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Abstract

The booming development of digital trade has brought new opportunities for global economic
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growth. However, countries are competing to establish restrictive policy systems in the field of digital
trade, forming new-type digital trade barriers. The OECD’s Digital Services Trade Restrictiveness
Index (DSTRI) shows that global barriers have become stricter from 2014 to 2024. Among them, the
average level in developing countries is significantly higher than that in developed countries, while
China’s level is higher than the average of developing countries, with the most prominent restrictions
in the field of infrastructure and connectivity. The causes include unbalanced development of digi-
tal technologies, considerations of data security, differences in regulatory capabilities, and frag-
mentation of international rules. Such barriers inhibit export scale by increasing costs and weaken-
ing market response; affect export structure by amplifying industrial structure gaps and strengthen-
ing the lock-in effect at the low end of the value chain; and reduce competitiveness by squeezing
costs and hindering technological innovation. To this end, this paper proposes countermeasures at
the national, industrial, and enterprise levels, providing references for the manufacturing industry
to break through digital trade barriers.
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Figure 1. Overall trend of digital service trade barrier intensity in sample countries from 2014 to 2024
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Figure 2. International comparison of digital service trade barrier levels from 2014 to 2024
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Figure 3. International comparison of digital service trade barrier in different policy areas in 2024
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