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Abstract

Based on the data of A-share listed companies in China from 2010 to 2022, using the artificial
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intelligence innovation and development pilot zone as a quasi natural experiment, this study exam-
ines the impact of the establishment of the pilot zone on the ESG performance of enterprises from
the perspective of digital-intelligence integration. Research has found that the establishment of ex-
perimental zones has improved the ESG performance of enterprises, with significant improvements
in corporate environment and governance performance, but no significant impact on social perfor-
mance; The level of digitalization, intelligence, and integration of digital and intelligence in enter-
prises will positively regulate the impact of the experimental zone on the ESG performance of en-
terprises; The policy has significantly improved the ESG performance of non-state-owned, smaller
scale, more government subsidies, better digital ecological environment, and high-tech and non-
heavily polluting enterprises.
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1. 5|

2020 4 0P PR B A B R & B R 2030 SERTRRANE, 2060 FERIARAFR” () HAR, X5
AT B2 32 SO B 2K 1) AR S —— s i & R AR . A A G B R AR BN, 2
R H bR S e R R R R ORRE AR,  THAR AL YISL B AT B MRS ST S TE, RE S
HMAME ESG KM . ESG KIEFL SN EIFMCHRFLALE A FIHT BRI AU — 53 7, M B4l
AP IR THEN I IBEORBE J[1], W4Tk ESG R ILIZEMW oy E B . ST, AULERH
— AN LR RN & e X B WA it B AR SEES, T X0 22 Bt v N T e e DX SUBOR
XAk ESG R I 6

SRER, NTHRE X BURRS A ZFE A LT AR ESG KM . ACHAbroTmEiA: FIFHANTE
RERES X R IX — UK, BN TR R BEBGEX T4 ESG RILKIF M, JFRIIAEE, AnliGHE
RIS X BTG BE T, A2 MR ARA B E R ETH: NG A BRI, N L RRBURNY
1k ESG RILHIFET 32 BV E 74 . B Refl DL R Bl G /KPR IE R T s AAVZ T A7 =T
SNERIR R R T 22 T N T8 BER 56 X xF Mk ESG R LI A2 T 5 R RN« L EWFFE A B RN T
BRI X B AOR, BRI S AR LR AR, RN 1 T Al ESG R ILFETH i I8 E 0] 3, k4
fl K AR .

2. XHkéEk

MARME N R, 2 RIS R 5% 0 B R 1) B St SRR 2 Ik ) ESG R IR . £
REPARECERNE ST, BARASR. RO B UL GEBUR AN Ak ESC RILAAT B F 1M
YEFI[2]-[4], 10 HLAZ I AR BERUS R I A [5] A R S AR ISR R R G R, el
HET 5 THEEA KA ESG RIAIVLK, MMHET 4k ESG RIL[6]. R 24w ¥E BRAZ O i 57 Al e
B HIBNRRE TEL7] R TIRIPARUKT[8] i R S A AN PI[9]5 = B St st R bR
X i B ) S BCURESCR [10]45 SAT DR s ] BE[ 1 1] 5% v B STARE BRI BE M 22 0, Ko Pl 2 w1 B s (19 22 57
BETT SN Ak ESG R .
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ML ANET . Al ESG RIS rf S 75 PR G IBUR IIBUR I B2 25 DA G . DAt fk[12].
BHEBOE Gk 18] 5 AR AT BUR, L BB SOOI B MR 55 . A SR S 55
HEE, AR AL R 7 BURF IS PR AR A E AR [14], AP AR - SR A G 7 R A 2 )37 25 7 SR I HE VR V5 [ 15]
[16], AT 235 BB Al ESG R 107 BUR I BUR RIG[17] 5 BUR FMMUI[18], S A b fih 5 £ R 55 7
R AML ESG RISETFHEE[19], HIRETHHI ) FE RIFEERZI fEma ik ESG R IL[20]. PHZLBURT (L3
faal ATEC BRI SR . ANBHBUR S, Rk AR R CARBE” B3 H & ESG RILI [,
PR T Ak ESG R ILFEF 1) E ZEIRE) 77 .

