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Abstract

With the widespread use of social media, hashtags have become an important tool for disseminating
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information online, particularly among college students, where their influence on e-commerce con-
sumption is increasingly significant. Analysis reveals that under the influence of hashtags, the con-
sumption patterns of college students in e-commerce exhibit the following characteristics: the co-
existence of hyperlinked and community-based information acquisition; the coexistence of liberal-
ized and diversified topic discussions; and the coexistence of visual and emotional-driven consump-
tion behaviors. This pattern is driven by three interrelated logics: first, the self-perception of “con-
sumption as identity” leads college students to equate product symbols with identity credentials,
resulting in a tendency to actively adhere to community-based hashtags when acquiring infor-
mation; second, the capital logic’s technological manipulation relies on algorithmic black boxes to
digitize consumption demand, using precise push notifications of emotional tags and visual tem-
plates to regulate consumption practices; third, the absence of regulatory oversight on online plat-
forms manifests as institutional tolerance for the spread of provocative tags, algorithmic biases, and
information silos within social circles, thereby condoning extreme polarization in consumption dis-
cussions and behavioral norms. These three intertwined driving forces collectively shape the sym-
bolic transformation of youth consumption culture.
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