E-Commerce Letters LT 551¥i, 2025, 14(8), 478-491 Hans X
Published Online August 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544

B B XA 3 F 205 & RIE RSB RL #

—ETRE274 1 REMBEREB AR

i

& M
[EEBY TN ot e A W N 2D

ks H B 202546 H30H; FHHEM: 20254 7H14H; KA HM: 20258 H6H

=

BWOLH R X EH AR T IR BRI 284, 4SO 2011~20224F R E 274N M0 T TR AR 20348 »
FHAZHREZPEATRE B RRB X BB PR BATRENE, KIERX RO EERTT
BB FETTREAKTE. PUBRREH, BRHXEDESREQFAFRA . #a3EmA SRR
HrPER=FBAERIEEA. W, RRERERRE, BRXBOONARMX. TBZ R
W EFRBAKFREEH RS R RICHIEREARE. AXHHTNEEB R XBORRH. £
MEZE AR REBUR ARTHE T FF S5 R BT R T EIRKRSE .

KT
HR XL, BFEHKTE, WEZNE

Research on the Driving Effect of Free Trade
Zone Establishment on Urban Digital
Economy Development

—A Quasi-Natural Experiment Based on Panel Data from 274
Prefecture-Level Cities in China

Ying Zhang

School of Economics, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing Jiangsu

Received: Jun. 30", 2025; accepted: Jul. 14t, 2025; published: Aug. 6%, 2025

Abstract

The establishment of Free Trade Zones (FTZs) is a crucial strategic initiative for advancing reform and
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opening-up in the new era. This study employs panel data from 274 prefecture-level cities in China,
spanning 2011 to 2022, and utilizes a multi-period Difference-in-Differences (DID) approach to analyze
the impact of FTZ establishment on the development level of the digital economy. The findings reveal
that the establishment of FTZ significantly enhances urban digital economic development. Mechanism
analysis demonstrates that FTZs drive this progress through three pathways: fostering innovation, op-
timizing the business environment, and facilitating digital industry clustering. Furthermore, heteroge-
neity tests indicate that FTZs exert a more pronounced promotional effect on digital economic develop-
ment in inland regions, cities with higher administrative levels, and cities with more advanced economic
development. This research provides academic evidence for refining FTZ policy design and implement-
ing differentiated development strategies to elevate urban digital economic growth.

Keywords

Establishment of Free Trade Zone, Digital Economy Level, Difference-in-Differences Method

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 531§

AT, AR CAIABILIE A OO IR P S B BLSG. AL e XHUEEAER
FH— B B EORIEER B LU S U, B 285 RENS SR 1% 40 3R IXEh R SR Q0 4 e o i
M2y, SRR ERGEGARR . BRI HE IO S 5. LAk, RERTEGF MBS,
WU BT AP AR, S = e adR i A (et SR B BT A SRR LR &
FE” SRR AT A BRI BEHESI B T R 5 R Tl & . AR T LSRN, 4 BREOR &
B L IR RE, MRS R R AR RTTE PR e 4 T Mg 256 . SR, RIERCT bR R
Dyl — 2Bk, HR IR FE 2 RAFR TR T ML AN SRR SR I (R R, HM X 2 [R50 22 B R e A1
7. ol T B A2 5 5% Y ) AR AR AR

R ETN, BHRHSRBX LT R 8 SIX 7 WEE FR ST E 2R, R E R
B E SR E B R S 5E S PSS AR EEE A . AR XGEE “ R0 REMEIERRRRE
Th, SEHt AT RO B, HERES B A BT E dfl, RS RS R L R TR
et M SR FEAN X I W A e g 3 A 1t DX P bR B AN 2 BRI, JF HAE NA 513t . BORZSHAEJ5 1
KA, HESHIRE X AT S S5 s R A . 84 B 5 X RE S IR RESN 7 407 50 R /KT 4
THUE? HAFENLEI A A7 AFHX 2 18] 52 2R R0 SO AR R BRE? 456 B 7 M 5 Sib AR 56 9] 2%
BRI, ke B R IXBCR RN T, B T R R R B R .

