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Abstract

Since 2023, the national cultural and tourism market has shown a strong recovery momentum.
Amid this upsurge, cities such as Zibo in Shandong Province, Mangshi in Yunnan Province, and Tai-
jiang in Guizhou Province have become highly sought-after “breakout” cities by virtue of distinctive
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elements like “Zibo Barbecue”, “Village Super League”, and “Village BA” that went viral online. Be-
hind this phenomenon lies a new trend of the strong rise of small and medium-sized cities in the
tourism market—even though traditional popular tourist cities like Beijing and Shanghai remain
popular, these once-overlooked small and medium-sized cities have become favored check-in spots
for tourists with their unique charm. It is worth noting that these internet-famous check-in spots
are characterized by fluidity and are closely integrated with the characteristics of the current mod-
ern era. For the “breakout” of these small and medium-sized cities, online marketing strategies have
played a crucial role, serving as the core driver to activate the potential of urban cultural tourism
and rapidly amplify their influence.
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