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Abstract
Agricultural e-commerce, as a vital link between small farmers and the broader market, hasbecome
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a key node in facilitating the domestic economic cycle. Based on Marx’s theory of circulation costs,
this paper systematically explores the optimization pathways for the cost structure of agricultural
e-commerce. The study finds that in the context of the digital economy, the theory exhibits new
characteristics: pure circulation costs have expanded anomalously due to platform algorithms and
data barriers, while productive circulation costs face a re-balancing of efficiency and value due to
new demands such as cold chain logistics. The boundaries between these two types of costs are be-
coming increasingly blurred. The research reveals the core contradictions in current agricultural e-
commerce: high pure circulation costs that squeeze profits, insufficient efficiency of productive cir-
culation costs, and high participation costs for small farmers. Accordingly, the paper proposes op-
timization strategies, including strengthening the governance of platform trading rules to curb the
unreasonable expansion of pure circulation costs, improving the efficiency of productive circulation
through technological innovation and process optimization, and establishing digital support sys-
tems for small farmers to reduce their marginal participation costs. These strategies aim to provide
a theoretical foundation and practical paradigm for promoting fair and efficient development of the
agricultural e-commerce ecosystem, and for achieving the policy vision of increasing farmers’ in-
comes and boosting rural consumption.
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