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Abstract

As the primary engine for developing China’s new quality productive forces, the digital economy has
become a pivotal driver of industrial green and low-carbon transformation. Utilizing panel data
from 77 cities in the middle-lower Yangtze River Economic Belt (2014~2023), this study employs
baseline regression and mediation effect models to empirically examine the digital economy’s driv-
ing effects on this transformation. Key findings reveal that there is a significant direct driving effect,
exhibiting notable heterogeneity. Regionally, downstream areas demonstrate significantly stronger
effects than midstream regions. Non-resource-based cities show markedly greater transformation
promotion than resource-based counterparts. Mechanism analysis confirms the digital economy fa-
cilitates transformation through dual pathways: enhancing green technology innovation and opti-
mizing factor allocation efficiency.

Keywords

Digital Economy, Green and Low-Carbon Transformation of Industries, Influence Mechanism,
Middle-Lower Yangtze River Economic Belt

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|15

AEREAGRAR AN R 52 5 UM G, EBUR T 2020 4t “X0R” Hir. AEIIX—HiR, 2%
AR SN A PR R B EGEH (1. R, BEE T — R R a A A S 2R R, 2Bk
PR RIEENEE, DAREIR. SR AR &5 O WAL MRS ), ek E K
JEF A= IR E Y .

B r AT RARMAT BRI S R P HOR = A B A S BAEREOR, NI AT & P& 5 iEshH)
ATV 2] [3]. PSR AR FE B R BAE R IR . AESUBRE LR T, Heshr kg X m s
INER AR AR, STV R R ) T B A A, R REREAR . Vb BIRE R A
X, MERNATPAE LI K E[4]. WIABHRE, Uui 8 THr 4B e I gk (i k% AL i st
R FE LD, 2B AT TR 9T 3 B AR TP AR E - 22 507 SR () G ip o i 777 Ml A e RN 22 5% Bt 1Y (1) 2 Wi RTS8
Blang 725G M TR FHEA S E GG KR, RIHEG B 5. BReKF
[5], MIMESN A . BARSRE, B & U BRRE 08 IR B AR =\ S5 I B A 2 [ 6], N AN BARAT
= A, L Re e HESN &N 2 (7). [FIB Ber @ BF R ahE A 2 A g 77 NN AR, &5 8)
P2V ACFERE8], H Ham it HER MG AL 1 s B R D B AR SR R R QK T, B ik & o i
A, s, Brabraeim i s OEOR AR R RRIE R A, FRARBHESCER[9], AT SR
[10].

KILA T E NI A TR R EZ G5, EIMREF AT R R PRk, Hr= ok ki
R Tl [ XA BAR B EE R . AR (2025 SEEUM AR ) 48 H B0 o DX e ik v
SEE TR, IRAHEBIKITA P @I BT RILA T A R =N X 7 eI S iR R, IRAE AR
FEAESE 153 B2 VR ANVl i), Horb B2 551 Ja8 T DX U R i o (R g5 3085, kg5 g A 58
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B ORBEEON S, WHRRA —ERRRME. BT LLSEEL 7 B, RERT SRR KRN
S JERCRIT I NG 77 NI B, IR ORI AP R il it il B 2 Bons 7l 2k (R e
FERREM, O A A T Bk aR AR R R e B 16 5 5 .

2. EREMSHRRIE
2.1. ERIERSH

AR b 2% ARBRFE R AT R, PR 20 o0 7 b 2 G R B e R PR i 48 7 D 7 22 B 0 ) % 7
Mgk R R P ML ARBRAL R s . —T5 i, BB ke R R B BRI, DT
BARNUREN J1 B 2 DR R SR AU R AR P KL el A Oy AR IR BB AR . BB AR
B, AT bR RE 1] 53—, PV ARBR A R OC B 2 BR m SR A REIR O M I R, v 4
G ATAE BRI BERR P A7 1 3K Bl P ARRR R R [12] . MBEIRIRA, ERCTHoRIHES) T, T PASCHL
BURF Ak dee A MRS B BRI S, b SRR AN L BHR AR, M AR IR A B A S
gt, MR BEBTIEAM IR, (et AR A . MBEIRTRE , B asteibi @it dm . & he
WEAR . WTHAREES . RERRCRIETI TG0 7, (estREMRA I Riett, SEELRE IR AT RFE:
KRR FAARBRAFE R . 25 BN, 4R LU ke