AT RE R PR TR EEAE LU LA 25—, RS I T, K B R X BORMEC T a5t K R
NG W FRESE, R 2 WIE 22 /08, S4B 57 X0 B 22 5 JRe PR LA 0 S AR FHBIL A
PN H A X BRI T R ALY F o, RS A XIIRTRAE, XA B ) e
. Pt RIEKT, BB R E 25 K AT RR B, IRTHR ey 25 K /KT 3
SRR R L

2. KRV
5 AR S AR (SO T WIS, AR [ SR X BUR S R IT T 2B, XA

DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544 479 CIREE RN


https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

NI BIH b, AL O IIRELE T HESN B2 55 . $58E A tiAb 5 &Rl S5 JT UL 1] [2]. EWZE T, B2 5
BT H R X GHEK[3] [4]. A BBt in L 51 5 BE 22 AR AR i 5] [6]. B B2 XIEE L tb 2R i
HRERTHX TG IE[7] [8], JF HM I/, M “ UL [9]. AR, B 5 XX
N Z5H T4 5 0 PR B AR A A F 4% 52 9T [10] [11], 34038 3ok bl 35 B 397 o 3 v i R 25 b 55 s 338 1 3 M
o, SR AAL[12]; ERMERRANEA S WHRESNE, SRTHRTTAER AR [13]. PR
1, IR AR X B BT R R 20 [14] 3Tl A= 7= 2. [15] [16]+ @3 =i s & 7
G17], I A S B B PR AV IE B KK [18] . R ST 38 7R T B X BUR B i 2 4 U mi o
BRI

T3 RRER TR 2 B R AT IO L T3 3B HL 2 Wi B8 3R AR STk o % B 7 22 B A R AT RO P
HETH ARG — g E X, A8 KRR o kBT A [19], KR2BHEEEETH SR
Tl MANTE A REE U bR, W T 2 T B A5 KR SR A TR AR 2R [20] [21]; T T4
PE P AR LS 2UBR ], S 2 T AE ST T D AT 5 LB I A e B 8y R <k P 7 T A S AR A
A[22][23], thAWFFUR AR E 8Tk e alE . BT 6 LAEee P AN s [24]. T2
DE R SR B R T7 T, 23 A 7] DX A« BURF SRR 7 AR SRON i BERA 58 A 45 4 T
ZAE[25] [26]. ENJIBEATTIH, MREMNANBEAR G S WRRMEERE ), Bz 8%
AREBE AR [20] [27]; EBURSCR IR, B %X ABUG RSN BAG WIRK T mE, 685 35
TG T 5 IR T A JR A M T 3 R SR AT ) AR o Bl B SRR HES I T B 2 R R N &
[28], MEREWEPRARTIIHE R AL 5 S A, IR GTIRE R . H] BB X B L PF A7 — € 1)
W2, e R HE A BRI SR AL B OC R 5 RR P AURS [29], BT HOR IR S £ A )
FEORIR . RAFI A B REW BRAR T IR 5 A, SEmmiiinsiss, WMol 2 MERMAF #EAR T A
TR

OB NS T B XX ISR, A T U5 M T A FF R bR R IR T
HoR A, M B 5 XTS5t e m i SO b, ER BRI ST, AE S
e 2011~2022 (6] 274 AL LA BT IR T AR, SR 2 IO ZE 0B, R SRR, o 3R
R ZNHEAE 21 ANE T L B SR XCBEAT 704 o 210025 5% E 51 DX S0k i K 42 5 R e /KT OS2 AL
il oM AR A R X8 B 2 B RN, AR BIE B 57 X R AN ML BRI B2 1 € 1R T 2t (1 2
%

3. BIRERMER O

R 3B AR SR TCFD dlaigs SC o, 1 SRR 6 X3 2o o] P2 L T oA DX A R A 2, BN B 2 v
JRE A SR I AT K b o ARSI B 51 DX LT AR H AR MR M3 17 40722 B A kP IR R 2R, A
WIERWEE . & BB 5 7 b AR TR AR = A T3 T B R AR I o