HATA Al ESG RIFEMF R 7L, 2 WA N ERHRER . & H S S VRG] 55 5 TH 1%
W, TN TR RS X WAL BUR AR 7, ACH S &Rl =i E . A 21 7L, =
N LR REBUR AR A s i . ESG I DA S H 2 ma pLi| i 7t . B B&, N T B8 78 K 2 DL L
LML R IR o SE R [22], FFEEFRTES Bh 11, sl EE T, % AN TR ARG X 54k ESG #
L5 M0 R0 PR A AT 9T

3. ERoth S’k

2019 FER EHH B H RN T RIREX, WRIGX N REdE . N TSR ARREMZNAH,
B A BT AU A Br Ak ESG s BE AT . FEAER, fHA3 Ak ESG F I B 1 L [23].
B A e DX B 0] X3 A Ak ESG RS R AR ST HR iy, a6 X A B Ny B & ESG R H[24].
il N TR R KT B3 vl LA R P S M B T L AR E KSR S5 2 R Jg s 55—y i thmT
PUIE B RN A R 55 BUNAR B, K57 30 ) BARIR RS S84k, AT AT R 250 5% AR R S5 A 7 o
FEIX TR A b At 25 J2 T R BLiE REE A [25] [26], DR BOR AT 5 A A EE . 42 R1 2 7 yA BER B 52
AREAPE Sk . HRObEE A St 1

B 1. N TR RERIG X BB AT LLIR TR ESG MAKRIL, (HAFAEE, H4. ARNAR =2
(R AE — E 22 7 o

KEGF AR EAFE L T ST 0% BEIRE I [271MEk tlEiRe 11[28]%%, RNk E
17 ESG TfLA0iE T a2k, i, AN TR ARMANIRE, —Jrmies 7 &I R EdE o Hrig
Fxtlk ESG RIVPAL FUERAIE, BT RPN ESG IS X . N L& A6 X i W B SR A b 7
e sat LERE BT + MR TR R, BB SR BE R A S sk AL i B T
G, QKRR SEUERAES, TR A M, TalRs R, kAl ESG RILMIRTH[29].
P A I AR 22

Bt 2: N TR AR IS X BUR S 4 s L BO8 G KF, ki LB ESG RILAIE— 18Tt
4. MR
41. TERE
411 WRBTE

U ESG VRN B A IR, Wind 52184, R IAEREZMEE, ASUEE 2 B O AT,
KHAEIE ESG WFRFRHUT S Al ESG RIN, Rl FHAEIUE 28 — R FEFa /E O HT 4 ESG FR B AT AL HE [B]
VS DASHE IR A 1) 52 2 1 o AR TR BN IR S L A A FVR B = AR A AP RIR R, PP B DL 0~100
ST UG, B ESG H¥ulli, ok ESG RIS, Kz Mz,

412 MRETE
B T — AR LR Re QB R R 56 X 11 3L (did): ARYE e N RSEFIE R BRI 5, BB AR
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RIFUEEAE, A FTESR T M8 T AN TR RN 1, FA 0,

4.13. TR
SEAFHORHIETT, ASCR AR AR T 0] A (Size); TEARLE M (Lev)s BLARKF(Cfo); 1k
HFIEE 1 (Roa); T A% 4L (Cir); B BUEE A B (Shrer) ;s A7 # 5 A\ $(InDirector); &2 75 4 B4 4)lk(Govcon)

4.1.4. HIHIZEE

S IMEIG X A A R BT T [30], ¥ i A ml AR s R WEAUA 5 BT R S
BRI, 7 AGETt PSS, N 1 SO EL, B AR B Ak i B T K (digital) R BEAL K P
(intelligence).

