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Abstract

In recent years, the rapid development of livestream e-commerce has motivated a growing number of
rural youth to returning to entrepreneurship using digital platforms. While this trend presents new
opportunities for rural revitalization, returnee entrepreneurs often face significant challenges such
as lack of funding, limited digital skills, weak community ties, and insufficient social support. This pa-
per adopts a social work perspective and applies social support theory to examine the support mech-
anisms available to rural youth engaging in livestream-based entrepreneurship. Through case studies
and qualitative interviews in regions such as Anhui and Guizhou, the study finds that existing support
systems are mainly policy- or platform-oriented, with limited involvement from families, communi-
ties, or professional social services. The paper argues that social work can play a vital role in resource
linkage, emotional support, empowerment, and the development of sustainable support networks. It
proposes a multi-level support framework involving individual capacity building, family support ad-
justment, community integration, and inter-sectoral collaboration, in order to create an enabling en-
vironment for rural youth entrepreneurs in the digital economy.
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