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Abstract

As a core driver in the era of the digital economy, e-commerce is profoundly reshaping the trajectory
of rural development in China through a triple synergistic mechanism: reconfiguring the allocation of
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production factors, activating endogenous dynamics within rural societies, and rebuilding cultural
value identification. Drawing on theories of urban-rural integration and the perspective of techno-
logical embeddedness, this study constructs a theoretical model of “economic capital transfor-
mation-human capital activation-cultural capital reproduction.” Utilizing multi-case comparative
analysis and policy discourse analysis, it systematically elucidates how e-commerce technology syn-
ergizes with other elements to forge a dialectically unified pathway of “industrial upgrading-talent
re-embedding cultural regeneration.” The research finds that rural e-commerce achieves a redis-
tribution of power within the value chain by compressing traditional circulation links. Leveraging
its characteristic of low entrepreneurial barriers, it cultivates a cohort of new-type farmers pos-
sessing both digital literacy and local attachment. Furthermore, contextualized marketing trans-
forms local knowledge into cultural capital. Ultimately, it contributes to constructing a symbiotic
system integrating industrial prosperity and social governance. However, structural contradictions
persist, constraining the sustainability of technological empowerment. These include regional dis-
parities in infrastructure, the intergenerational deepening of the digital divide, and the systemic
fragility of the industrial ecosystem. Based on these findings, the study proposes a three-dimen-
sional governance framework of “targeted institutional provision-platform responsibility restruc-
turing-actor capability activation.” This framework aims to provide a theoretical reference and
practical paradigm for exploring a distinctively Chinese path to agricultural and rural moderniza-
tion.
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