WS R [3L W T, 1% ARG WA B AL TH S AV O R 5 52 o O R KT 2 1 2
AR SR R RS W RIE SRR, MRS PR, 3 W b 5 8 sefb 2 1] HIAH
KALEOBR, RARBRIM R .

c_ JJdigital x intelligence O
~ (digital + intelligence ) /2

T = adigital + gintelligence 2
Integration = /CxT 3)

Hrha=p5=05 CERMEE, TEREGEATEE, integration XS MME, B integration {43
T AN R A K

ASCAEFH SA T E(SA_index) i & Ak R Akt £ K F,  BARME % Hadlock J C FIAHDCHF ST, @il 4
Ml P AR 5 A AR RS AT T H B [32], e DN B H A b B 24 SR ) 4 %o B SA_index, F A SA_index K,
FEI AV [ i 5% 29 SRR/

4.15. BEFKE

ARSI 7 2010~2022 A rfE B TA OB, JEXIREACEET T AN N ORE AL (1) ARk T4
ARE . PRIGZE. ST ZERIXST 2. fA/EE KBEEM BT AR (2) HIBRBGESLES [ mBR AN PhFH 557K
HE=AMRIRX (2021 4 11 A)WMI LT AR . &3 LR sE, 23R 15,037 A LT A Al 4E B 1E .

4.2. {RENSE
AR SCAE U 22 933075 S8 N T ek 6 X Bt i lk ESG RIS, F A BERE QR -
ESG;, = a + pdid, +Ctrls, + p, + 7, + &, (4)

Hep, FAR S § t BRIk RITAEEY . BRRAC R ESGy Ron BT A i AR t FETKT
didi AT j 7E t FR R T EHZH RN TR RECIHT ARl ie X i AR &, Uy 1 Ros2, BUE N
0 FLIR T o Crlsie 7R Al REFZ M AL ESG RILMT— RFIEHI AL R, pi Syl [ 58 ROBE, 7 Ay IR 832 1) M
eije NBEHLIRBNI . BRGSO 2 T PR AE R BEAT SISO RUE 0 R ek 1
N e QT R R 56 XS L BUR A Al ESG B S AL R AL o

5. SCERESERIHh
5.1. EYVAGRIHT

F L EAgE R ER, N TR RIRE X BAr stk ESG FRIFE 1) REIILE 1% H)/KF ERFEAIE,
FESE— D INNIE RIS R . AR E RO B0 [ RO e, N D e il X B S0 il ESG R
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AREKIRAE 5% /KT B8 ZE NI, BN TR RERE X AR BE W i 2 52 v Ik ¥ ESG R I

Table 1. Benchmark regression results
< 1. ERiEAER

ESG
E3 AN A R ] 52 ANz il 4 A AW E T AR AR 2 ROw
S ANASELGH Y AR [8] 5 248 BRNE 5 i) AR
1.1925"" 0.4326™ 0.5202" 0.9193™
did
(0.1957) (0.1714) (0.2436) (0.2390)
1.1958™ 0.6048™" 0.9326™"
Size
(0.0657) (0.1038) (0.1103)
—5.3802"" —3.5829™" —3.8095™
Lev
(0.4305) (0.5578) (0.5644)
2.1356™ —-0.4653 -0.3178
Cfo
(0.9034) (0.6564) (0.6166)
3.6144™ 0.8870" 0.7954™
Roa
(1.2498) (0.4516) (0.3953)
—0.0722™" —0.0249™ -0.0218™
Cir
(0.0228) (0.0098) (0.0087)
-0.0019 0.0128 0.0035
Shrer
(0.0057) (0.0079) (0.0076)
0.2817" 0.3619™" 0.2562™"
InDirectorNum
(0.1553) (0.1176) (0.1177)
0.3880" 0.0676 0.0140
Govcon
(0.1974) (0.3115) (0.3172)
72.8203™" 47.3307" 59.2931™" 52.6804™"
Constant
(0.1663) (1.3445) (2.2616) (2.3879)
AR [i] 58 RRRE gh 4 E =
A7 ] 2 RN 7 75 5 =
Observations 15,037 15,037 15,037 15,037
R2 0.0041 0.1288 0.5304 0.5358