BRBE H: B2 5F I R R RENS 1235 IR BN VL L 3 i vh T e bt DX R 7P b 2 e AR S 2

2.2. FRMYSH

AT AT DX 30 1T 2 (B 28 B R AT BRURBE IR ML S5 S AP AE B 2 5 . MIXIZE KA
T X TR IEAE T, A TE 8 B IR AN S HE R SR O ARBREOR, A B TR SR Lk b
REOARBREE R Pl X 25K 2 % Hmr g BRIk 5, $o7 BRI BACRAR, BT BRfEML 5™
Wb B ERA R, BTtk e CRBR LR [13]. MR IR ZE Rk, BB T rh A%
giLlk b, QTR R RE, PRI RS R, BB SRR R R HEBD 1
FIABR: AR BRI T 0k 22 R a5k, B T AT EaE HOR Pk, B2 B IR aE ™ 2 (0 IR e L B
TIBUN14]0 BRI, Pk st Rk 55 B 52 B 22 B e HEA R T PT REAF A S ik o 25 B PR, $ th DL R R

BB H2: HUF AL 5t s v R it Db 2 (R B e R P SR B RN, By e i

2.3. FAVBTHT

B2l RBC T RO A R 2R, SEgE - 2R A G, LS ZRRC15], 32
I ERICERCR, Mt S R . BARRE, BB R E ST BRI 5
RECEMCR, 573 ERACE T I, BT AUl By BoR I N AT IR 0557 3 R AL, 390 i 57 30
MoK, GEZHMA M 573l B, (57 sh A R AT 16], A BT LRI RRE A R, HEsh
AZR OB . (EBT A BRI B T, A PFae il i 14015 AL AR (170 < b 0% AR 2], fik
AL IR BRI 55, S SR OB A, (et MRS T, S Ik 2 AR e
Mo WEARPDLRE, TR SR SR AT BN E B EARRE, s B msdEtL . &
REALTT sl RN Errasridd EarveE. MURARE. Qe TSR, ERETIHAR
kR, RERSHERNHIEL A S Al . R REAL . RO BRILZ AN, IRSAER T LU T, IR
MG G0, Rt MEWITITH, BEARTS RBL I R R B . S5 a0H AN B AR 55 4R
RICVHRAL -

B AP RS BRI R CEORGIHT/KT[3] (18], BETT FRAR AR AEMIBRHERL, (2t 2 (0 (KRR
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R, SEEARUETEATIEREEE. BmERAAMELEN SR, —Jii, JrEARNIEREN
M sEElER EFE AR AE R FREREE SRR E S . B—HH, BFasrmewmidmEEA
AR . WORBIHNE 71, NEEH ARG IR SR ECH A AA[19]. 25 LR, $#H U R#:
% H3: BT &5 B KITA G P X ERA B AR, Wt lpis i,
% Ha: SR G ER AT R AE KIT 501 b Rt X P b S e B vp R A% T AN .
3. IREMESTERA
3.1. EfERFERE
NI EUTF- 257 X6 P\ S R B 3% T ) B IR BN, W 3L T 2014~2023 KT R R R ilE 77
AN T B AL R v [ AR, EAARAE R R
GTUl, = a, +a,DE, +a,C, +¢, (1)
Horb, BT @ AESS ¢ SE PSR O ARBRERKT 1 GTUL, %o, RN HAr 725 & Jé /K Vi1 DE, %R, C,
TR ) — R . o) ~ o, B FER LS BB R, e NRMERN 0, HZE N> HIE
oA FIBENLI Bh I
3.2. RN EER
SRR S R B AN R B R RAE B IR 3R B 8ON, F 7 R R A RO A R BEA TR 7T, Bk
PRGN R
Mit = ﬁo + :BIDEit + ﬁ3cit + gilt (2)
GTUI:’: =0, +(01DE” +¢2Mit + ¢3Cit + gilt (3)
ERAF, EABEEETEFSHNTE M, OERSER, HR, EEflPNTE M, G, BIER a5t
FEAb St AR AR S TR A P 28R .
33. TEENSHIERIE
3.3.1. #RETEEE
S IICHR[20] [21], AW TR B EIE NIRRT IR . BN K Be bk @ ARG
SR FIIUA 7 H M B BT 2 5F R R AT R R (A 1)