3.1 BREXEXHERES

{5 XCRIUZ D HERE ) 7 500, 2013 SEBRIEE AN H 5 5 1556 X —— Bl H 5 X IR o,
B THESIE RS B PR L TP e 500 R, [N ER R S R A s A T Brig 2 . 2015 4
4 F, BESEBRMERLR, RE. MEERX; 2017 43 H, #E—PHEC T, WL, . Wk,
HR WO BkiG 7 ASESX, B W + BT BREIAR, W ERL SO SR fEE B S
Ferp USRS AL B A BB . 5 X&) 2018 4R 2 2023 FHIe TN B, L “FRBL. B,
R ORI &R, B RIRRE T AT B QU A LTS 24 vk, RIEL

DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544 480 1T 5508


https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544

KA

BRI T 22 AN AR IX, TR FE P AL A S (RS S5, RON 2 R B i bR v 22 SR - st ]
JERTF BRI R 4

Wit X S IXBOR H AR EL T 4 i 42 E PR AR v 22 SO o 72 5 5 U, A0 HESh B 51 5 )
rmAl . EREM . SEIEEE, KRN E LR BORBEEMMIRS A 5, @ bR, (L
TROGWEN IR EHRRTTH, PR IRS], JCHAEER . RIS S RmU, Wa
EFRTIR A NGE, W B A BRI S 25w, 5IORE T2 5 m S s E 0O . AR
HRXRET RIS “ i —8” WREZMM X SR, ) E bR REIE Ky g4, BRI
TUA, $-THA SRR o BRI X P A%, [R5 B ARy ™ k. &2 B B IX
R HES TR AT S VAR R, T RECT B HARK R, SR s . B
XTEGNEE. Bk DL ME SRR B AT, 4 TR, EEABARN, TR
By 2t 5 LA THR LR 7R TGN .

3.2. g4

3.2.1. ¥EFEIFKFEH

H 5 X R AR T X A B AR S K. 3SR XVENFF LG5 ke, XN S
A ik, XA TFREZE IR SEAUINGE T A A RSN 5 RS, 1 HX R K I O ok 0
PERECES N, R LB T EA ST AL IR T i, AR X N L RS KR R
AN AR AZ O e S ). FR, ARX SR T XA aRERe 7, B R IX RS IR AR
gl ARk BT EE R AR R [16], AP EEAMLAE T 56 4 v vl LU AS BB T IR 52 77, RS HE U s Rl
FEERIE S, IR HAERI B IKEN NI m R R A R, MRS IR T B A KRR TR A, ARIX
NECFOIET R SRS T SR, A T St v N T I B AR AN S A, KA R R T E
P L R AR S 4 S e, R T BURF R AT, BRAR T AN N TTHEL6], AR KB BEA
R, B ESmN, HRER T XS KRR SR LR, M Her 25 KCr i
THE B OEEAE .

3.2.2 RAEF/IFRMMUL

51 X BEHES X P R R BE LA [30] 38 3ok St 67 T ¥ Pl P L MR VR TR B8 B 4 R B3, TR
ST EPRBEARN . Rk e MEsSEnE, EPRRAN S 55X RGeS B R IX AR I B4 Tt
HOHE U B R BB PR T S TS L S 55 BRI, RALX AE RS, HRX—E
FERE FATRE T B ifishBE 2, AORVIABERI A MRS, WESMAMEAER, hEARXEF AR
MR &okUE, 5 TRIEIRE, SR 7T XAMALERANR, S RCR MRS, Wi T i — A4k
B, BUF AT AE X A BSOS T RNV S 3E B3R R B AR 3, B b 5 i A0 5 e AR
PR R S B RIS R KIRIRTF . X e B LR BiE 7 IR RS RS, RS
WBERR T REBOR T3S 146, WHEF ITHIR BB E REZMVER, felipfli X AR rSir R BRMCR B %
Tt

