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Abstract

With the rapid development of the digital economy and the continuous improvement of information
infrastructure in rural areas, e-commerce is accelerating its penetration into rural regions and has
profoundly influenced the consumption patterns of rural residents. Based on policy background
and current realities, this paper systematically reviews the development of e-commerce in China,
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particularly in rural areas, and explores the pathways through which e-commerce affects rural con-
sumer behavior using relevant theoretical perspectives. The analysis reveals that e-commerce can
optimize transaction mechanisms, guide consumption behavior, and expand income sources, but its
effectiveness is partially constrained by differences in users’ digital capabilities. E-commerce is in-
fluencing rural consumption behavior through multiple pathways, facilitating a transformation from
easier access to goods, to stronger consumption willingness, and ultimately to deeper engagement
in the digital economy. It has become an important force in unlocking rural consumption potential,
revitalizing rural economies, and promoting integrated urban-rural development.
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