Table 1. Index system for the development level of the digital economy

® 1. BFERERKTIEIRER

— Gk &Y =HI5kr ESE 7S
I s & E N HIECP F F $2(0.080) iE
AR TR (0.121 .
M RMTERO12D o ) e iR $(0.040) T
BB T (0.040) iE
7 FAb PR (0.121) B LA F R (0.041) iE
. o . B A BT TESE(0.044) iE
FLT RIS A :
AT DL R (0.057) I
B FAb PR (0.121) N HIHREOI 5% 5 5(0.257) iE
LIRSS AR MOk A 5 45 12(0.107) iE
4 RIS EBAR R 5 Mol A B2 #5(0.261) iE
IHRIHT RS 1(0.334
FHFAIRTHEAI0.339) Bl A 5 16(0.073) iE
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33.2. BETEIEN
BRI CHR[22] [23], AWF MR TH . IR TR . Q528 . V9 PO A 8 LA 4
FERIEE P SRR B R TR bR AR 2R, IR RSB S HEAT AU 2 (Un 22 2).

Table 2. Index system for green and low-carbon transformation of industries

2. R ERRERIERER
—ithbR = E[p EX/ LN VU2 debn

Pl S5 R A FEAK.(0.007) il
PS5 FHE(0.104
( ) FEAb SR R A6 (0.097) 1E
SR H(0.046) — MR AR RV 25 R 2.(0.025) iE
S 5 KA BT B b PE2(0.021) IE
¥4 1 (0.196 iE
2 R1E(0.571) AN C )

PSRRI R SR A TR AL NEIH BN (0.375) 1E
(1.000) AR E(0.023) i
_, Tk R K HER R (0.012) il

15 4+ HET5(0.048
TARIHO.048) Tl AR E0.012) "
Tk AR HER E(0.001) il
NI T R(0.219) 1E

RIF5(0.231
IRBEFA( ) B AIX 2R 0T 75 %£.(0.012) iE

3.3.3. AN TR
(1) ERACENEFA). IR T, K A2 B & 2 R1 0 B AR, R Ao HoE X
VA= RN 2 X T i R [24) . AR AR e R
InZ, =y, +pInX,+p,InY, +1/2p,In* X, +1/2 p,In* ¥, + p;In X, InY, +5, 4)

Horpr, Z FoR DA B Ve XAURSFRIE R, & MIXERMW NS 2, YRRTEAER, HEAE
I 5 B B R AR SR AAE I DR AP B . B0k, oFE XA Y [0 3 5 b ),
I A LU AR R T IR 4. P, XZI AR RIS R, ARy R E AR R A

et
e

LREOALHTKCT(GTD. W TCR A SIS (LA A B

3.34. IEHITEIER

AR SC IR A PR 70 B R o R AR B2 43 3ol P M S (AR B (G TUD R & U (DE), X6 -4l A2 & 11
G, SHIARFFL25], I bR E: A EAKFEHC), PHFuEREEA LR L B DS
SANHREERR: WK (UB), W7 RABEA D 2 NORIHER R [EE R R T K (FA),
TIF S0 H [ % 7 45 A b X AR = RME I OB R R s AN TR, BIF FE I B A i B e R (5 3%
TO)RE IR
3.3.5. BIEKIR

AT FAEAN 2014~2023 SERKTTH RSP 77 SR FIEME, RIET CEADs # #E LL & 2%
WX WG HESE. ST OREBREEE, RASEEAEEZA . RS, A
HEAT X B A 3 DA AR 57 07 ZE 5
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4. STUES AR
4.1. E RIS

RIEIEAE R FLE R UnF ) LLEH, TWRBMAEHIZE, BFEFKILEsrimd FifhX =
MV SR AR AR EE T B BB E R, ik | ROL. AW, BUFA TR 5L A Wa &, FEmieiE
PV SRR E T . iR E R B TS5 Bk, AJTEAKT . WK ST ROK )R8 1IE
e T R NGB P b SR AR BR AL TS s 1 [ i R rE ¥ AT H 2 I HIE A

Table 3. Benchmark regression results

3. MR

o (1 2
A
GTUI GTUI
1.057 0.405***
DE
(0.035) (0.038)
0.018"
InHC
(0.003)
0.266™*
InUB
0.016)
-0.012"*
InFA
(0.006)
0.021***
InFI
(0.002)
0.099** -0.913***
g el
(0.008) (0.060)
FEAHE 770 770
R? 0.536 0.779
F1H 888.060 536.750

