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Abstract
In the current era where digitalization is sweeping through rural areas, rural social e-commerce, as
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a product of the deep integration of the digital economy and traditional rural society, is undergoing
an unprecedented digital transformation. This transformation is not only reflected in the reform of
economic activities but also profoundly influences the social interactions and interpersonal rela-
tionship building among rural residents. Based on Fei Xiaotong’s theory of the Differential Mode of
Association, this study focuses on the development of rural social e-commerce in the context of the
e-commerce era, exploring the evolution of the Differential Mode of Association in the field of rural
social e-commerce and the resulting reconstruction of “Digital Human Relations.” The study finds
that “Digital Human Relations” in rural social e-commerce exhibits characteristics of both inher-
itance from the traditional Differential Mode of Association and digital/networked innovations. The
reconstruction process is influenced by multiple factors such as technological empowerment, inter-
est-driven motives, and social needs, reflecting the dynamic evolution of rural social structures and
containing the deep logic of coordinated economic and social development under the rural revital-
ization strategy. It is hoped that this research can provide theoretical references for understanding
the changes in rural social relations in the new era and offer practical insights for the sustainable
development of rural social e-commerce.
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