e 5 W VRRAES T Z T AR R "L T T RRIRAE 1%, 5% 10%FIKF R, PR RAR

5.2. MR, 5. ARRERMNEE

1 2 HXEAE ESG REU R IRHEE RPN, AN LR B R X ARx ik E. G A, AR
FIENH R OV IE, xR S (&) HA R . B, ANTEBERKRX RS, Ml E SRS
HESDE QTS A B R R AR Rt S e Y, RN o 20 W]V BB S A, Al ok
b BRI BT A0 AR ] BRI AR R BRI, R R AL AE IR T A A IR BRI
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M Tt o Al N TR RERLFH KT 3R T+ 2 R 5T SN 70 B S5 1 2 1), 98 K% 3 AR SR . AR IX ok
Gl RI R T HAL S A RN, IEARBORANR, WXEAEREN 5] A BRI 32 a8, B DL X
SRARAE AT R AL AL 2R ILAIIRT T

Table 2. Benchmark regression results to E, S, G

52 JE. S, GHIEALEIILLR

3 E S G
) 1.2689™ —0.4972 0.6600™
did (0.4856) (0.4328) (0.2638)
AN [ E RONE & & 3
SR I R RONE & & 3
Pt A & & 3
Observations 15,037 15,037 15,037
R? 0.5677 0.5432 0.4699

53 REMEVERSHN

5.3.1. FiTHEHRIE

AT RSB IR F 2 B ST AT 7 ] 1 BoR B A TE R EE N T REARIE X L 2 AN B3,
SPAT R AR A AR o R T84 8 X Bt £l ESG 2 I A 280N Ak T R BUSR SE i 445 FF 4Ny
1E, BN TR RER S X R Xt ik ESG R BLE A AR .
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Figure 1. Parallel trend test
B 1 RTEBeN

5.3.2. REGIRIE

N T RN T e a6 X B Al ESG FILA LM A2 75 2 fh S A BE LR AT 51, 33k SR 22 R
FIRGI R0 P 2 FrmE R 2% 1 s il A g A0 A ] 2 25k 75 o) 2 i A N T8 BBk X [ ) R 4
B @ MR LRI, BN “08 7 N TR BRI X REUE A fEZAEMIT, WAL m
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TGRS, N TR ARG X B RN 2

4.0+

3.01

0.0

-0.50 -0.30 -0.10

Figure 2. Placebo test
B 2. RZEGGIE

5.3.3. AEMRE

T T T T
0.10 0.30 0.50 0.70 0.9
Estimator

HWDXKT e 2 B T B X 22 57 AR R OKT s A T RIS PERGZER, R py - M X B[] AT
A IFAE 4l ESG RIA EHFLMIIEIE, BA G AL, HEittiyiE light x post (52 3feiif Jy T
HAzE, A post WA TR AR X BOLATE AL E . TRARRIHMERWE 3 hiR, 6
Bt THAZE light x post ZEi % v1E, H FECKTImAE 10, 158 B did i = 80ARER 2 0O0IE, Ui

Bl 7 N LR Reule X AL 2 B3 je M4l ESG R INX — 45 iR R

Table 3. Endogeneity test result
3 AEMKRELER

_ HHrE EME
AR -
did ESG
0.0225™
Light x post
(0.002 9)
1.0949™
did
(0.3297)
AR [8] 58 248 = =
SR [ 58 RUSL 2 &
325 i) A = =
Observations 15,037 15,037
R?2 0.7998 0.0400

5.3.4. Rtz

(1) B ik ESG MM T B b A 8, B iR A&, BEAT KB,
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(2) Mt AN AT AT T 38T ] 58 R 55 I 1R 54 0 52 3fe 0 LA 425 1) 4%l i (RIS TRL 35 22 575 (3)
M50 164 45 23 DT PR « SR A6 P A6 e 57 DT RC 77 92 T A AR A AR 8 95 22 PRS2 o LA ) AR A 9 DL R 3K
TR AR 1:1 3 ARV 7 i 0 10 Y 5 A P2 390 T R AE e AR UL IR LR AT BT Al 115 (4) HERR
HRBERT: HbR G < vim b E” B, FREREZA, KEFEES B X, B A
SR A ST JE AR AR B SN IR T . R 4 PR ESR, U EZMIRRE RE
OB AT R I R EIIAE 1% R ENIE, ESE T AE R I AR .