VLTS T IARER 10% 5% 1% B EAKCE, ST ONbREIRZE, TR,

42, PRI STAGIEf

4.2.1. REMRLE

HIF 0K FH P B Bt /s —3feidh (SLS)REAT P AL PEAG B8,  DAIBE G [A] Ay P 2 P () UK I 7 485 SR 7 A i
Horp R b TR AR B R S — B F AR PR R (R 4). 45 REMIEFETIRECN 2.270, 15 1%
M FARFFIEM B3R R, SAREIESER -5 B FH > 10 AL T HA 8,

4.2.2. REMRIE

N T RIS T Gt P S A B 2R I [ R AR (e, T 0 o AR A R A g AR A R
AT RS . o ik NSRS R B e R MO N B T, PR bR S
X GDP. #%HhX CO»v SOz MK /K AN TP MR A HE R I FH AR Rk SBM BB T 7= b 4 (i e Y
MR R BN R BT A 7 M SRl e A Z @ LB e AT E B 2 5 B R =
HIAS I 45 AT A, ToiR 2 B R AR R O AR AR BRI 2 [R5 4 bl R A R O R &, 3
FEUREMEENIE, SRMAFEAL, PIZ RO EER RN (% 5).
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Table 4. Results of endogeneity test
F 4. NEMRIEER

A TRAG
arui 0060
A & YES
X 38 7 YES
A [l 2 YES
FEA & 693
Cragg-Donald Wald F 119.042
R2 0.648
Table 5. Results of robustness tests
5. REMRINER
AR B R A Btz DR AL [ ] B e A AR B A O R AL
0.334%%* 0.489%** 0.498***
PE (0.044) (0.0346) (0.040)
A& YES YES YES
Gig el YES YES YES
LRk ¢ 10 10 10
WA~ 77 77 77
R2 0.764 0.813 0.805
F 18 492.55 662.47 627.06

4.3. RERMSH

AFF 58 MR T DX A, A8 T P J03 R A T JR S S PR 23T [26] o EIRTT XA b, K3 ia i) 43 Sy Hhiite 3k vl A0
U EAT A R s AEIR AT VRS B, KT R Ui X 2 A SRR AL T 23 AN FIEBEIE AL T 54 A4,
G AT IHERE T (N2 6).

FEAL()AQ) AT XA B AT s S, i A b X 8 7 2 55 (B R A B N IE, 251N
0.127 F1 0.364, ULEATE R X F 72 BE0 P Mk S AR iR i B R ma RO ZEAE T e b X . R
T X DA B INME AR S5 AN R s S R i b oA =, XS LA B B RAERE. mtldEtE, Bergsr
Tt i FL R ARG B AN . LR, RIS L Rt 5 B AR 25 B e, BOR B[R] 5 i S L B
INFEEAEHE, Br it e IR P F) R G R A T v k. 1 AR DX AT DA A Tl AN B E N Tk A £ %
AR R B AT L2SOEE R AR, Ha O RZMAMINEEIHE, AR, W3
FAVEREE N X 7l Sk (IR B AL T R i X

EHAE A (3) () RTAn, FEITT IR T b, He7 48 Bt B A IR i AN 3 B s R 3 T 10 181U SR 050 i 0.195
H10.395, i BHECT 200 = B2 5 AR 3 i PRI g R B B R o JFL R TR Sy A B 0 2R 3 T 3 i DA b AN IR 5%
WAE, P SHFAF ISR RS . M2, SER T E BRI IEF AT, 7ol
2 N5 S EAERRI =R R, B TS SO S REFERIARRAE, PR —, WA S5k
GirA L a S AR RS, SR P SR OARBR S R S /N o AR 2 BT
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Table 6. Results of regional heterogeneity analysis

6. WXFRMENTER

A rR L X TR ZHIR B T a5k
1) 2 3) 4)
bE 0.127*** 0.364*** 0.195° 0.395***
(0.0520) (0.0450) (0.0720) (0.0424)
25 i) AR YES YES YES YES
i H T YES YES YES YES
Nl 10 10 10 10
AN 36 41 23 54
R2 0.851 0.757 0.747 0.797
F & 406.16 249.99 131.58 417.16

