a replicable model for the development of the idle economy.
However, how to replicate Xianyu’s success without significant capital advantages remains an ur-
gent issue to be addressed in the future.
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