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Abstract

In Under the background of the deep integration of rural revitalization strategy and the internet
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economy, KOLs (Key Opinion Leaders) are gradually becoming an important engine for promoting
agricultural product branding and rural economic development. In this study, “rural internet celeb-
rities” specifically refer to vertical KOLs rooted in rural areas, whose core content is promoting ag-
ricultural products. They possess the general characteristics of KOLs while deriving unique attrib-
utes from the rural context. This research deeply explores how rural internet celebrities empower
agricultural product branding through their influence. The study constructs an analytical frame-
work based on opinion leader theory, illustrating that rural internet celebrities effectively enhance
the market awareness, consumer trust, and brand premium ability of agricultural products through
methods such as excavating rural characteristics, building communication matrices, strengthening
credibility endorsements, and injecting cultural connotations. However, they also face challenges
such as content homogeneity, insufficient professional capabilities, and sustainable development
during the empowerment process. Based on this, the article proposes optimization strategies, aim-
ing to enrich the application of opinion leader theory in the field of rural internet celebrities and
providing theoretical support and practical references for the branding of agricultural products in
the context of rural revitalization.
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