4.4. PN D

I M) FH v A 7 A 2R A 560 ¢ € R BT M 2 3R e B R X B R DRI RE T 22 Bty b R it X7
W ZREARBREE R B Th A BN (N 7). HRAEREE(DMEE Q)R R, Hrr 2t 2R B AR A B IR
WVER], (A A 22 il I S B 3R B AR AR X P L S (AR T, HR AR 3 AR R R
GYMEE@II S, BT S OHRQETKFA BERIERAIER, RN #raitimd it mat iR el
HOACHERE X b S O ARBREE Y, H A A RN R 2%

Table 7. Results of mediating effect
®= 7. PAYRLER

e M 2 3 C))
FA GTUI GTI GTUI
DE 0.126™* 0.248"" 1.071* 0.247"*
(0.008) (0.032) (0.360) (0.043)
ot (00)
FA o1
25 i) A YES YES YES YES
By 8] 58 RRE YES YES YES YES
S Ay [i] 5E ML YES YES YES YES
R-squared 0.992 0.878 0.821 0.871

Table 8. Bootstrap verification results
5% 8. Bootstrap ¥iiF4E

A HHA KR ZH PR iR 2 z P> 7| [95%H 15 [X 8]
A Vi) 422 200 R 0.447 0.079 5.66 0.000 0.292  0.601
HAERR 0.966 0.117 828  0.000 0.737 1.194

oI Vi) 422 20 0.124 0.024 5.19 0.000 0.077  0.171
HAERR 0.114 0.043 2.65 0.008 0.029  0.199

N G AR IR E (R R INFEAS A T 22 iR R, B F0R A Bootstrap i, I AE B3E 2000 YOk H
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RN 5 AT IRAE (U122 8). L5 R, hA AR B B H AL E ZCR(FA RSO H AR BT K (GT) E 240N
RITEEE RN (A i+ R B B35 N IE, SRR 3 AU 4 $ 0T,

5. S5
5.1. BAR4iS

HET 2014~2023 FFERITLTEAT R 77 NIRRT EE, W FCIE R AE [ 5 b SN A
R, SR IR 22 B RE P M 2 LR B L T O SR B RN . EBESSR IR

BT LU IR T RE TS 25 SRBN KL Rl bt s i b sk (IR . 55—, BT R BERKILhR
P2 TrAt IR 7 b 2 CA R B e T R KB R S B SO AR AIE s A XIS B T o, et X ) X sl 28
FART e X s ARSI SRR SR RS T, O AR BRI et A B S i B AR . S =
ZREBOR QT AN 2 2 e B AR AR R T 2 DR RE ™ b S (U IRBR B T v R4 1 R 35 1) P A 28082

5.2. BUERENL

i RORBEFET, W T2 R 8 bt (B B 51 BAE F , B R U R R R hg
FEHERN LR ORBREL Y, N 2 S — DN PR RSO 2, S A A R, il
By B RIS S T BOR SRR I BB HEBOK T B4, S 2 X 57 B A BT A B AR,
HALRHITEVE, SRR AV IE R R R BRI A, SIS EOBR I N, 2 DR
HEB) = b AR e R TR K R rh A ATl B U IR o RIS AT LUE I A R B AN ST ., 51
RBUAA T O BT R SR AN R 5 ST B8, N K SR SRk . N DR IXHUEE . K3
I WS T BORFEARBR AT QBT T A, BEAR AL A A

S, ISR E AR, S D R o S [FI X DR SRR, A A, A B A
W, LA, AR RBEACEAMEAE, Bt Mr ks ORpE Mt AL T 7 — KRR, X R %
FERIE ORI, b E, 7805 I8 T Tk R BRI A 25 iy s ) X2 S A e 3
o IAREEXT BEURALIN T, NOARE A FE B BRI R 22 S A A IR RE S o X T 8B R A A A R %
VR, NEINKEC T LB R IIBL, WAL TR SR By 4ot HEsh e g B e s e 7Y,
FETHBIEA R s T K R AN SR BRI T, BOIR9RA  22 BE S RBR A 5E U (R @B, A H0y
BARMACBHRICE, S A, DX e s IR AU T2 50 AT B B Rl
KAERMFIGE, HESHEOR AU, @S HF A5 S s OARBRA B A ELBh L] .

E&UH

AICRTLIR AW TCERMIT S SR QDR RIIUE B BAE P J A TR 25t i Tk BT 28 5 X 35
W ERREREFL” , BUH %5 KYCX24_1096 [FIHF 78R -

SE Tk
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