3.2.3. B h%F R

H 5 X B ST RENS B )3 BT 7o b A 5 T S IR - 5 AP IR . — T, B R DGR 5] AR
BRI AMG 5 B S X B PR . B S IXIR S A B At N, R R Sl B R
IR R P T 2RI EBRAY; AN Alk 5 48 A Alb 2 [A1E AT o 8] 5 57 5 R R AR 52 SO R e
HE T B A E AR RANA K 5, TR A B 4% A 1B A AR ANES [5], AT T X Pyl

DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544 481 N e


https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.1482544

AR AEELRE S, oA R T 0308%, AR, B S X R BRI, ik
THEMBERCE, IR XNERTIT KEERZRE, AR T XN & S22 E A, o5y
MBI, B XA R SO, AR IXHES ORI 5 A A SRR R R
SAIX S« G o R, HERE R S AR DA IR 55 S B, AR AR T B &
DRI TTSAMEN T TRERN ST 5 JAs, A 1 80w b i 8IS, Ty M S, SR A il B A7
FEEG SO AR, XM RIE ARG R R 5, N E LT P AR BEE NG KEh 7
[31], AETLTERIESRBE 1. (AN, 7P LR REE IR 51 KB Z IR AR, (8 SRR
i, T T SEEII R, N AT R IR IR S A ORI, HES O AMEEE e R T, B0
oy astmm R K.

B LR, AR

Bt 1. B 5 XL BGR et 173 5T 5T

Bt 2: B 5 X BOR AT PSR HERE QIR KT 52 iy S8 R PO AN B 77805 7 ML SR A (2 ik i 4
FAVFREAKF BT
4. WERIR
4.1 WERENGE

kB 5 B B X BT BN X B 2858 A AT I RN, AR ST 4 & 2011~2022 S35 T 1]
B, SRR ZE Y (DID)BEAT A6 o IR, H T 3RIE B 5 X ECRR AL K AN F A
DX BRI (8] 2 A AR I [32], AESEPRR A, BRIBGRFEM A S AT 22 5 A EZ R RS, AP R VR 2 HoAh i
SE K1 LR ANf 58 (IS0 [A 3R 7 A2 ), R IR SE A 3R REAE A, AR S 2 S X [ 230 14 2 B9 0L B 22
TP RERLGR

Digtal, = o + fSTreat; x Post,+ X, + 1 + ¥, + &, (1)

o, i FRW, RORE, AR AR E Digital oI T A5 R EIKT, Treat; x Post, /&A% O fif
BATE, X AR EES, M w Ron MARBE RN, e NFLZEI.
42, TR SRR
421 WEREE

WRTECF AR BT o A SR (2020) MR FU[22], WREINER 1 R M3y 4 5 R KT I bn i
o IR RS R AT REAT I

Table 1. Index system of digital economy development level
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. fik Mgt

e X A B 4 R A BfY PR 2 e/ ME SN
T AT R IR Digital 3208 0.259 0.0844 0.0527 0.4881
BT R BRI InGDP 3208 16.7084 0.9113 14.8193 19.2312
Gk T FIN 3208 1.0735 0.6094 0.351 3.4796
FEN SR K STRU 3208 42.9762 9.8574 22.75 72.13
NIRRT human 3208 0.0208 0.0252 0.0013 0.1189
BUN T TR GOV 3208 0.1961 0.0873 0.079 0.5157
SRR AR R K InFDI 3208 10.0543 1.9082 4.8203 14.0266
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Table 3. Baseline regression results

3. FEREJFEER

Digital
(1) (2 3 ©)]
bID 0.0058"" 0.0699™ 0.0122" 0.0062™
(3.6502) (25.4828) (6.8087) (3.9269)
0.0116™" 0.1164™ —0.0040
InGDP
(5.0575) (36.0613) (—0.9574)
FIN 0.0083" 0.0350™" 0.0080™
(2.6670) (12.8265) (3.3892)
0.0029™ 0.0023™" 0.0001
STRU
(15.7973) (15.4331) (0.5654)
—0.4022" 0.2529™ -0.1371
human
(—5.7248) (2.1381) (—1.4501)
—0.0654™" 0.3057"" 0.0510™"
GOV
(—3.4075) (15.4588) (2.7839)
—0.0047" —0.0038™" 0.0011™
InFDI
(=5.2377) (—5.4488) (2.0366)
" 0.2570"™" —-0.0233 —1.8530™" 0.2924™*
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Figure 1. Parallel trend test results
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Figure 2. Placebo test results
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Table 4. Robustness test results
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(—2.6487) (4.1092) (4.4004) (3.9904)
A & & & 2 &
;7 B 5 R & & 2 &
A7 [ R & & & &
N 3208 3208 3208 3208
R R? 0.9953 0.9208 0.9210 0.9208