Table 4. Robustness test results
=4 REMRIESER

ESG_mean ESG_median ESG ESG ESG
3 B R EN BRI ER BN B i 7553 L HEBRAH R BUR
ESG “F-¥%k ESG Hhi 2P T T T
did 0.1485™" 0.1334™" 1.0441* 0.9056™" 0.8083™*
i
(0.0315) (0.0336) (0.2210) (0.2486) (0.2702)
" 0.4948™
KEE
(0.1942)
. 0.0190
iy HH ]
(0.2276)
-0.1193
FRER
(0.2283)
A [i] 5 RRE e = = yis &
A7 ] 7 RN = = = = =
AR = = = = =
eI 3 3 == i 3
Observations 15,037 15,037 15,037 14,138 15,037
R2 0.6107 0.5790 0.5376 0.5392 0.5363
6. H—THH

6.1. HBIELE

6.1.1. HFH., EREUAHHK
g 5 TR, fEHIMA did x digital. did x intelligence FIAC I 5, AR AL EENIE, ¥
BT B SR R E T TN ARG X K Ak ESG R I RE BN o

6.1.2. BIEME BTN

I RS A P AR R S AL B i A integration, R PR BUR R4 B 0 R Dl AR A R AT
ARIMAEE, RAEE 5 FEIASEE, e TE /T ENIE, HHANTHEREX T LA T4
W ECE FE /K EE T, [FIE did x integration (22 IR KR A IE, MBS RIS E R T
T BERIE X0tk ESG E I A 3R R

6.1.3. RATTLREY P A YR
Rl BT 20 ROKTARER T Al M 4 Ji BE 75 AT AL 6 (1 MR BT SO, IR BN Z0 b A, SEmi il
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GUREEFK . % 5 ERER, AT X KB T lEE 200, RN TR AR X 135
SLIE I G fR A R L) HROR IR TE ML ESG R I . S SN BURF AN ) R BERF T A, BE— RS TR
ZIR 2 R R e T+l i) ESG R .

Table 5. Mechanism test result
5. MBI R

. ESG ESG integration ESG SA_index
7 \%
B AGTITTRR RRAG T T R RS H R AR ARAPN
did 0.4112 0.6366™ 0.0382""" 0.5805™ 0.0143™"
i
(0.3435) (0.2586) (0.0118) (0.2682) (0.0046)
—0.0587
digital
(0.0703)
0.3621"
did x digital
(0.1895)
0.2357"
intelligence
(0.1241)
0.3421™
did x intelligence
(0.1616)
0.5822™
integration
(0.2921)
1.1369"
did x integration
(0.5942)
AR IE 52 RS & 2 & & 2
03 [ 5 RO & 2 & & 2
P A & v 2 T v b
Observations 15,037 15,037 15,037 15,037 15,037
R? 0.5363 0.5368 0.5292 0.5368 0.6554

6.2. REMHIE

6.2.1. fMEFAFIERRRERE

6 PERER, AL X B AR EA 4k ESG RILFLMIE %, X [HA M ESG KIL
ISR TR AN T 25 o AF [ A Ak i 9 T 7 56 4 SR, DR RE s 3T 1 B 5 ESG 81K, ey H B384+ /0,
BETERAG 2 bl 5 E 50 .

