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Abstract

While minimum price agreements between e-commerce live streamers and suppliers may appear to
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secure the greatest price benefits for consumers, they actually have negative effects—such as dis-
torting market pricing mechanisms, undermining trust in e-commerce markets, and squeezing sup-
ply chain profits—which harm the sustainable development of the digital economy. More critically,
by leveraging these agreements, live streamers seize pricing control over goods, artificially setting
price floors that weaken potential competitors’ pricing advantages, resulting in clear anti-competi-
tive effects. In practice, antitrust authorities across jurisdictions generally assess the competitive
concerns raised by such clauses under the framework of monopoly agreements, analyzing their col-
lusive effects. But due to the duality of the e-commerce anchor’s identity, there are vertical and hor-
izontal contradictions in the characterization of monopoly agreements. In practice, the vertical and
horizontal nature of a monopoly agreement should be accurately judged by focusing on whether
there is a “competitive relationship” between the two parties and the extent of the competitive harm
caused by the minimum offer agreement. In the abuse of market dominance system to analyse the
exclusionary effect produced by the minimum offer agreement of e-commerce live, due to the highly
dynamic nature of platform economies and their competition characteristics which lack capacity
constraints, traditional regulatory criteria become unenforceable, and governance methods prove
difficult to implement. Therefore, in terms of specific determination criteria, it is necessary to com-
bine the typical characteristics of the Internet economy, separately define the relevant market
around the head anchor live broadcasting room, and refine the determination criteria for determin-
ing the dominant market position of the e-commerce operator.
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