53. RRMRE

H T AN B SR K X AR LT R R KR ARSI I ZE S, A SCR A ELT JLANTT R 733
WA, PRITE B XSO T 87 22 5 A SR AT M 1 e Bk, BRI [RS8 R I35 5 Fos

RN GO N & BRI EM T . B()FIMEQR)FILRER, BRXNES. H
FETTRIRUNAE 1%k 1 R3%, H A% 0.0085, IR miA&E. —J5i, fFNERITEhL, A
ST AN LR AR BOR AT Z TR A 0, RENS T v O S M K B S XOR Rl s o — 5T, A =3l
FEVIEICE AR, HABMM B A & ME ARG e A Er £ 5 R ARt T e
FROCHE, P ABCRMA T T4 3T L LA TR T T
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TR B DA R 2 AN A R T . R RS B S . X SR 2019 SR RAT IR T
AR il i PN i e e o1 <IN EIN P (7K 75 W NI | A= N T SN NN w31 N
WL A J7ARS TG R RO TR i X, ORI R D R HLX . B () BRI B (4) 51
IEIE S5 SRR, PRl DR O R A B PR Al T R BE 1% 107K P BB 20 IE, e b X R il o R A
B, SENCHE T, AR RERE, KIhT AR XA A X5, AR Rl RE
i B AL R BRI, WS MBI N R EAT BB, ORIt Jo e g Kl e s|
REMAA RS, KA MLtk st 178 ISR MEIEsh 11, IIAWHESIEA 1 81
RLF, et 7Ry Bt R e o I X o [ i e T R R e, e R PR B, A2 H
57 X SR SIC i < BT A LA e 38 1R P M B U R AN 7 22 R B R B, (15 1 S DX en B e B R R
AT ERTH BB BN AN o 10 FL A e X A AR 098 DR 26 1, Toiire e i A A
KisEIF AL NREMA ST REENEH T —, HENEMARXERE, s sk
ANEA T IEET, Fera R LG ART AR RIR BT B PU AR Y R HIX, S A A i L X
bR T 5% B B 7 T R

ZRMRARZTE R ST R 7y, R B 7 22 T I KT i T B T R LB ) 0 D 2R T R KT e PR
H ART LB N2 R AR . 25 (5)FIMIZR (6) M 45 R W], B 5 X IR 52 5K T )
W BCRACRARH B3, HARERZ T B, X e e . ATREM RN T, e
DR R 7 388 W 6 B8 5 8 M7 RE R I (A 5G 2% B 5 8« KB v 0o 55) R R 8 1) v 1
NA Gk, BENS S A3t R SR B U8 DR R I BE QU2 A . B2 B R R BRI Ja sk X, Ky
SRt A 15 LB BT 5 R SR T 7 B R o BORAT i Rk, T AT B 1 A RS, b4, AR AE BRI EY
HA RO, Sk B Al AT 1) T 28 G AT v BRI B A A P BRIX I B, T I L A S B D

Table 5. Heterogeneity test results
5 REMREER

T H B X A BT R IEKT
B, HEE sooi] Py it i [ fi&
0.0055"" 0.0058 0.0070" 0.0033 0.0060" 0.0042
PIP (3.2368) (1.2752) (3.3514) (1.1403) (3.0037) (1.6158)
. 0.3362"" -0.1373 0.3571" 0.0744 0.2162" 0.3222"
(4.3371) (-0.7167) (3.7024) (0.6607) (2.1864) (2.7103)
AR & = = yo P by
I T[] 5 2K & 2 2 b = 2
SRy [ 5E RUSL & 2 2 & = =
N 2789 419 2048 1160 1604 1595
R 1) R 0.9102 0.9562 0.9113 0.9016 0.9460 0.8903