6.2.2. fEAlHREYF RIS

PAAl B3 7 A O bR it AT R 2 o 38 6 PRl Es R, AN TR Re s X B B30T 17/
FEAL ) ESG RILFETH, AERS RO B Ak R RN, 5 VR P FAR. Al ESG RILTH
HCPART R AL, PRI VAE ESG KRB EAIA RT3 18], BEM AT A3 7 &1 — &

Z5t
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Table 6. Heterogeneity testing at the internal level of enterprises
7 6. A AFRHEXIFRMERE

ESG
3
A Al JEEA ik RIS NS AL

_ 0.4724 1.0077"" 0.6883" 0.9427™

e (0.5392) (0.2664) (0.3022) (0.3558)
AR [ 7 RS & & & &
3 [ 5 RO & & & &
P AR R & & & &

Observations 1634 10,037 7476 7456
R? 0.6209 0.5504 0.5775 0.5485

6.2.3. BIFF#PILEYR RIS

FE 8 AV FRAF BURF AN 480 1) AL BOAT R 20, 8 BURF AN 2 B AL B 28, 5 R
Mk ESG F I, £ 7 [l A 45 B rb m BURF AU AV ) Z 500 v T AU AMIE A, 16 B SR A5 EURF AP LG BE
E A, H ESG RIMSE TR E N R,
6.2.4. MFEBKFEHRFRERLE

R AL HOR AR EE 73 5 BT HOR BE R TRESEI = A3, 38 7 o A2 R B oR, B Bk P &
R X A A AE N T BB X B2 f5 ESG R F 1T, B AESACHIRA AL A B 2%

Table 7. Heterogeneity testing at the external level of enterprises
= 7. EASMRIEX IR RMERLE

ESG
i IR sy AT SR AT
_ 0.8970™" 1.0526™" 0.9703™" 1.3824™ 0.2970
i (0.2763) (0.3200) (0.2708) (0.5153) (0.6477)
AR 8] 58 R 2 2 2 & 2
SR I R RONE & & & 3 3
A & 2 2 2 & 2
Observations 7417 7400 7534 4113 3385
R? 0.5764 0.5560 0.5350 0.5577 0.5154

6.2.5. Ml FrBIT % RAF RIS

RAE BT ARAT ARG  UEMRS T 2h5itE, FIW a2 oy mBH A, R NES
Jedirll o 72 8 R ENELE R IR, ERHE A BT 5 YL ESG RS2 N T34 A8 IBUR IR0 30 3%
N T AR X (e 5 i BH AL AT R T 3 2 FIIFECE, 13 B T4k ESG RILAIFETH; [FIIf Ei5 4
Aol R Al 5 BN T R X B X £l ESG BRI HEANE 3 .
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Table 8. Heterogeneity test of industry nature of enterprises
7 8. AR T R R R

ESG
wH R A R A RSl SR
) 1.2914™ 0.5075™ 0.3833 0.6261™
did (0.4000) (0.2274) (0.3346) (0.2496)
A 5 B B 2 B
4 5 B £ 2 £
Pl gt £ £ 2 £
Observations 6421 8601 3872 11,155
R2 0.5401 0.5557 0.5554 0.5475

7. FREBUEREWN

WFE RN T8 RS0 X L BB 3R TH 7 A ESG RN, FAEE 520 &) 6 H R I 52 B3 538 1F 1) 5%
Wi, (EAE S RPN S, BT tb. B AL ATECR Bl & /KXt ESG #8532 A\ T8 RE R L X 57 1)
A TER: N TR X B AR FAEE A . MU/ SRBUFAMIBTE 2 | B AR SR BT AL
R LA R B 5 i) 4ol ESG RIEF

BT UL EZRAIRE U —, gkeky RA TR X R SEE, 7m0 KN TR R
WX E A B REIECE R A R IS SUER =, EEEMIEREE., ARNAERIIEA N
[FIIF, SCTEA & RIUBETHS R I R, R “Eat” PL%, RNt 4ol 7 TAGE S5HF tE oty
MMZERAIZEZ, 5154 ESG RILEMAHAE; —, BT YR AR, Hiddil ESG RILKI K&
R, RN T RERI XA SBUR 7 2 AR (keSO N T8 B8 03T & 8 5 T Je 47 Je ik
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