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Abstract

From the perspective of common prosperity, this study systematically examines the impact of rural
e-commerce development on the urban-rural income gap and its underlying mechanisms. Through
descriptive statistical analysis of the latest national rural e-commerce development data from 2021
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to 2025, combined with policy text analysis and literature review methodology, this paper reveals
the intrinsic pathways through which rural e-commerce narrows the income disparity, including in-
creasing farmers’ income, optimizing rural industrial structures, and enhancing agricultural special-
ization. The findings indicate a significant negative correlation between rural e-commerce develop-
ment and the urban-rural income gap, with particularly pronounced effects in eastern and central
China. However, challenges such as regional imbalances, talent shortages, and insufficient stand-
ardization of agricultural products still constrain its full potential. Based on these insights, this study
proposes policy recommendations, including differentiated regional development strategies, infra-
structure improvement, and talent cultivation, to further unlock the role of rural e-commerce in
promoting common prosperity between urban and rural areas.
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