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Abstract

Since China’s first network virtual property case in 2003, academic debates have persisted regard-
ing theories such as the real right theory, creditor’s right theory, and intellectual property theory
for network virtual property. Although the real right theory has minor flaws, it is the most persua-
sive and protective, making real right protection the most conducive to the current reality of the
online society. Therefore, based on the uncertain extension of network virtual property, continuous
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disputes over its attributes, and the necessity of clear protection, this paper expounds that the main
challenges in defining network virtual property as real rights lie in its inconsistency with the basic
characteristics of real rights, the unsuitability of its object for real rights, and obstacles in the prin-
ciple of legality of real rights and the principle of public notification of real rights. The paper then
demonstrates the path of real right protection for network virtual property through four dimen-
sions: (1) at the characteristic level, network virtual property has dominion, exclusivity, and speci-
ficity; (2) at the object level, the interpretation of “things” should be expanded; (3) at the institu-
tional level, network virtual property should be positioned as the transfer of ownership rights by
network service providers, who then transform into regulators; and (4) at the public notification
level, network virtual property can innovatively combine the registration system for real estate and
the public notification methods for movables.
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