5.4. #EIRIE

g ESCRFE AT AR, A SCMARHE B KRR T S E RIS A A A B B T P R = A
J7 TS 56 H 52 X B3 I T B 0% R KPR FHIALH], SRIGUERGNR 2, FRESER LI IAS &4, A%
WYk E (PEIETSIHES) , W% 6 fix.
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5.4.1. SUFKFREA

G TR R ESATFEARCIHT, A SO BT R R B AR (INVE) S BURFZERIF FUFI T K 77 T 1)
2 337 B (INRD) SR A7 LI T BB K o 158, B0 %R R IR BCE 1 K R 05 BV S e = R 7
THI PRI BT SR, T 95 I 2 1) B8 A3 N AR B8 S ITE G113 77 THD PO AR AR M VR R o A3 45 Rk 3 56(1)
FIFIEE () FT7R, AT UG H B2 X 1A BE ST A W 35 3 N30 &R R W R AN BUR I 70T R N4 2% 32
DR AR 5 B3 /K PR T 1 57 X 8 ST S M 3 7 B 740 5 R S AT ML

5.4.2. BRINEMRKL

AR SCIRTE A SR AL SR X B B A T DX (7 T R B T R B A B 4R T . SR
RN (P E B IR EER ) TR H 1T 35— R Fa BU(RESO) f 4R HL A4 ) 15 %5 % (FUND) >k
BT E AL R, T — R FR B 0B i vk IR AR B8 75 58 VG N B B sh F AL AL
B XETRERAEF A REEFHEE, WSEI R IENE S . SR &% — e R L
ST 1 DX Rl 29 SRR o B A DA Eh SRR R T T I TR AR B 1 U 2 R A A R R X R
SEXF FIRFRARI RN, M EEH] T IR R AR T RE [ e s . IEIHEE R E, AR X &
SRR ENIE, AR XORSIE R TRET IS — A TR, IR R AT KR
G T RUFIMBIAEE, X —EEAE AT

543 WEFrER

R RBFFETR, A TIIEX B, A S A E TR A5 SR 2011~2022 4 HL TR 45 AC
Gy, 27 BB (2022) 14 B T R Ml 55 7 AR PRl 45 L EE AR AL [33], A G o
A SR 117 J22 T 1 FL T B 45 B S AL(ECOM), A& i ok B P B iR % o 77 55 58 S B B ki
OGRS, HAE G ARe i it R Bz T e P R e, eAh, N Re AL T e el
IR IRSh AT, N3 BkEh i “ EA KRR 157 CAELR . HESAT WG 2R, Mk
N R b B (AN S B 507 7 WA R K . 55 =R A 25 50, 1 57 X B0 BT 7 45 B 4 A
N TR ECE R A B E RSN, 256 BT, B 5 IX B ] LU R = R & T SER T
Hr BT IR

Table 6. Mechanism test results
= 6. HHIEIEEER

BT FHET B AL Hepre R
. e ERBN BIRACE Filigt 2031 Al £k HLH R 2
w INVS INRD RESO FUND Al ECOM
. 1.1594™ 0.1595™ 0.1663 0.0018™ 2.6938" 1.0219™
(3.2103) (2.2765) (1.3449) (2.0855) (2.8064) (2.4183)
- ~65.4478™" ~4.5752 22.4524™ 0.0482 ~174.7239™" ~25.5449
(-4.0738) (-1.4017) (4.0723) (1.2747) (~4.0918) (~1.3589)
A E = = & = & &
I T[] 5 RURL 2 2 & 2 = &
S ] T KR = = & = & =
N 3202 2351 2939 3202 3202 3202
TR E 1 R2 0.8053 0.7605 0.4604 0.9861 0.5913 0.8309
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6. it 5N
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